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About the Standards 
The Common Core State Standards were developed in order to provide a 
clear understanding of the expectations for students. This enables teachers 
and parents to know exactly how to help students meet those goals. 
 
The standards were created in collaboration between the National Governors 
Association Center for Best Practices and the Council of Chief School Officers, 
along with content experts, teachers, school administrators, and parents. It is 
expected that ultimately the standards will be adopted in virtually all fifty 
states. 
 
The activities in this guide are designed to utilize the newspaper to teach 
these standards. Each activity begins with its standard. 
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Elementary - Grades K - 5 
Language Arts  

  
Read and Repeat  
Standard: Determine or clarify the meaning of 
unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases. 

Have the students follow along as you 
read the headlines in the print or digital 
newspaper. Have them repeat the 
headlines after they have been read. 
Can any of the students read any of the 
headlines on their own? 
 
Find the Letter  
Standard: Speak audibly and express thoughts, 
feelings, and ideas clearly. 

Have the students find letters from the headlines and work with those letters. 
Can they find a word that begins with the letter "C"? Can they find a word that 
begins with the same letter as their name? You may want to play a game with 
them. Ask them to find a word that begins with "C" and then let the student 
who finds the words ask the class to find the next letter-sound. 
 
Get the Job Done   
Standard: Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information 
clearly. 

What jobs in the classroom need to be done? Have the students look at the 
help wanted ads to see how they are written. Have them read some ads aloud. 
They can create a chart to show what the abbreviations mean. Then they can 
write an ad looking for someone to do a classroom job. 

 
Getting to Know You  
Standard: Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding words. 

Your students may know someone with whom they want to become friendlier. 
In order to tell more about themselves to a new person they can create a 
collage of words and pictures from the print or digital newspaper that 
represent facts about them and the things they like. 
 
Headline Charades  
Standard: Retell and recount stories. 

As a class, play "Headline Charades." Have students scan the print or digital 
newspaper, paying attention to the action in the headlines. For example, 
"Snow Snarls Traffic" or "Panthers Stun Opponent." Ask students to select 
several examples of action headlines. Working individually or in teams, have 
students select one headline to act out for the rest of the class. Using only 
body language and other non-verbal communication, challenge students to 
get the class to guess the headline as quickly as possible. 
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Television Reporters  
Standard: Participate in collaborative 
conversations topics and texts with peers and 
adults in small and larger groups. 

Find interesting, age-appropriate 
stories in the digital or print 
newspaper and read them to the 
class. Let the students pretend to be 
TV news reporters. They can tell the 
news back to the class by reporting 
what is in the story in a one-minute 
presentation. 
                                                          
Heroes and Villains   

Standard: Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information 
clearly. 

Who is a hero? Who is a villain? Have students find examples of both in 
today's print or digital newspaper and then write a description of each. What 
impact do they have on your students’ lives? 
 
Defining  
Standard: Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning word and phrases. 

The students can choose a word they do not know from headlines or ads. They 
can use a dictionary to define the word and then draw a picture to represent 
that word. Let them make their own dictionaries with these words and 
pictures. 
 
What Did You Know, What Did You Learn     
Standard: Read and comprehend informational texts. 

Select a newspaper story that would be interesting to your class. Ask the 
students what they already know about the topic and write their responses on 
the board. Read or paraphrase the story. Then ask the students what they 
learned from the reading. Record their responses. You may also want to ask 
them what more they would like to learn about the subject after hearing the 
story. 
 
Listen and Act  
Standard: Use information gained from illustrations (e.g., maps, photographs) and the words in a text to 
demonstrate understanding of the text. 

Choose a short, interesting story from the print or digital newspaper to read to 
students. The stories should involve some action so students can act out the 
parts. Or, you can have the class memorize a line from the story to say 
together. Students can also make up short poems about the pictures they see 
and read them aloud. 
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Capturing Emotions    
Standard: Recall information from 
experiences or gather information 
from provided sources to answer 
a question. 

A range of emotions can 
be found in the print or 
digital newspaper. Invite 
your students to find 
someone in the 
newspaper who is feeling 
the same way they are feeling today. Each person can find someone and write 
an explanation of that person’s feelings. What would that person say about 
their feelings? 
 
Photo Description  
Standard: Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount an experience with appropriate facts and 
relevant, descriptive details, speaking clearly at an understandable pace. 

Have the students look at some newspaper photos and tell what is happening 
in each picture. Then they can read captions aloud and decide if the caption 
correctly describes the events in the photo. Can a photo have more than one 
description? Ask several students to describe what is happening in the same 
photo to get different perspectives. 
 
Make a Guess  
Standard: Speak in complete sentences when appropriate to task and situation in order to provide 
requested detail or clarification. 

Go through one section of the print or digital newspaper at a time. Have the 
students determine or guess what information is found in each section of the 
newspaper. Their responses can be recorded on experience chart paper. The 
students can examine the ads and find logos, store names or products that 
they recognize. Can they explain why advertisements are in the paper? 
 
Find the Middle Ground  
Standard: Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, 
descriptive details, and clear event sequences. 

Can your students find a conflict situation in the digital or print newspaper that 
could benefit from a compromise between the parties? Have them write 
summaries of the problem and the possible compromise. 
 
Timeline  
Standard: Interpret information presented visually, orally, or quantitatively (e.g., time lines) and explain 
how the information contributes to an understanding of the text in which it appears. 

The students can use the print or digital newspaper to find a story with several 
significant events that could be placed on a timeline. They should create a 
timeline of the events and include the date and location. 
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Comic Character Analysis  
Standard: Describe in depth a character, setting, or event in a story or drama, drawing on specific 
details in the text. 

Have each student select two comic strip characters from the print or digital 
newspaper and list the ways in which they are alike and different. They can 
then do the same for themselves and one sibling or friend. 
 

               
 
Fantasy Friend  
Standard: Ask and answer questions in order to seek help, get information, or clarify something that is 
not understood. 

What famous person in the print or digital newspaper would your students 
most want to have for a friend? Have them write three questions that they 
would like to ask the person they selected. 
 
Meanings and More  
Standard: Demonstrate understanding of word relationships and nuances in word meanings. 

Can students search the print or digital newspaper for words that are 
synonyms, antonyms or homonyms? Which words have multiple meanings? 
Encourage students to use a variety of word-reference materials to check their 
ideas. 
 
Word Bank  
Standard: Use words and phrases acquired through conversations, reading and being read to, and 
responding to texts. 

The students can create a word bank of words from the digital or print 
newspaper. Assign each student one unfamiliar word. They can use a 
dictionary to verify the meaning of the word. Have them write a sentence 
using the word and draw a picture illustrating the meaning. They should find 
an antonym and synonym for each word. 
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Dream Job  
Standard: With guidance and support from peers and adults, 
develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, 
and editing. 

What do your students dream about, career-
wise? Have them find a dream career in the help 
wanted ads. Each student can write a letter to a 
prospective employer detailing why they should 
be hired. 
 
Responding to Reading  
Standard: Determine the main idea of a text; recount the key 
details and explain how they support the main idea. 

Ask students to choose one news or feature story 
and identify the main idea. What opinions, 
predictions or conclusions can students draw 
from the story? After reading, assign students to 

create an outline, web or other graphic organizer for the story. 
 
Job Interview  
Standard: Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when 
writing or speaking.  

Ask students to find someone in the digital or print newspaper they would want to 
work with. Then give them five minutes to write five questions they would 
want to ask this person at a job interview. 
 
Newspaper Info  
Standard: Recall information from experiences or gather information from print and digital sources. 

A newspaper has so much information. Talk with students about how one can 
use a print or digital newspaper to find a job, a place to live, a car, 
entertainment and even a mate! They can use the newspaper as a reference to 
find information such as where the president is, the television lineup for this 
evening or the sports scores from yesterday. Have the students create a list of 
questions that could be answered from the information presented in the 
newspaper. 
 
Sports Talk  
Standard: Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, 
descriptive details, and clear event sequences. 

Sports articles often have great examples of vivid, figurative language. 
Review a story from the Sports section with your students to find that kind of 
writing. Have them underline descriptive words or phrases. 
Discuss why use of vibrant language is important in writing. 
They can write their own descriptive paragraph about another 
sports event. 
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Survivor 
Standard: Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information 
clearly. 

Have your students imagine that they are going on an extended trip. What 
supplies do they think they would need? Students can browse through the 
print or digital newspaper looking for five items they would absolutely want to 
have with them if they were planning a trip. Have them choose five and write a 
reason explaining why they chose each one. 
 
Movie Favorites  
Standard: Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, 
descriptive details, and clear event sequences. 

Students can use the entertainment section of the print or digital newspaper to 
select some of their current favorites. Using the information in the section, 
they can poll the class to find the favorite movie, television show, celebrity, 
musician, etc. They can graph the results. Finally, they can write the 
acceptance speech the most popular celebrity might give if told of this honor. 
 

Elementary - 
Grade K - 5       
Social Studies                 
 
Job Graphs  
Standard: Recall information from 
experiences or gather information 
from provided sources to answer a 
question. 

Students can look through 
the classified ads for the 
salaries of five interesting 
jobs. Have them record the 
information on a graph. 
Can they explain which job 
they think would be best 
suited for them?  
   
Planning Your Free Time  
Standard: Draw on information from multiple print or digital sources, demonstrating the ability to locate 
an answer to a question quickly or to solve a problem efficiently.  

Talk with your students about how they use their free time. Have them 
imagine that they have an entire free day to experience the local culture. 
Using the entertainment section of the newspaper, have them schedule an 
entire day of fun. To make it more challenging, have them schedule two 
separate days, one to spend with family and one to spend with friends 
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Roles of Women  
Standard: Describe characters in a story (e.g., their traits, motivations, or feelings) and explain how 
their actions contribute to the sequence of events. 

Some people believe that caring for a family is the most important thing a 
woman can do. Others think a career is the thing. What do your students 
think? Challenge them to find stories of women in the digital or print 
newspaper who are contributing to society, either in or out of the home. Have 
each student select a woman and describe her contribution. 
 

 
 
Photo Info  
Standard: Use information gained from the illustrations and words in a print or digital text to 
demonstrate understanding of its characters, setting, or plot.  

Have students look at photos from the print or digital newspaper and ask them 
what they think happened after the photo was taken. They can also tell what 
they think happened before the photos were taken. They can list the 
characters or the settings in the photos as well. 
 
Transportation and Communication Chart  
Standard: Explain events, procedures, ideas, or concepts in  
a historical, scientific, or technical text, including what happened and why, based on specific 
information in the text.  

Ask students to find an example of all of the 
modes of transportation and communication 
they can find in the newspaper. Challenge 
them to determine how these means of 
transportation and communication are used 
to distribute goods or services. Which 
modes are more efficient? Have them make 
a chart to show the type of transportation or 
communication, how it is used and whether 
it is efficient. 
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Outlining                                                                                   
Standard: Produce clear and coherent writing in which the 
development and organization are appropriate to task, purpose, 
and audience. 

Have students read an article and underline the 
main points of the story. They can create an 
outline using the underlined sections of the 
article. Then they can write a summary using 
descriptive details to elaborate on the main idea. 
Students can revise and edit each other’s drafts 
by conferencing with their peers. 
 
In the Eye of the Beholder  
Standard: Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with reasons.  

Many agree that looks are very important but, beauty, as they say, is in the 
eye of the beholder. Talk with your students about the subjectivity of beauty 
and then direct them to search through the newspaper for 3 items that they 
think are beautiful. They can compare their selections with those of the rest of 
the class. 
 
The Five W’s  
Standard: Ask and answer such questions as who, what, where, when, why, and how to demonstrate 
understanding of key details in a text.  

Can your students find an interesting article in today's newspaper? Have them 
find such a story and write the five W's - who, what, when, where and why - to 
summarize the story. 
 
Everyday Kindness  
Standard: Conduct short research projects that build knowledge about a topic. 

Can your students find a few acts of kindness in today's newspaper? It may be 
interesting to assign students to skim the paper for kind acts and then discuss 

why they may be hard to find. Have them 
write the results of their searches. 
 
Rights of Americans  
Standard: Add drawings or other visual displays to 
descriptions when appropriate to clarify ideas, 
thoughts, and feelings. 

Students can examine current newspaper 
stories for examples of rights being 
exercised, upheld, or abused. They can 
find as many examples as they can 
(including photos), and identify the 
appropriate right. 
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Map Changes 

 
Standard: Use information gained from illustrations (e.g., maps, photographs) and the words in a text to 
demonstrate understanding of the text. 

The changing face of the world can be seen on the new maps adopted by 
National Geographic. The world’s lowest spot -- the Dead Sea is even lower 
than it was before, for example. Have the students find a map in the print or 
digital newspaper and write three facts about it. What new information did 
they learn from the map?  
 
Frequency Charts  
Standard: Draw on information from multiple print or digital sources, demonstrating the ability to locate 
an answer to a question quickly or to solve a problem efficiently. 

The students can look through today’s digital or print newspaper and circle 
datelines. They can make a list of the cities and locate them on a map. 
Students create a frequency chart that shows where most of the news 
originates. Then they can write three conclusions about their chart. 
 
Fact or Opinion  
Standard: Read and comprehend informational texts, including history/social studies, science, and 
technical texts. 

The students should select an article that relates to the social, political or 
economics of an area. Have them write three factual statements from the 
article. Then they can write three statements that are opinions. 
 
For Sale  
Standard: Compare and contrast the most important points and key details presented in two texts on the 
same topic.  
Using advertisements and inserts in the print or digital newspaper, have 
students identify items for sale. They can explain how much each item costs. 
Talk with students about why items in high demand may cost more than other 
items. 
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Super Heroes  
Standards: Describe characters in a story (e.g., their traits, motivations, or feelings) and explain how 
their actions contribute to the sequence of events.  

Super heroes are capable of solving many problems. Is there a problem in 
today's digital or print newspaper your students would like to see solved? 
Have students find a problem in the print or digital newspaper and create a 
super hero capable of solving it. They can then write a news story detailing 
how that hero solved the problem.     

                                
Breaking the Law  
Standard: Speak in complete sentences when appropriate to task and situation in order to provide 
requested detail or clarification. 

Scan the digital or print newspaper for stories about people who have broken 
the law. Then select and read one or two stories that you think are age 
appropriate. Read the story aloud to the class and lead a discussion about the 
consequences that the perpetrator may face. You may ask "What rule or law 
did he/she break?" and "What can happen to someone who breaks the law?" 
Talk about why your school has laws/rules and what happens when they are 
broken. 
 
They Mean Business 
Standard: Determine the meaning of general academic and domain-specific words and phrases in a text 
relevant to a grade topic or subject area.  

Many of the high-ranking members of the Obama administration are former 
business executives. Are the policies of the president favorable to business? 
The students can look through the newspaper for businesses that are 
succeeding. 
 
Trading Cards  
Standard: Use information gained from the illustrations and words in a print or digital text to 
demonstrate understanding of its characters, setting, or plot. 

If you can collect baseball cards, why not make trading cards of today’s 
newsmakers? Have each student design a collector card of a newsmaker from 
today's paper. The front of the card should have the person's picture and the 
back of the card should include the pertinent information. 
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Quiz Show  
Standard: Ask and answer questions about information from a 
speaker, offering appropriate elaboration and detail.  

Have your students skim the Business section of 
the digital or print newspaper for an engaging 
article. They can take notes and develop 
questions for their own quiz about the story. The 
class can divide into groups and compete 
against each other by asking questions about 
the articles they chose. 
 
The Law 
Standard: Demonstrate command of the conventions of 
standard English grammar and usage when writing or 
speaking.  

Students can find stories in the print or digital 
newspaper about laws that are designed to protect us. They can make a chart 
of each law and its purpose. Students may also want to discuss or debate the 
fairness of these laws. Which laws or rules is part of their everyday school 
experience? Are there other rules that they believe should be created for 
school? 
 
Help Is On the Way  
Standard: Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information 
clearly. 

Students can find someone in the newspaper who needs help and write that 
person a letter telling where help can be found. Students should discuss 
where help is available for them when they encounter difficult times. Are 
there any resources in the newspaper for people in trouble? 
 
Character Hall of Fame  
Standard: Describe in depth a character, setting, or event in a story or drama, drawing on specific 
details in the text. 

Scan the print or digital newspaper for stories about honesty, courage, 
patriotism or other admirable qualities. Share some of those stories with your 
class. Ask students which people they would nominate for a Hall of Fame. 
 
The Cause of Violence  
Standard: Analyze multiple accounts of the same event or topic, noting important similarities and 
differences in the point of view they represent.  

Adults blame movies, television, videos and local news reports as some of the 
causes of violence in society. Have your students skim the print or digital 
newspaper to find an example of violence in each one of those categories. 
Then they can write a sentence explaining how their choices could contribute 
to violence in society. 
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Cultural Web Site  
Standard: Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and 
shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, 
and audiences.  

Students can imagine that they have been asked to maintain a web site about 
culture in the United States. Each day for a week, they should pick out at least 
five newspaper items that would give others an idea about what our country is 
like. They can highlight the individuals who are the main contributors to the 
events. Then they can draw a sketch of the Web site home page. 
 
Problems and Solutions  
Standard: Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text 
says explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text.  

Find a short article or photo caption that covers an 
environmental problem. Ask students to read the article 
and explain the problem. Can they think of a solution? Ask 
students to write to the person or group that has the problem mentioned in the 
paper. Can they give suggestions on how to solve the problem? They can 
draw a picture to illustrate the problem and solution. 
 
Criminal Activity  
Standards: Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension. 

It may be interesting to have students scan the print or digital newspaper for 
crime stories. Have them categorize the crimes they read about as minor or 
major crimes. What laws were violated? Then have them suggest a fair 
punishment for each crime. Is prison the answer or can they devise more 
creative punishments? 
 
Disaster Films  
Standard: Write narratives in which they recount a well-elaborated event or short sequence of events.  

Instruct your students to imagine that they are producers of a disaster movie. 
Have them scan the print or digital newspaper looking for an event that could 
translate into a film. They can outline a movie plan including plot sketch, 
casting and locations. 

 
Elementary - Grades K - 5 
Mathematics 
 
Pages Countdown  
Standard: Extend the counting sequence.  

The students can count by twos, threes, fours and 
fives by using the page numbers of the print or digital newspaper. Have the 
students circle the page numbers in red as they count by twos, circle in blue 
as they count by threes, fours in green and fives in orange. 
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Counting Noses  
Standard: Count to tell the number of objects. 

The students can practice counting. How many pictures are on the front page 
of the newspaper? Count every nose in the pictures. How many columns are 
on the front page? Using the daily comics, they can practice counting the 
number of frames or characters. 
 
Geometry Search  
Standard: Reason with shapes and their attributes. 

Have the students search through the print or digital newspaper and identify 
triangles, squares, rectangles, and circles. If you are working with a print 
newspaper, they can trace the shapes with markers and crayons.  Discuss 
which shape is found most often and which is the hardest to find. 
 
Clock Faces  
Standard: Work with time and money. 

If you are working with a print newspaper, you can have students cut boldface 
numbers from headlines and ads to create an analog clock face. They can use 
moveable hands to represent the times their favorite television shows begin 
and end by using the television schedule in the newspaper.   
      
                

                                                
 
Averages 
Standard: Solve problems involving measurement and estimation of intervals of time, liquid volumes, 
and masses of objects.  

Have the students estimate how many paragraphs they think are in each story 
on the front page of today's digital or print newspaper. They can count how 
many are in each story and then find the average number of paragraphs found 
in a story on the front page. Then have them find the average number of 
paragraphs in a story on page two. What is the difference between the 
averages on the two pages? 
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Graphing Ads  
Standard: Represent and interpret data. 

Have the students graph the number of full-page ads, half-page ads, quarter-
page ads, eighth-page ads, and smaller in one section of the print or digital 
newspaper. Have them write three questions that can be answered from their 
graphs. 
 
Automobile Numbers  
Standard: Use place value understanding and properties of operations to perform multi-digit arithmetic 
reasoning. 

The students can practice finding numbers in the ones, tens and hundreds 
columns. Have them turn to a page that has pictures of cars for sale. They can 
pick five cars with prices and circle all the numbers in the ones column in red. 
They can circle the tens-column numbers in blue and the hundreds-column 
numbers in green. Does one number show up in the ones column more than 
any other? 
   

                   
 
Getting to School  
Standard: Represent and interpret data. 
How do your students commute to school each day? Take a poll of the forms of 
transportation they use. They can make a bar graph to show the results. Then 
have them find examples of each of those transportation modes in the 
newspaper. Which is the most popular? Are there forms of transportation in 
the newspaper that are not represented in your class? Why? 
 
Round Off  
Standard: Use place value understanding and properties of operations to perform multi-digit arithmetic 
reasoning. 

The students can look through the print or digital newspaper advertisements 
for three-digit numbers. They can round each number off to the nearest 
hundred and then to the nearest ten. Then the students can write the rules for 
the process of rounding off. 
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Comparison Shopping  
Standard: Represent and solve problems involving addition and subtraction. 

The students can compare the prices of two different items in the food section. 
They can estimate the sum of the items and create word problems using 
"greater than", "less than" or "equal," about the items.  

 
Measure Up  
Standard: Measure and estimate lengths in standard units. 

Have the students choose a few pictures from today's 
print or digital newspaper. They should estimate the 
length and width of each one in inches and write their 
estimate. Then they can measure each picture, 
compare their accurate measurement to their guess 
and compute the difference. They can also try this 
activity using a centimeter ruler. 
 
Comic Fractions  
Standard: Develop understanding of fractions as numbers. 

The students can turn to the comics and count the 
number of panels in a comic strip. Are the panels of 
equal size? Have them color the number of panels that 
represent fractional parts (color halves in red, 
quarters in blue, etc.). Then they can label the panels 
with the fraction. They can also write word problems 
such as, "How many panels are in 1/2 of Sally Forth or 
1/4 of Dennis the Menace?" 
 

Quick Shop  
Standard: Use the four operations with whole numbers to solve problems. 

Have students scan the ads for five items that cost less than $20 each. Instruct 
them to make a chart listing the items and the cost. Have them find the total 
cost of all the items. How much change would they receive if they had $100 to 
spend? 
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Lines and Angles 
Standard: Classify two-dimensional figures into 
categories based on their properties. 
Have the students use letters in the 
headlines for this activity. Have them 
find letters that have parallel and/or 
perpendicular lines. They should find 
letters with acute, obtuse or right 
angles. Make a chart to show the 
results. 
 
Average Age  
Standard: Solve problems involving the four 
operations, and identify and explain patterns 

in arithmetic. 
Students can find the names and ages of five people who are in today’s print 
or digital newspaper. Have them determine the average age for the five 
people. 
 
Cars and Place Value  
Standard: Use place value understanding and properties of operations to add and subtract. 
Have students turn to the car advertisements and find the prices. They can 
indicate which numbers are in the ones, tens, hundreds, thousands, and ten 
thousands column. Have them determine the difference between the most and 
least expensive cars. 
 
Sports Graphs  
Standard: Represent and interpret data. 
The students can use the Sports section to collect data for graphing. They can 
make a line graph to show the number of victories for each team or the 
number of points scored in the reported games. Have the students write three 
conclusions from the information collected. Then they can look for interesting 
symbols and illustrations to decorate their graph. 
                                             
Salaries  
Standard: Solve problems involving the four 
operations, and identify and explain patterns 
in arithmetic. 
Students can look in the Classified 
ads and find three jobs, with 
salaries listed, that they might like 
when they grow up. They should 
figure out how much they would 
make in a year, a month, a week, 
a day and an hour. 
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Shop ‘Til You Drop  
Standard: Represent and solve problems involving addition and subtraction. 

Send the students on a shopping trip in the print or digital newspaper. They 
can find items that cost less than ten dollars. Which items cost more than one 
hundred dollars? Which cost more than one thousand dollars? They can 
compare the price of two similar televisions, automobiles or computers in 
ratios and discuss why they have different prices. Have them create three 
word problems using the information they found in the newspaper. 
 

                                                                     
 
Fractions to Decimals  
Standard: Understand decimal notation for fractions, and compare decimal fractions.  

Students can skim the advertisements for banks or mortgage companies 
looking for interest rates that include fractional parts. These can also be found 
in the ads for cars. Students can convert the fractions to decimals. 
 
Sports Report  
Standard: Develop understanding of fractions as numbers.  

Ask the students to measure in column inches the total amount of space 
devoted to sports for each page in the Sports section. What fraction is given to 
the reporting of men’s sports versus women’s sports? Have students analyze 
their findings and graph the results for each page of the Sports section. 
Discuss what might account for the differences. Then have the students 
measure again using metric rulers. 
 

Giving Directions  
Standard: Convert like measurement units within a given 
measurement system. 

Students can find each of the cities or countries 
mentioned on the front page on a map of the world. 
Have them use the scale to determine the distance 
from one place to another. Then they can give 
directions from different locations. 
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Elementary -  
Grades K - 5 
Science   
 
TV Time  
Standard: Tell and write time. 

The students can examine the 
television grid and pick five of their 
favorite shows. They can make a chart 
of the starting times, ending times and 
total minutes for each program, Then 
they can create paper plate clocks to indicate the starting and ending times of 
the shows found in the television listings. 
                           
Making Sense of the Senses  
Standard: Represent and interpret data. 

Using advertisements or photos in the print or digital newspaper, ask students 
to circle or color objects according to their sense of taste, touch, smell, sight, 
or hearing. Direct the students to circle the objects they can taste in yellow, 
those they can touch in red, objects they can smell in blue, those they can 
hear in green, and the objects they can see in orange. Have them make a 
picture graph to show the results of their search. They can write 3 
observations about their graph. 
 
Sink or Float   
Standard: Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners. 

The students can find pictures of things in the newspaper that they think will 
float. Which things do they think will sink? The class can discuss how and why 
they made their choices. 
 
Reduce, Reuse, Recycle  
Standard: Use words and phrases acquired through conversations, reading and being read to, and 
responding to texts. 

Have the students look through the advertisements in the digital or print 
newspaper for 10 common household items. Have them write the names of 
these items and place them into the following categories -- plastics, paper, 
glass, aluminum or non-recyclable. Then the students can create a graph 
showing the number of items they found in each category.   
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Wild or Domestic  
Standard: Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount 
an experience with appropriate facts and relevant, 
descriptive details, speaking clearly at an understandable 
pace. 

The students can divide into small groups 
and create "Wild and Domesticated 
Animals" collages. The students can select 
representations from the print or digital 
newspaper (using the print pdf tool) of 
animals that are indigenous to the wild and 
those that are domesticated. The students 
can deliver an oral report to the class about 
the collage. 
 
Natural Habitats  
Standard: Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to 
support comprehension. 

Each plant and animal on the Earth lives in a 
place that provides food, water, shelter, and 
living space. This place is called habitat. 
Some different kinds of habitats include 
woodlands, prairies, marshes, oceans, and 
deserts. The students can look in the 
newspaper for references to different 

habitats. Have them write down the type of habitat and the plants and animals 
that use that habitat. They can find other articles in the paper about threats to 
habitats. How are some habitats being destroyed or polluted? How is man 
sometimes an enemy to natural habitats? 
 
Changes  
Standard: Distinguish between information provided by pictures or other illustrations and information 
provided by the words in a text. 

The students can choose a photograph of a person in the digital or print 
newspaper. Direct them to identify three characteristics of the person that will 
change (i.e. hair length). Then they can find three characteristics that will 
remain unchanged (i.e. eye color). 
 
Body Types  
Standard: Determine the meaning of general academic and domain-specific words and phrases in a text.  

There are three types of bodies - endomorphs which are solid, round and 
powerful, mesomorphs which are muscular yet agile, and ectomorphs which 
are lean and long. Most people are a mixture of all three. Students can look at 
some of the people pictured in the print or digital newspaper and find 
examples of the different body types. Which is most like them? 
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Weather Wheels   
Standard: Ask and answer questions about key details in a text. 

Instruct the students to examine the weather page in the print or digital 
newspaper. Have them draw weather symbols (rainy, snowy, sunny, windy, 
cloudy, etc.) or cut them out of the paper if using a print newspaper. They can 
place the symbols for types of weather on a round sheet of poster paper to 
make the weather wheel. The wheel should have arrows in the center that can 
move to point to the different symbols on the wheel. The students determine 
the weather for the day and indicate it on the wheel by moving the arrows to 
the correct symbol. They can do the same for several different cities or states. 
 
Converting Metric  
Standard: Solve problems involving measurement and estimation of intervals of time, liquid volumes, 
and masses of objects.  

Have students convert food items or recipes in the digital or print newspaper 
from standard measurements to their metric equivalents. They can make 
estimates before performing the calculations. Have them make a chart to show 
all the results. Do your students think the U.S. should join other countries in 
using the metric system? Why or why not? 
 
Questioning Science  
Standard: Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and  
spelling when writing.  

Have the class read an article that is related to science. The students can 
develop a series of questions about the story. Then they can write a paragraph 
predicting what will happen next. 
 
Times are Changing  
Standard: Use information gained from illustrations (e.g., maps, photographs) and the words in a text to  
demonstrate understanding of the text. 

Have the students look in the newspaper for pictures of items they might find 
in their homes. The class can discuss which of these items they would not have 
found in their homes 50 years ago. How was life different without each item? 
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Signs of the Seasons  
Standard: Describe in depth a character, setting, or event in a story or drama, drawing on specific 
details in the text. 

The students can look at pictures of people in the newspaper. Have the 
students discuss and describe how the people are dressed. Have the students 
think about where the people are going, what they are doing, and what 
season of the year it is. What conclusions can the students draw from the 
pictures? Record their responses on chart paper. 
 
Energy Awareness  
Standard: Explain events, procedures, ideas, or concepts in a 
historical, scientific, or technical text. 

Using the newspaper as a resource, the students 
can find five examples of how they use 
electricity in their daily lives. They can talk 
about other ways to do those jobs without using 
electricity. The students can look for five items 
that can be recycled. Have them make a 
classroom bulletin board of recyclable items. 
      
Weather Hunt  
Standard: Interpret information presented visually, orally, or 
quantitatively. 

The students can turn to the weather forecast in today’s newspaper to answer 
these questions: Which US city had the warmest temperature and which had 
the coldest? Which city had the most rainfall? Are there cities where it 
snowed? Which international city had the warmest temperature? What is the 
weather outlook for the area? 
 
Water Murals  
Standard: Read and comprehend informational texts, including history/social studies, science, and 
technical texts. 

Ask students to collect articles on water supply and conservation. In small 
groups, the students can discuss the articles. Using the information from the 
articles, the groups can create murals that relate to water and conservation. 
Each group can make an oral report about their project. 
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Middle - Grades 6 - 8 
Language Arts   
           
Editorials  
Standard: Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences 
drawn from the text.  

Have students read an article that deals with a controversial subject. Then ask 
them to write letters to the editor expressing their opinions. The students can 
read some letters to the editor for examples. The students can revise and edit 
their letters and mail them to the paper. 
 

Song Lyrics  
Standard: Develop and strengthen 
writing as needed by planning, revising, 
editing, rewriting, or trying a new 
approach. 

Students can have fun 
selecting an object from the 
print or digital newspaper to 
write a song about. They can 
find the object; write a song 
title and the first verse of 
lyrics. Allow them to share 
their creations and, if they 
like, they can use a well-
known tune and set their 
words to music. 
 

 
Ask the Experts  
Standard: Delineate a speaker’s argument and specific claims, distinguishing claims that are supported 
by reasons and evidence from claims that are not. 

The students can select an article from the print or digital newspaper and 
study the major points. They can prepare an outline of the article and make a 
presentation to the class. The students can answer questions from their 
classmates about their article. 
 
Television Broadcast  
Standard: Include multimedia components and visual displays in presentations to clarify claims and 
findings and emphasize salient points. 

Working in teams, ask students to create a five-minute television broadcast 
featuring news, weather, sports and commercials from information found in 
the newspaper. Challenge students to interview others as part of their news 
segment. Ask each team to present their broadcast to their classmates. 
  
 
 



 25 

Get the Joke       
Standard: Analyze in detail how a key individual, event, 
or idea is introduced, illustrated, and elaborated in a text. 

People view different situations from a 
variety of perspectives. Often this makes 
the basis for comedy. Can your students 
read the comics to find a situation showing 
characters who are interpreting actions 
differently? Have them summarize the strip 
and the joke.  
 
Volunteering  
Standard: Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and 
research. 

Can your students find problems in the print or digital newspaper that they 
would be willing to work at solving? What issues do they see as worthy of 
their time? Have each student write an essay about the problem and the way 
in which he/she would be willing to volunteer for a solution. Under what 
circumstances would they be willing to donate some of their free time? And 
would they be willing to forgo any of their scheduled activities to volunteer? 
 
Celebrate the Differences  
Standard: Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and 
spelling when writing. 

Are there different types of people featured in the digital or print newspaper 
from whom your students can learn? Have your students search the paper for 
some unusual people. They can write profiles about the people and the 
lessons that can be learned from each person. 
 

Stressed Out  
Standard: Gather relevant information from multiple print and 
digital sources. 

Newspaper stories are often about events that are 
stressful and tense. Have the students find the top 
ten stressful situations in today's news. They can 
rate the events from most stressful to least 
stressful and talk about how they would handle 
them if they were involved. 
 
Overcoming Obstacles  
Standards: Analyze the main ideas and supporting details 
presented in diverse media and formats. 

Can your students find someone in the print or 
digital newspaper who overcame obstacles to 

achieve greatness? Or, can they find an example of a negative situation they 
believe could be turned into a positive outcome? Have them choose one of 
those assignments and write an essay describing what they found. 
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Talk the Talk  
Standard: Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening.  

Have students imagine that they are parents of a child their age. They can 
skim the digital or print newspaper and write a list of important issues/topics 
to discuss with that child. Have them find at least five topics and prioritize the 
list from most to least important. Then have them write a paragraph telling 
how they would introduce a discussion about each topic. Would they feel 
comfortable discussing any of these topics with their parents? 
 
Guns in America  
Standard:  Analyze in detail the structure of a specific paragraph in a text, including the role of particular 
sentences in developing and refining a key concept.  

Suppose your students had to draw conclusions about the safety and use of 
guns, just using today's print or digital newspaper as a resource. What would 
they believe? That's the assignment--to search the news for stories about guns 
and to draw conclusions about guns based on what they read. After reading 
the appropriate articles, each student can write an essay of conclusions about 
gun use, safety and laws. 
 
Teenspeak  
Standard: Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when 
writing or speaking.  

Knowledge of slang helps when talking to teens. Your students can have fun 
with this assignment. Let each student choose one or two paragraphs from the 
newspaper and rewrite each in "teenspeak" using some slang heard around 
school. 
 

 
 
Feelings  
Standard: With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as 
needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach. 

Explain to students how emotions affect behavior. Can they find a story in the 
print or digital newspaper about someone whose emotions impacted on their 
actions? Have them write an analysis of how feelings determined action in that 
situation. How do they think they would respond under similar circumstances? 



 27 

 
Job Information  
Standard: Gather vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to 
comprehension or expression and phrases. 

Have the students examine the help wanted ads for information on available 
jobs. Based on the research the student should prepare a job fair brochure 
that includes job opportunities, salary, working conditions, hours and 
benefits. 
 
Comic Characters  
Standard: Compare and contrast a fictional portrayal of a time, place, or character. 

It may be fun for students to analyze a comic character they like in order to 
see what it is that makes it appealing. Have them list the character's traits - for 
example - lazy, cheerful, or curious. They should tell why they think the 
character exhibits each trait. Then have them find someone in the newspaper 
who possesses similar traits and write a comparison between the person and 
the character. 
 
Point of View    
Standard: Analyze how an author develops and contrasts 
the points of view of different characters or narrators in a 
text.  

It is interesting to look at situations from 
another point of view. Here is a writing 
assignment that will provide practice in this 
standard. Have students select a story from 
the print or digital newspaper involving at 
least one person and an object. The object 
could be anything, a car, a building, even a 
fire. The students should write about the same story from the perspective of 
the object involved. 
 
Debating the Issues  
Standard: Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and 
teacher- led) with diverse partners. 

Working in teams, challenge students to use the newspaper to research and 
debate a controversial issue. Encourage students to use news stories and 
editorials to gather facts and opinions to support their arguments. Allow each 
side to present their point of view, rebuttal and closing statements. At the 
close of the debates, discuss which side was most convincing and why. 
 
Monologues  
Standard: Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative 
and connotative meanings. 

Find someone in the newspaper who is experiencing a difficult period. Have 
your students read the story and write a first-person narrative of an internal 
monologue that person might have. What would the person say to him/herself 
to get through the bad times? What might some of his/her thoughts be?                                   
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Aliens  
Standard: Write informative/explanatory texts to 
examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and 
information through the selection, organization, and 
analysis of relevant content. 

Have students look at our society from the 
perspective of an alien. Assign students to 
imagine that they are visiting aliens and 
they have to write reports back to their 
home planets telling their conclusions 
about Earth. They can use the print or 
digital newspaper as the source for 
material and write the report based on 
what they read. What would they think of 
our society if they knew only what was in 
the newspaper? 
 
Generation Gap  
Standard: Write arguments to support claims with clear 
reasons and relevant evidence.  

Do teens deserve the bad rap they get? 
Do teens have a bad reputation as well? Talk with your students about some of 
the stereotypes about teenagers. Are they true? Are there any stories about 
teens in your newspaper? Have students find all stories about teens and 
analyze the public relations impact of the news. Is the news good for the 
reputation of teens in general? Challenge students to develop a campaign 
slogan to promote what is good about teenagers. 
 
Sales Pitch  
Standard: Present claims and findings, sequencing ideas logically and using pertinent descriptions, 
facts, and details to accentuate main ideas or themes. 

The students can scan the advertisements in the digital or print newspaper. 
Working in teams, have them select one advertised item and develop a sales 
pitch to sell it to the class. Challenge students to incorporate directions for its 
use, catchy slogans, impressive statistics, testimonials and other persuasive 
tactics in their pitch. Each team will present their sales pitch to the rest of the 
class. Following each presentation, discuss the tactics selected and how each 
influences sales. 

 
Writing Dialogues  
Standard: Analyze the interactions between individuals, events, 
and ideas in a text. 

Assign students to work in pairs to write 
dialogues. Each pair can choose a topic from the 
digital or print newspaper that would be an 
intriguing way to start a conversation and then write a short dialogue between 
two people discussing that topic. You may want to allow students time in class 
to read their dialogues aloud. 
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Fads  
Standard: Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words 
and phrases. 

The students can brainstorm a list of current fads and then have them find 
evidence of fads in the newspaper. They can look for fads in the fields of 
fashion, food, entertainment or even sports. Have them make predictions 
about how long they think each one will last and discuss why they are 
popular. 
 
Radio News  
Standard: Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the 
text; provide an objective summary of the text.  

If your students programmed a radio talk show geared to teens, what topics 
would they choose? Have them use the newspaper as a source for material 
and outline at least two shows they would want to air. What topics? What 
guests? What questions would be asked? Who would be appropriate 
sponsors?  

                           
 
Preservation  
Standard: Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening.  

Talk with your students about the things they think are worth preserving. Are 
there any such items or places in your community? Have each student look at 
display ads in the newspaper and then design a public service ad 
encouraging people to help to preserve a local feature they think is important. 
 
 
Fantasy vs. Reality    
Standard: Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and 
information through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content. 

Do your students enjoy watching realistic shows or do they prefer far-out 
fantasy? Have them examine the television listings and mark with an x the 
reality-based shows and put a check next to the fantasies. Which are there 
more of? What conclusions do they draw from this research? Have them write 
a review of one of the programs. 
 



 30 

Poetry Slam  
Standard: Analyze how a drama’s or poem’s form or structure (e.g., soliloquy, sonnet) contributes to its 
meaning. 

Poetry slams are a form of artistic expression. Poets are encouraged to be 
loud and demonstrative. The audience may be even louder! This is truly "in 
your face" poetry! If you have been trying to get students to express 
themselves vividly, invite students to an in-class poetry slam. Each student 
should write a short poem, less than one minute in length, using words from 
the headlines in the newspaper. Allow them to perform their creations in 
class. 
 

Middle - Grade 6 - 8 
Social Studies  

                                                                    
Time of Your Life  
Standard: Integrate visual information (e.g., in 
charts, graphs, photographs, videos, or maps) with 
other information in print and digital texts.  

Students can make a timeline of the 
events in their lives from birth to the 
present. Then they can find an article 
in the print or digital newspaper that 
lends itself to creating a timeline and 
make one for that story as well. They 
will need to select an article that gives 
sufficient information for this kind of 
project. 
 
 

Goods and Services  
Standard: Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic 
ideas and concepts.  

Using advertisements and inserts from the digital or print newspaper, have 
students identify whether the advertisements are for goods or services. Have 
students find examples of both and circle the goods and underline the 
services. Ask students to identify which goods and services have the highest 
demand. 
 
Freedom in America  
Standard: Develop the topic with relevant, well-chosen facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or 
other information and examples. 

Talk with your students about some of the rights to which all Americans are 
entitled. Then have them search the digital or print newspaper for any 
examples of our rights or freedoms or violations of those. They can write 
summaries of what they find. 
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World Issues      
Standard: Describe how a text presents information (e.g., 
sequentially, comparatively, causally).   
Have the students use the print or digital 
newspaper to identify current social, political 
and economic issues in the world. They can 
make a list of the issues and rate them on a 1 to 
10 scale with one being least important and 10 
being most important. Students can make bar 
graphs to show the results. 
 
Conflicts  
Standard: Conduct short research projects to answer a question, 
drawing on several sources and generating additional related, focused questions that allow for multiple 
avenues of exploration.  

Just how prevalent are stories about conflicts in or between different countries 
in your newspaper? Assign students to work in groups, to investigate these 
conflicts. After determining the scope of the problem, have students discuss 
any possible solutions. What are the root causes of the problems? Are they 
hopeful that the hostilities can be reduced?  
 
New Laws  
Standard: Identify key steps in a text’s description of a process related to history/social studies (e.g., 
how a bill becomes law).  

Many states around the country are considering making teens wait until age 
17 to drive after midnight. The law is designed to protect the young drivers 
from being involved in traffic accidents by giving them more years of driving 
experience before allowing them to drive in the wee hours. Many believe this 
new law will save lives. Can your students find a story in today's print or 
digital newspaper about a life that could perhaps have been saved by the 
passing of a new law? Have them find such a story and write a draft of the law 
that could have helped. 
 
The Melting Pot  
Standard: Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, 
organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

The United States is a country of great diversity with 
many different cultures, ethnic groups and religions 
represented among the people. How much of this 
diversity is reflected in your newspaper? Have students 
skim your paper and keep track of different types of people mentioned or 
pictured. After they have taken the count, have them draw conclusions about 
the diversity of the newspaper. Does it accurately represent their community, 
their state, and their nation? Have them do the research and write a paragraph 
drawing their conclusions and discussing whether they find this issue 
important. 
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Entrepreneur  
Standard: Support claim(s) with logical reasoning and relevant, accurate data and evidence that 
demonstrate an understanding of the topic or text, using credible sources.  

It takes lots of planning and organizing to start your own business. The 
students can use ideas from the digital or print newspaper as a springboard 
for starting their own business. The students can write the steps they would 
take from start to finish. They can then examine the newspaper for an event or 
activity that required planning. What steps were taken to complete the task? 
 
Outlining the Top Stories  
Standard: Establish and maintain a formal style. 

Have the students read an article from the front page that deals with a 
government policy. They can underline the main point in each paragraph. 
Have them prepare an outline of the story using the headlines, subheads, and 
captions from the story. The students should write five questions that they 
would like to ask the characters in the story. Finally, have the students 
respond to the article in a journal entry. 
 
Partisan Politics  
Standard: Draw evidence from informational texts to support analysis reflection, and research.  

Students can search the print or digital newspaper for articles that represent 
the views of political parties. They should write down their findings on each 
party, such as prominent members of each party and where the parties stand 
on certain issues. They can develop an oral presentation and tell about the 
political parties. Where do they stand on these important issues? 
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Radio Broadcast  
Standard: Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, using search terms 
effectively. 

Students can find articles from the digital or print newspaper about a person, 
group, or companies involved in a conflict with the law over the environment. 
They should answer these questions: What is the conflict? How might the 
conflict be resolved? They can write a brief description of the events that led 
up to the conflict -- who was responsible and what might happen next. Using 
the material collected, they can prepare an analysis of the conflict in the form 
of a radio broadcast and present their broadcast to the class. 
 
What’s in a Name? 
Standard: Write informative/explanatory texts, including the narration of historical events.  

The names for sports teams often relate to the geography, economics or 
cultural aspects of an area. Direct students to the Sports section of the 
newspaper and to the standings for one of the professional leagues. Have 
them look through articles to find the team names. Then they can find a team 
name that fits into each of four categories (history, geography, economics or 
culture) and write an explanation of why the names are significant. Challenge 
the class to create new nicknames for sports teams that relate to the history, 
geography, economics or culture of the area or to form a play-on-words of the 
original name.  
 
Optimistic Kids  
Standard: Identify aspects of a text that reveal an author’s point of view or purpose. 

One of the keys to maintaining an optimistic attitude is the ability to turn a 
negative situation into a positive one. Assign students to find a story in the 
print or digital newspaper that has a negative spin. Ask students to write an 
epilogue to the story turning the negative into a positive result. 
 
Pollution Problem  
Standard: Use appropriate and varied transitions to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among 
ideas and concepts.  

Pollution is a problem but, according to your newspaper, is it a prevalent 
problem? Assign small groups of students to skim a section of the newspaper. 
Can they find any stories about pollution or other environmental problems? 
Have them summarize the problem and outline a potential solution. 
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Look into the Future          
Standard: Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the information or 
explanation presented. 

Ask your students to formulate opinions about the future of United States. Have 
them write an opinion statement and use the newspaper for details to support 
their opinion. Can they find examples of optimism or pessimism in the print or 
digital newspaper? They can write essays with their opinion and supporting 
examples. It may be fun to have them conduct a debate about the future, using 
the information they found. 
 
Political Cartoon  
Standard: Distinguish among fact, opinion, and reasoned judgment in a text. 

Have the students find a political cartoon in the print or digital newspaper and 
write down all their observations. The students can then discuss what political 
commentary is being made. What conclusions can they draw from the 
message that the cartoonist is conveying? Have your students draw their own 
political cartoons about a national issue. They can write a paragraph 
explaining their cartoon. 
 
Culture 
Standard: Use words, phrases, and clauses to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among 
claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence. 

Discuss with your class what people from different racial and ethnic groups do 
to maintain their culture. Then have your students skim the digital or print 
newspaper to see if they can find any stories involving cultural activities. Have 
them write down what they find. 
 
Editorial Board  
Standard: Distinguish among fact, opinion, and reasoned 
judgment in a text.  

Students can imagine that they are the 
editors of the newspaper and must decide 
what story on the front page should be the 
lead story. They should present a case to 
the editorial board for their choice. Have 
them decide why the story is important and 
how the writing style fits the front page. 
They can write a memo expressing their opinions. 
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Domain 
Standard: Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and present the 
relationships between information and ideas clearly and efficiently.  

The part of a Web address to the far right is the user domain. There are 
several domains in the United States to show the type of organization. Some of 
those are: com (commercial), edu (education), gov (government), mil 
(military), net (networking) and org (non-profit). Have the students find five 
organizations in the newspaper that do not show their web addresses. They 
should determine which domain each might use. 
 

                             
 
Government Services  
Standard: Read and comprehend history/social studies texts in the grades 6–8 text complexity band 
independently and proficiently.  

Have students scan the print or digital newspaper for stories, articles and ads 
for government services and agencies. The class can generate a list of 
government services and indicate which level of government -- federal, state 
or local -- is responsible. Then the students can prioritize the list in order from 
most important to least important. Have the students write a brief statement 
about how government services affect their lives. 
 
Human Rights  
Standard: Develop the topic with relevant, well-chosen facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or 
other information and examples. 

Have students scan the world or international news section of the digital or 
print newspaper and identify stories pertaining to human rights. Have the 
students identify what specific rights are being violated and how the conflict 
can be resolved. They can write a plan of action that might solve the problem. 
 
World Peace          
Standard: Integrate visual information (e.g., in charts) with other 
information in print and digital texts.  

Experts have identified areas where there could be 
major conflicts in the coming year. The students can 
take the challenge and scan the print or digital 
newspaper for stories about trouble spots that 
threaten world peace. Have them locate each spot on 
a map and then create a chart to show the country or countries where the 
conflict is brewing, the continent, and the reasons for the trouble. 
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Diversity Counts  
Standard: Write routinely over extended time frames and shorter time frames for a range of discipline-
specific tasks, purposes, and audiences.  

Assign your students to assemble a group of diverse people from the print or 
digital newspaper who would make a complete panel to speak to students. 
Students can write short explanations for why they selected each person and 
what they hope to learn from that person. 
 
Gender Bender  
Standard: Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including vocabulary 
specific to domains related to history/social studies. 

Can anything be categorized as exclusively male or female? Have students 
search through the digital or print newspaper and create a list of activities or 
items that can be classified as "men only" or "women only." Have them justify 
their reasons for each selection and discuss them with the class. 
 
Targeting Teens 
Standard: Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic.  

Many advertisers specifically target teenagers when they promote their 
products. Direct the class to search through the print or digital newspaper for 
products that are marketed to kids. They can make a list of those products and 
tell why they believe kids are being targeted. Then have them brainstorm the 
advantages and disadvantages of our economic system. 
 
Don’t Give Up  
Standard: Draw evidence from informational texts to support analysis reflection, and research. 

People who refuse to give up may be the subject of a news story. Look 
through your newspaper for an example of a person who persevered to 
achieve a goal. Why do you think that person was so determined? What 
makes some people more determined than others? Write about a time when 
you were successful because you didn’t give up. 
 

Middle - Grade 6 - 8 -
Mathematics  
 
Entertainment Graph  
Standard: Develop understanding of statistical 
variability.  

The students can categorize television 
shows in the TV listings into humorous, 
educational, sports, drama and 
informational. Have them make circle 
graphs showing how many programs are 
in each category. Or they can graph the number of G, PG, PG13, and R movies 
playing in theaters. Have them write three observations about their graph. 
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Plotting 
Standard: Solve real-world and mathematical problems involving area, surface area, and volume. 

Have the students find a map in the digital or print newspaper. They should 
use a ruler to make a grid over the map, making sure that the lines of their 
grids are equidistant from one another. Have them label the horizontal and 
vertical lines with a letter. Then they can identify five places on the map by 
the coordinates or the names of the intersecting lines. 
 
Ratios  
Standard: Analyze proportional relationships and use them to solve real-world and mathematical  
problems. 

Have the students compare the price of five pairs of similar items. They can 
create a chart to illustrate the differences in price. Have them express each 
pair in a ratio. 

 
Apartment Set Up  
Standard: Solve real-life and mathematical problems 
using numerical and algebraic expressions and 
equations.  

The students can use the classified ads to 
furnish a new apartment. Have them 
estimate the total cost they think they will 
have to spend. The students can list all the 
necessities and find prices for them in the 
paper. Then they can list the luxuries and 
their costs. What conclusions can the 
students draw from this activity? Did they 
need more or less money than they 
thought? 

 
Won / Loss Percentage  
Standard: Apply and extend previous understandings of operations with fractions to add, subtract, 
multiply, and divide rational numbers. 

Have the students work in pairs and use the professional sports standings to 
determine the win/lose percentages of their favorite teams. One student can 
give his/her partner the number of victories and defeats for the teams while 
covering the percentages listed in the paper. They can both check the 
answers against the newspaper. They can round off the numbers to the 
nearest tenth and hundredth. 
 
Personal Care  
Standard: Use properties of operations to generate equivalent expressions. 

Teens spend lots of money on personal care products. Have your students use 
the ads in the print or digital newspaper to find the cost of some of the 
products they use. Have them list all of the products or types of products they 
buy. Using the information in the ads, see if they can estimate the amount they 
spend on these products in a year. 
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Area and Perimeter  
Standard: Draw, construct, and describe geometrical figures and describe the relationships between 
them.  

Here is some geometry practice for your students. Have them find unusual 
geometric shapes pictured in the newspaper and then write the formula to 
find the area and perimeter of each. 
 
Women and Men in Sports                                                           
Standard: Solve real-life and mathematical problems involving 
angle measure, area, surface area, and volume. 

Have students make predictions about the 
percentage of coverage in the Sports section of 
the newspaper that pertains to women. Then 
assign different groups of students to compute 
the number of column inches of text on each 
page of the Sports section. Have them count the 
number of inches devoted to men's sports and 
the number of inches devoted to women's 
sports. What is the area of each? 
 
Teens and Television  
Standard: Summarize and describe distributions. 

Do your students think kids their age are accurately portrayed on television? 
They can use the television listings in the print or digital newspaper and rate 
the shows that have teens on a 1-5 scale as to the accuracy of the teen 
depiction (1 being best) and graph the results. They can compare the 
television depiction to the newspaper depiction. If one read only today's 
newspaper, what would that person conclude about teenagers in our society? 
 

Para Graph    
Standard: Summarize and describe distributions.  

Have students locate a chart or graph in the digital or print newspaper and 
write, in paragraph form, all of the information in the graph or chart. Then 
have students exchange papers and draw conclusions based on the written 
information. Have them look at the graph or chart and compare the 
differences and similarities in reading charts versus paragraphs. 
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Weekend Budgeting   
Standard: Use properties of operations to generate equivalent 
expressions. 

Each student is in charge of planning a weekend 
of fun for his/her family. Have them estimate 
what they will need to spend. Using the 
newspaper, the students can plan activities and 
calculate the cost. How would the weekend 
activities change if the budget were reduced? 
 
Geometry Problem 
Standard: Understand congruence and similarity using physical 
models, transparencies, or geometry software.  

Do a newspaper search of geometric shapes and classify the shapes into 
categories. Then make comparisons between the attributes of several shapes. 
Write a paragraph explaining the similarities and differences. 
  
Independent Living  
Standard: Apply and extend previous understandings of operations with fractions to add, subtract, 
multiply, and divide rational numbers.  
Assign each student to use the classified ads to plan an independent life. They 
need to find a job, a car and a place to live in the ads. Have them compute the 
cost of living per week, month and year. Do they think a teen could handle 
this monthly bill? 

 
Estimating  
Standard: Summarize and describe distributions.  

Discuss the concept of estimation. 
Have students estimate how many 
words appear in the lead story on 
today’s front page. Have the students 
discuss techniques they can use to be 
more accurate with their estimating. 
Using this information, have students 
estimate the total number of words in 
the article. The students can write 
about the process used to make their 
guess. They can create a classroom 
graph to show the estimates of each 
student. 
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Stock Market Values  
Standard: Apply and extend previous 
understandings of operations with 
fractions to add, subtract, multiply, and 
divide rational numbers.  

Have the students look 
through the stock market 
listings and compare the value 
of various stocks. They can 
convert the decimals to 
fractions and find the stock’s 
value on the market. Which 
stock has the highest value? 
 
Probability  
Standard: Summarize and describe distributions. 

Have the students look for the professional standings for a team. Your students 
can determine how likely they are to win their next game based on the team’s 
current record, its recent performances and the record of its next opponent. 
They can write a short explanation of their judgment. 
 

Ed TV  
Standard: Develop understanding of statistical 
variability.  
Have the students use the television 
listings in the newspaper to 
determine if any of the shows they 
currently watch are educational. 
Each student can select five shows 
they have seen recently from the 
listings and rate each one on a 1-10 
scale indicating how educational the 
show was. (10 represents that the 

show is like spending time with Einstein, 1 represents a show that's about as 
educational as talking to cheese.) After students have completed the ratings 
they can compile the results and create a bar graph of the findings. How many 
or what percent of all the shows proved educational? What did they learn from 
some of the shows they watch? 
 
Standings Stats  
Standard: Apply and extend previous understandings of operations with fractions to add, subtract, 
multiply, and divide rational numbers.  

The students can look through the sports scores to create math problems by 
comparing the results of the games played. They can estimate the difference 
and make subtraction problems. They can also compare wins and losses from 
the standings. Have them write three observations from the data. 
 
 



 41 

Estimating Area                                                              
Standard: Solve real-life and mathematical problems involving 
angle measure, area, surface area, and volume. 
Select five photographs from the print or 
digital newspaper. Estimate the area of each 
photo and place them in order from greatest 
area to smallest. Then calculate the exact area 
using the appropriate formula. How accurate 
were your estimates?  
 
Location Vacation  
Standard: Analyze proportional relationships and use them to 
solve real-world and mathematical problems.  

Have students locate travel advertisements or other places mentioned in the 
print or digital newspaper and identify three places they would like to visit for 
a vacation. They can plot these locations on a scaled map and estimate the 
distances. Then they can measure the distances from home to the vacation 
spots and compare their estimates. 
 
Source of Information  
Standard: Develop understanding of statistical variability.  

Find a simple graph or chart in the newspaper that accompanies a story. Ask 
the students to record five conclusions from the graph or chart. Then they 
should read the story to confirm their information. Which do they think is a  
better source of information, the graph or the story? Then the students can 
make a prediction based on the data. Have them give reasons for their choice. 
 
 

Middle -  
Grades 6 - 8  
Science    
   
Machines  
Standard: Cite specific textual evidence to 
support analysis  

Challenge the students to find 
pictures of simple machines in the paper. They can label the types of 
machines they find. Then they can look through the print or digital newspaper 
for photos and ads of complex machines. Ask them to list the machines they 
find and include the type of simple machines that actually make them work. 
Have the students write brief descriptions of how one of the machines 
operates. 
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Working Out                                                         
Standard: Determine the meaning of symbols, key terms, 
and other domain-specific words and phrases as they are 
used in a specific scientific or technical context  

Have students use the Sports section of the 
print or digital newspaper to find ten verbs 
telling the actions of some of the players. 
Have them list the verbs and then write a 
step-by step description of a workout a 
person could do incorporating those 
actions. For example, if the words include 
running and jumping the workout might 
include running in place and doing jumping 
jacks. 
 
Science Courses  
Standard: Determine the central ideas or conclusions of a 
text; provide an accurate summary of the text distinct from prior knowledge or opinions. 

Challenge your students to use the digital or print newspaper as a resource to 
find ideas for interesting science-related courses they would like to see in 
school. Have them brainstorm ideas and then write a course description for 
one such class. 
 
Advances in Science  
Standard: Follow precisely a multistep procedure when carrying out experiments, taking 
measurements, or performing technical tasks. 

There are often stories of medical or scientific advancement in the news. 
Allow students time to skim the print or digital newspaper to find such a story 
and to write a brief 5 W (who, what, when, where, why) summary of the 
article. 
 
Natural Disasters  
Standard: Integrate quantitative or technical information expressed in words in a text with a version of 
that information expressed visually (e.g., in a flowchart, diagram, model, graph, or table). 

The students can collect articles about environmental disasters and have them 
locate the place on a map. They can record what happened and what were the 
effects in a "cause and effect" chart in their notebooks. Then they can write a 
description of the physical changes to the Earth. 
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Space Travel  
Standard: Analyze the structure an author uses to organize a text, including how the major sections 
contribute to the whole and to an understanding of the topic. 

Imagine that your students have been dropped here from another planet to 
make judgments about Earth, based on appearance of Earthlings, using only 
the print or digital newspaper as a resource. Each student can write a report 
back to the home planet commander describing what he or she saw and 
consequently concluded. 
 

                
 
Healthy Living  
Standard: Integrate quantitative or technical information expressed in words in a text with a version of 
that information expressed visually (e.g., in a flowchart, diagram, model, graph, or table). 

Have students skim the digital or print newspaper to find products and 
services that foster healthy living. Have them make a chart to illustrate how 
each item promotes fitness and of what they do to maintain a healthy lifestyle. 
 
Business Development  
Standard: Analyze the author’s purpose in providing an explanation, describing a procedure, or 
discussing an experiment in a text. 

The students can use the Business section to find an example of development 
that might cause change in the ecology of an area. They can list the 
advantages the development may have for the economy of the area as well as 
the disadvantages this type of development may have on the ecology of the 
area. They can draw cartoons to send a strong message to the audience. Have 
them examine the editorial cartoons in the newspaper for models. 
 
Weather Watch                                                                             
Standard: Determine the central ideas or conclusions of a text; provide an accurate summary of the text 
distinct from prior knowledge or opinions. 

Whether it's global warming, hurricanes, blizzards or 
scorching heat, weather is big news. Have students skim 
today's digital or print newspaper for news involving 
weather. Each student can write a summary of the story 
and how the weather impacted the events.  
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Environmental Impact              
Standard: Distinguish among facts, 
reasoned judgment based on 
research findings, and speculation 
in a text. 
The students can hunt for 
evidence in newspaper 
articles of humans having 
an effect on the 
environment. Is the impact 
a positive or negative one? 
Students can consider how 
humans affect habitats and 
life cycles of other plants 
and animals. The students 
can write a response to the 
article they found. 
 
The Best for the Planet Debate  
Standard: Analyze the structure an author uses to organize a text, including how the major sections 
contribute to the whole and to an understanding of the topic. 

What do your students think about the issue of peoples' needs and desires 
versus what's best for the planet? Encourage students to find an article in the 
print or digital newspaper that relates to this issue. Have the class conduct a 
debate about the problem. Finally, after reading some of the letters to the 
editor in the newspaper, have them write letters expressing their opinions on 
this issue. 
 
Scientific Breakthrough  
Standard: Determine the central ideas or conclusions of a text; provide an accurate summary of the text 
distinct from prior knowledge or opinions. 

Have your students look through the digital or print newspaper for a scientific 
breakthrough. What are some of the benefits because of this discovery? What 
work remains to be done? Have the students write a brief summary of any 
article they find in the newspaper that fits the topic. 
 
Power Play  
Standard: Determine the meaning of symbols, key terms, and other domain-specific words and phrases 
as they are used in a specific scientific or technical context. 

Have the students select one electrical 
appliance pictured in the print or digital 
newspaper ads that they use regularly. Have 
them write a description of how they could live 
without that appliance and still accomplish the 
same function using only their own energy, not 
electrical power. For example, they could 
replace a hair dryer by letting hair air-dry. 
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Rating Healthy Products  
Standard: Integrate quantitative or technical information 
expressed in words in a text with a version of that 
information expressed visually (e.g., in a flowchart, 
diagram, model, graph, or table). 

Have students skim the print or digital 
newspaper to find five products that 
promote fitness. Have them rate the five 
from 1 to 5 with 5 being most effective. The 
students can make a graph to show their 
results. Then they can then design a 
newspaper ad to sell the most effective 
product. Have students reflect on the 
importance of being fit and what they do to 
safeguard their health. 
 

Weather Impact  
Standard: Read and comprehend science/technical texts in the grades 6–8 text complexity band 
independently and proficiently.  

Students can turn to the weather page and compare the temperatures. Are 
there areas around the country with similar temperatures and weather 
conditions? Have students scan the newspaper to find examples of how 
climate (or temperature), location, and physical surroundings affect the way 
local residents live. 
 
Conserve and Recycle                                   
Standard: Distinguish among facts, reasoned judgment based on research findings, and speculation in a 
text. 
Do your students know they are consuming the planet 
every day? Almost all aspects of living have an 
environmental cost. Students can scan the print or 
digital newspaper for examples of ways in which we 
are consuming more resources than necessary and 
ways in which we are being conservative consumers. 
Which are easier to find? 
 
New Inventions  
Standard: Determine the central ideas or conclusions of a text; provide an accurate summary of the text 
distinct from prior knowledge or opinions. 

Students can examine several issues of your print or digital newspaper for 
articles, advertisements, etc., reporting new inventions, discoveries, or 
products. They can list these new items and briefly describe each one. How 
might each new invention or discovery benefit or impact society? 
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Secondary -  
Grades 9 -12       
Language Arts 
     
Express Yourself 
Standard: Read and comprehend 
literature, including stories, dramas, 
and poems, at the high end of the 
grades 9–12 text complexity band 
independently and proficiently.  

Have the students select an 
article in the news about 
people who are expressing 
themselves. They can write a 
summary of the article 
detailing the methods used to 
get their message across. 
Then they can explain the most effective way to express their opinion. 
 
It’s For Sale 
Standard: Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts,  
using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence. 

Products and services are for sale throughout the print and digital newspaper. 
Is there something particular in the newspaper that your students would like 
to sell? Direct them to write a sales pitch to sell the goods or services to a 
perspective buyer. They should include a description of the product or 
service, the benefits and why it fits customers' needs. 
 
Pulitzer Prize 
Standard: Analyze how an author’s choices concerning how to structure a text, order events within it 
manipulate time.  

The Pulitzer Prize is awarded each year for accomplishment in the field of 
journalism. Have the students select an article in the digital or print 
newspaper that they think is an award winner. What makes it a great story? Is 
it the style, the subject matter or the investigative technique? The students can 
write why they would award a prize for their choice. 
 
Fact vs. Opinion 
Standard: Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly 
as well as inferences drawn from the text. 

Editorials contain facts and opinions. The students should select an editorial 
from today's print or digital paper and find three words or phrases that denote 
facts and three that show opinions. They should prepare an oral argument 
defending their opinion on the subject. 
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Negotiating Contracts 
Standard: Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when 
writing or speaking. 

The newspaper often includes stories about conflict. Talk to students about 
how challenging it can be to resolve a dispute. Then have them find a story in 
the news where two sides cannot agree. They can write a fair contract to 
resolve the disagreement.  
 

 
 
Critical Reading 
Standard: Read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, at the high end of the 
grades 9–10 text complexity band independently and proficiently.  

The students can choose one story from the front page of today's print or 
digital newspaper. Have them underline the main idea and then identify 
several details about that idea. Is the main idea included in the headline? 
Have them write three other possible headlines that could also be used. 
 
Point of View 
Standard: Analyze a case in which grasping point of view requires distinguishing what is directly stated 
in a text from what is really meant (e.g., satire, sarcasm, irony, or understatement).  

Have the students study the letters to the editor in today's print or digital 
newspaper. They can find one they agree with and one with which they 
disagree. They can write a "Point of View" column giving their opinion about 
each letter. Be sure the students support their side with details about why they 
feel the way they do. 

 
Journal Writing       
Standard: Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, 
revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on 
addressing what is most significant for a specific purpose and audience. 

Learning to keep a journal helps students to be more 
comfortable expressing thoughts and opinions in 
writing. Sometimes people have trouble thinking of 
things to write about in a journal. The students can use the  
newspaper for a source of "journal prompts." They should look for an article 
that evokes some feeling. Have them read the article and then react to it in 
writing in a journal entry, describing the issue in the article and how they feel 
about it. They may choose to share the journal with others or may prefer 
privacy. 
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Read Aloud 
Standard: Adapt speech to a variety 
of contexts and tasks, demonstrating 
command of formal English when 
indicated or appropriate. 

People don't often read 
newspaper stories aloud. 
Ask your students why 
they think this is so. Have 
them find a story in today's 
newspaper that would be 
good to read aloud. They 
should practice reading it 
with great expression and 

then take turns reading parts of their story to the class. 
 
Follow My Lead 
Standard: Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and 
research. 

The first one or two paragraphs of a news story are called the "lead." The lead 
often has the answers to the questions of who, what, when, where and why. A 
good lead should also grab the reader and encourage the reading of the rest 
of the article. Have the class read all of the leads for stories on the front page 
of today's print or digital newspaper. Of all the leads, which is the most 
interesting and would make the reader want to finish the rest of the story? 
Which lead is least interesting? The students can rewrite the least interesting 
lead to improve it. They should look at the best lead for some clues on how to 
do this. 
 
Time Savers 
Standard: Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative, 
connotative, and technical meanings; analyze the cumulative impact of specific word choices on 
meaning and tone. 

Abbreviations are great because they save time in writing. When you are 
paying for space they can save money, too. Explain to your class that when 
you buy a classified ad you pay for the space, so the shorter your ad, the more 
money you save. The students should read some of the classified ads of items 
for sale. Then they can write an ad to sell something they are wearing today. 
The goal is to be concise but descriptive and to use abbreviations so the ad 
won't cost too much. 
 
Personalities 
Standard: Analyze how complex characters (e.g., those with multiple or conflicting motivations) develop 
over the course of a text, interact with other characters, and advance the plot or develop the theme.  

The students can select one of the stories on the front page and determine 
who the main characters are. Their words and actions can give insight into 
their personalities. Then they can compare and contrast the personality traits 
of the leading characters in the story. 
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Detailed Descriptions     
Standard: Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of 
substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning and relevant 
and sufficient evidence. 

The class can read some of the house for sale 
ads to see how they are written. Then they 
should write an ad to sell or rent a home or 
apartment. The students will need to describe 
it in detail. They will need to use vivid description. They may want to write an 
ad selling their classroom if they don't want to write about their home. 
 
Figurative Language 
Standard: Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text, including figurative 
and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone, including 
words with multiple meanings or language that is particularly fresh, engaging, or beautiful.  

One form of word usage is called figurative language. That is when words are 
used imaginatively to create word pictures. Have the class check the Sports 
section to find some examples of figurative language. List them on the board 
and discuss how each paints a vivid picture. Have the class write their own 
sports article using figurative language. 
 
Sequencing the Game 
Standard: Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, 
well-chosen details, and well-structured event sequences.  

Have the students look for an article in the Sports section that describes the 
action in a game. They should read the article and record the highlights of the 
game, looking for any outstanding plays or turning points that had the most 
impact on the game. Then they can write a paragraph about each specific 
event in sequential order. When the class reads the story do they have a good 
indication of what happened in the game? Could they use their paragraph for 
a sports broadcast on television or radio? 
 
Sports Fantasies 
Standard: Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when 
writing or speaking.  

The top sports fantasies include hitting a home run in the World Series, 
throwing a touchdown pass in the Super Bowl and sinking the winning shot in 
an NBA title game. Today's Sports section may not include these sports 
fantasies but it does have lots of amazing sports accomplishments. Have your 
students find 5 sports feats and rank them with the best accomplishment being 
number one. Then they can explain how they arrived at their first choice. 
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IMAX 
Standard: Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard 
English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.  

IMAX, those huge movie screens that make you 
feel like you're really there, make going to the 
movies even more fun. There are more than 170 
giant screens in the world and 80 more are in the 
planning stages. Have students check the movie 
listings and movie reviews for a film that would 
be incredible on these big screens. They can 
write an explanation telling why that movie would 
be better on the bigger screen. 
 

Political Cartoons 
Standard: Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in different contexts, to 
make effective choices for meaning or style, and to comprehend more fully when reading or listening.  

Have the students find a political cartoon in the digital or print newspaper. 
They can list all the observations they can make from the cartoon. Then they 
can reread the observations and write down the message the cartoonist is 
trying to make. Have the students create their own cartoon about a story in the 
newspaper. 
 
News Stories Come In All Shapes and Sizes 
Standard: Analyze a case in which grasping point of view requires distinguishing what is directly stated 
in a text from what is really meant (e.g., satire, sarcasm, irony, or understatement).  

There are many different types of stories in the print or digital newspaper. 
One type is a straight or hard news story while another type is called a feature 
story. Hard news stories are those that report factual accounts of current 
events with no opinions. Feature stories are those that may include facts and 
more description or detail than hard news stories. They may be interesting 
stories but are not necessarily about breaking news. The students should find 
a hard news story on today's front page. Then find an interesting feature story. 
Have them read the first two paragraphs of each and write a comparison of 
how these paragraphs are alike and different. Which story answers the 
questions to the 5 W's -- who, what, when, where and why -- in the first two 
paragraphs? 
 
Agree or Disagree 
Standard: Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly 
as well as inferences drawn from the text, including determining where the text leaves matters 
uncertain.  

Do your students usually agree or disagree with their parents? Here's one 
interesting way to explore their views and that of their parents. The students 
can choose an editorial they think is interesting. Have them read it and decide 
if they agree or disagree with the writer's point of view. Then the students can 
write a paragraph telling how they feel. They can share their editorial with 
their parents and compare the different points of view. 
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Resume 
Standard: Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey 
complex ideas, concepts, and information clearly and accurately 
through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of content. 

A resume is a summary of a person's experience 
that is written as part of a job application. The 
students can select an article from the print or 
digital newspaper that provides a great deal of 
information about a specific person. Then they can rewrite the information so 
that person could use it if applying for a job. What job is he/she most qualified 
for? What experiences do your students have that make them attractive 
candidates for a job? They can write their own resume. 
         
TV and Teen Drinking 
Standard: Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a question (including a 
self-generated question) or solve a problem; narrow or broaden the inquiry when appropriate; 
synthesize multiple sources on the subject, demonstrating understanding of the subject under 
investigation.  

Researchers have found that the more television high school students watch, 
the more likely they are to start drinking. The characters on TV who drink 
alcohol and are often portrayed as influential and glamorous influence teens. 
Have the students study the television listings for information about the 
content of the programs. Based on their research and prior knowledge of the 
shows, they should make a list of programs that might encourage high school 
students to drink. The students can write a letter to that show's sponsors telling 
them how they feel about the message of the show. 
 
Ain’t Misbehavin’  
Standard: Demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or 
phrase important to comprehension or expression.  
Most students behave in the right ways but some students copy homework 
from others, come late to class, and talk back to teachers. It's no surprise that 
schools without strict codes of behavior have more discipline problems and 
poor academic achievement. Instruct the class to find someone in today's print 
or digital newspaper who is showing unacceptable behavior. Whose behavior 
is appropriate? They can draw a Venn diagram comparing the behaviors of 
both individuals. 

 
Ad Campaign 
Standard: Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, 
revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on 
addressing what is most significant for a specific purpose and 
audience. 

The Nike logo is one of the most recognizable 
symbols in advertising. Have students imagine 
that they are working for an advertising agency 

and their job is to create another successful symbol and ad campaign for a 
company in the newspaper. They should also write a script for a television 
commercial. 
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Power Words 
Standard: Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative, 
connotative, and technical meanings; analyze how an author uses and refines the meaning of a key term 

or terms over the course of a text. 

Powerful storms and plunging 
temperatures are often a part of 
winter in the United States. The 
students should scan a section of the 
print or digital newspaper to find 
some words that describe, relate to 
or are synonyms of the word 
"power." The students should create 
a personal list of the words and 
discuss them with the class. Then 
they can write headlines about the 
weather, using their "power" words. 
 

Role Models 
Standard: Analyze how complex characters (e.g., those with multiple or conflicting motivations) develop 
over the course of a text, interact with other characters, and advance the plot or develop the theme.  

Who are the best examples of positive role models? Have the class review 
some of the sports stars in the digital or print newspaper and categorize each 
as to whether they belong in the Sports Hall of Fame or the Sports Hall of 
Shame. Why do they think some athletes deserve fame and some do not? 
 
Valuable Values     
Standard: Analyze and evaluate the effectiveness of the structure an 
author uses in his or her exposition or argument, including whether 
the structure makes points clear, convincing, and engaging.  

Direct the class to look through the print or digital 
newspaper for examples of different values. 
Advice columns, editorials and letters to the editor 
all show certain values. Being honest, or polite or 
loyal may be values that are taught in your home 
or school. The students should make a list of the 
different values that are found in today's newspaper and rank them in order of 
their importance. As a class, they can discuss which of these values is the most 
important.  
 
Predict the Future 
Standard: Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and 
shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences.  

What do your students think about people who say they can tell their fortune? 
Have the class read their horoscopes for tomorrow. What does it say about the 
kind of day they are going to have? The students can write a paragraph telling 
whether they believe their horoscope and why. Then, tomorrow, they can 
write another paragraph describing the kind of day they had. Was their 
horoscope correct? 
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Speeches     
Standard: Produce clear and coherent writing in which the 
development, organization, and style are appropriate to 
task, purpose, and audience. 

Political leaders and heads of organizations 
deliver speeches to express their ideas. 
The students should find a leader in the 
news and identify an issue that he or she 
supports. Then have them prepare a speech and deliver it in front of the class. 
 
Persuasive Writing 
Standard: Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying 
a new approach, focusing on addressing what is most significant for a specific purpose and audience. 

The players and owners of the professional sports teams often cannot agree 
on a contract. Because of that, on several occasions labor disputes have 
interrupted the sports seasons. The class should find an example of two 
parties in today's paper who are not in agreement. Have them take a side and 
write a persuasive argument to convince the other side to agree with them.  
 
Newsworthy Comics  
Standard: Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of formal English 
when indicated or appropriate. 

Have the students select one of their favorite comic strips from today's print or 
digital newspaper. They should write the new dialogue for the balloons that 
show the characters talking about an important issue that is in the news. The 
students should include proper punctuation in the dialogue. Then they can 
recite their dialogues. 
 
A Family Affair   
Standard: Present information, findings, and supporting evidence clearly, concisely, and logically such 
that listeners can follow the line of reasoning and the organization, development, substance, and style 
are appropriate to purpose, audience, and task. 

How important is the family unit in America? Discuss with your students 
whether or not troubled family relationships cause many problems in our 
society. Have the class plan some activities that families can do together. Have 
them use the information and listings in the print or digital newspaper to find 
events that are perfect for families to do together. 
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Information Please 
Standard: Acquire and use accurately general academic and domain-specific words and phrases, 
sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness level.  

The newspaper is a great source of information. Have students list all the 
types of information they believe they might be able to find in a typical day's 
newspaper. Then have the students skim the newspaper to see what they 
missed. They should write a complete outline of the information available in 
the newspaper. 
 
Feature Writing 
Standard: Analyze how an author’s choices concerning how to structure specific parts of a text 
contribute to its overall structure and meaning as well as its aesthetic impact.  

Direct the students to locate a news story about breaking news and a feature 
story that takes an interesting look at an issue. They can skim the news story 
and underline all of the facts given. Then underline the facts in the feature 
story. Which has more facts? The students can read the stories and write a 
comparison of the writing styles in each. What do they have in common and 
how are they different? Discuss with your class how feature writing is different 
from news writing. 
 
Look Who’s Talking 
Standard: Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information presented in different media or formats 
(e.g., visually, quantitatively) as well as in words in order to address a question or solve a problem. 

Late night talk shows on television are very popular. Have your students 
select someone mentioned in the newspaper who they believe would be a 
good guest on one of the shows. Then have them write 5 questions they would 
like to ask their guest. 
 
Similes             
Standard: Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they 
are used in the text, including figurative and connotative 
meanings; analyze the cumulative impact of specific word 
choices on meaning and tone (e.g., how the language evokes a 
sense of time and place; how it sets a formal or informal tone). 

The expression "March comes in like a lion and                                
goes out like a lamb" compares the blustery 
weather at the beginning of the month to a wild 
lion and the mild weather at the end of March 
to a gentle lamb. Have the students look 
through the newspaper to find some examples 
of similes -- the comparison of two things that are not alike. Many similes use 
the word "like" or "as" as an introductory word. Have them create a list of the 
similes that they find and write a brief explanation of why each is used. 
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Broadcast News 
Standard: Apply knowledge of language to understand how 
language functions in different contexts, to make effective 
choices for meaning or style, and to comprehend more fully 
when reading or listening. 

Have the students examine the television 
listings and write down all the news shows listed 
for the day. Have them differentiate between 
hard news and entertainment news programs. 
Based on the information in the listings what 
impact do the students believe the news has on 
the viewing public? 
 
Ethnic Insult 

Standard: Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in 
groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 9–12 topics, texts, and issues, building on 
others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.  

Some people think that sports teams should not be named for different ethnic 
groups. American Indians might feel that it's insulting to their ethnic heritage 
to have a team called, "The Redskins." What do your students think of this 
controversial issue? Skim today's Sports section to find team names that may 
be considered objectionable. Have the class conduct a debate about whether 
or not this is insulting. How would they feel about a team named after their 
ethnic group? 
 
Bad Press 
Standard: Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text in which the rhetoric is particularly 
effective, analyzing how style and content contribute to the power, persuasiveness, or beauty of the 
text.  

Some people believe that news media is immoral and unprofessional. Have 
the students find one article in the newspaper that they believe to be immoral 
and unprofessional reporting, and one that is not. They should write a 
comparison of the two stories. Do your students believe there are topics that 
should not be covered by the news media?         
 
Classifying Advertisements 
Standard: Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support 
analysis, reflection, and research.  

Students can look through the Business section of the 
newspaper and make a list of the ads they find. They 
should do the same thing for the Sports, Entertainment, or 
Local News sections of the paper. How do the lists 
compare with each other? Are the ads in each section trying to appeal to 
certain types of people or are they randomly placed? What sections have the 
most advertising? The students can explain their answers. Then they can 
design an ad for a product of their choice. If they were placing an ad in the 
newspaper, which section of the paper do they think would give their product 
the most exposure? 
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Cause and Effect 
Standard: Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, 
well-chosen details, and well-structured event sequences.  

Have the class locate a high interest article in the newspaper. They can read 
the story and figure out what was the condition responsible for the action. As a 
result of the action, what happened? The students should first determine the 
cause and then the effect. They can read several other articles to find the 
cause and effect in those stories as well. They can create a flow chart to show 
their results. 

 
Photojournalism      
Standard: Produce clear and coherent writing in which the 
development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, 
purpose, and audience. 

Have the students select a story from the 
newspaper that is not accompanied by a 
photograph. They should write a detailed 
description of a photo they believe would 
enhance the story. The students can write a 
caption or "cut line" for their picture. 
 
Radio Show      
Standard: Analyze various accounts of a subject told in different 
mediums determining which details are emphasized in each 
account.  
The way newspapers cover the news often helps 
other media like TV or radio decide what to cover. 
Using today's newspaper, the students can set up a radio talk show for their 
class. They should program the show for kids their age, using the newspaper 
as a source of subjects the show will discuss. Have them write an outline for 
the program. 
 

News Magazine 
Standard: Determine a central idea of a text and 
analyze its development over the course of the text, 
including how it emerges and is shaped and refined 
by specific details; provide an objective summary of 
the text.  

Each of your students has been selected 
to be the editor of a magazine. The 
students should decide what topic is the 
focus of their publication. Have them 
skim the newspaper to select the top 
five articles in the newspaper that they 
would like to include in their magazine. 
They can write summaries of the articles 
and the table of contents for their 
periodical. 
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Secondary -  

Social Studies -
Grades 9 - 12 
 
Woman on the Move 
Standard: Determine the central 
ideas or information of a primary 
or secondary source; provide an 
accurate summary of how key 
events or ideas develop over the 
course of the text.  

Susan B. Anthony was a 
leader in the women's suffrage movement. Women have come a long way 
since winning the right to vote but some still believe equality is a generation 
away. Women have made the most progress at school, in athletics, at home, at 
work and in government. Have students go on a print or digital newspaper 
search to find an example of women's progress in each of those areas. They 
can write a summary statement about each. 
 
Number One of the Century 
Standard: Read and comprehend history/social studies texts in the grades 9–12 text complexity band 
independently and proficiently. 

The top story of the 20th century, as selected by journalists and scholars, was 
the dropping of the atomic bomb on Japan to end World War II in 1945. Have 
the students find the top story in the print or digital newspaper that has the 
most impact on them personally. They should explain how this story affects 
them. 
 
Government Response 
Standard: Evaluate various explanations for actions or events and determine which explanation best 
accords with textual evidence, acknowledging where the text leaves matters uncertain.  

Many believe that the governments of the world turned their backs on 
Holocaust victims until it was too late. Challenge the students to find an 
example in digital or print newspaper article of how a government responds 
to a catastrophe. They can explore whether the actions are adequate to solve 
the crisis. 
 
The Great Depression 
Standard: Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources, 
attending to such features as the date and origin of the information.  

The stock market crash in 1929 caused panic among investors and 
discouraged spending. Banks failed, businesses closed and millions lost their 
jobs bringing about the Great Depression. Have the students check the 
Business section and the stock market listings to determine the state of the 
economy. Have them find three indicators to prove the point. 
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Map Features     
Standard: Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of 
information presented in diverse formats and media  
(e.g., visually, quantitatively, as well as in words) in order 
to address a question or solve a problem.  

Have the students find a news article that is 
accompanied by a map. Have them read 
the story and indicate the most important 
features on the map. They should explain 
the significance of each feature.   
  
Worried About the Future 
Standard: Analyze in detail how a complex primary source is structured, including how key sentences, 
paragraphs, and larger portions of the text contribute to the whole.  

American adults say their biggest fears about the future are the growth in 
technology and the decline in values. Have your students find evidence in the 
print or digital newspaper that indicates these fears are justified. Is there a 
situation in the news that they are worried about? Have them write about why 
they are so concerned. Then have the students find a story in the news that 
gives them hope for the future. 
 
Transporting Materials 
Standard: Integrate quantitative or technical analysis (e.g., charts, research data) with qualitative 
analysis in print or digital text. 

Have the students select several items from the print or digital newspaper and 
think about the raw materials needed to make them, the most likely place of 
production or manufacture, and the most likely form of transportation from the 
place of manufacture to or within the United States. They can create a chart of 
the information. 
 
Bill of Rights 
Standard: Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including analyzing 
how an author uses and refines the meaning of a key term over the course of a text. 

Explain to students that the 
Constitution guarantees 
certain liberties to our 
citizens. The first ten 
amendments to the 
Constitution are known as the 
"Bill of Rights." Have the class 
select people in the print or 
digital newspaper who are 
exercising their freedoms 
and explain how they are 
doing it. 
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I Have A Dream 
Standard: Read and comprehend history/social 
studies texts in the grades 9–12 text complexity band 
independently and proficiently. 

In 1963, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
organized a march on Washington to 
gain civil rights for all Americans. At this 
demonstration King delivered his 
famous "I Have A Dream" speech in 
which he advocated freedom for all. The 
students can look through the 
newspaper for the major issues of the 
day. Using that information, they can 
think about their dreams for a better 
world. Students can write speeches 
about their hopes and dreams. 
 

Brown vs. Board of Education  
Standard: Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources, 
attending to such features as the date and origin of the information.  

Explain to students that segregation means to separate a race from the rest of 
society. The Supreme Court outlawed segregated schools on May 17, 1954. 
The court ruled that segregation solely on the basis of race denied black 
children the opportunity for equal education. Have students look for an article 
in which race is an issue. Does segregation play a part in the story? Have them 
write a paragraph explaining why they believe segregation is or is not a 
factor. Then they can write what steps our country could take to promote 
integration of the races. 
 
Hispanic Population            
Standard: Analyze how a text uses structure to 
emphasize key points or advance an explanation or 
analysis.  

The rapidly increasing Hispanic 
population is increasing their political 
power, too. Have your students examine 
the newspaper to find issues that may 
be of interest to Hispanics. Have the 
students prioritize a list of the most important issues for Hispanics.   
 
Natural Disasters 
Standard: Analyze in detail a series of events described in a text; determine whether earlier events 
caused later ones or simply preceded them.  

Have students skim through the newspaper examining the headlines to see 
whether any natural disasters happened somewhere in the world. They can 
write a paragraph describing the impact of the natural disaster on the people. 
What is the population doing as a result of the disaster?  
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It’s The Economy 
Standard: Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including vocabulary 
describing political, social, or economic aspects of history/social studies. 

A recession forces the government to act to revive the sluggish economy. 
Have the students scan the print or digital newspaper to determine how the 
government stimulates the economy. They should write an assessment of 
these plans. 
 

 
 
Student Leaders 
Standard: Read and comprehend history/social studies texts in the grades 9–12 text complexity band 
independently and proficiently. 

Schools are always looking for a few good student leaders. Have the students 
search the print or digital newspaper for a story about a student who has 
leadership potential. They can write why they think this student will one day 
become a leader. What leadership qualities does he/she possess? How does 
each student assess his or her leadership capabilities? They should write why 
they think they are or will be a leader. 
 
State of the Union 
Standard: Analyze in detail a series of events described in a text; determine whether earlier events 
caused later ones or simply preceded them.  

The President of the United States delivers a State of the Union address every 
January. Have the students use the stories in the digital or print newspaper to 
assess the state of the union. Have them decide what specific points the 
president needs to consider. The students can identify the greatest 
accomplishments of the current administration. Then they can write a memo to 
the president to persuade him to discuss these topics. 
 
Diversity in Television  
Standard: Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources, 
attending to such features as the date and origin of the information. 

Have the class turn to the television page and find television shows that have 
characters of various races. Have them discuss if minority groups are 
adequately represented on television. Do they regularly watch shows that 
have diverse characters? Are those shows popular? The students should write 
a letter to the producer of a show telling whether or not the program 
effectively represents minority groups. 
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Today’s Technology 
Standard: Compare and contrast treatments of the same topic in 
several primary and secondary sources. 

Have the students look through the classified 
ads and identify jobs that are related to 
computer technology. They should create a 
chart showing the job, salary and 
responsibilities. Have them determine how a 
career in computer technology compares to 
jobs in other fields. 

 
Powerful Political Woman 
Standard: Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including vocabulary 
describing political, social, or economic aspects of history/social studies. 

Hillary Rodham Clinton is one of the most powerful women in politics. Have 
the students explain the significance of her having been Senator and 
Secretary of State. They should use the print or digital newspaper to 
determine the duties and responsibilities of each job and then write a Help 
Wanted ad detailing each job description. 
 
Reliable Sources 
Standard: Analyze how a text uses structure to emphasize key points or advance an explanation or 
analysis.  

It is difficult to determine when reporters are accurate. Have the students read 
a story that deals with a situation in the world that is controversial. They 
should underline the information they believe is accurate, cross out the 
inaccurate information and circle the information they are not sure of. Have 
the students list reasons for discrepancies in reporting. 

  
Go Fly A Kite 
Standard: Integrate quantitative or technical analysis (e.g., charts, 
research data) with qualitative analysis in print or digital text.  

The Chinese invented the kite about 3,000 years 
ago. Kites were the first aircraft. The Chinese 
military used kites to scare their enemies. Have the 
students look through the print or digital 
newspaper for news about various aircraft. Have them make a chart to 
illustrate the purpose of the different types of aircraft. 
 
Region in Conflict 
Standard: Read and comprehend history/social studies texts in the grades 9–12 text complexity band 
independently and proficiently. 

The conflicts in the Middle East and in Central Asia are not just political and 
religious. The natural resources in these regions also have a significant 
impact. Have the students look in the news for a trouble spot in the world. The 
student should explain the importance of natural resources in the conflict. 
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Gandhi      
Standard: Read and comprehend history/social studies texts in the 
grades 9–12 text complexity band independently and proficiently. 

Mohandas Gandhi was the spiritual leader in 
India during the movement for independence. 
He believed that the people of his country could 
gain their freedom by the use of non-violence. 
Have the students look in the print or digital 
newspaper for people who are using non-
violence and those who are using violence to 
bring about change. Have the students write an 
essay to justify the actions for one of those causes. 
 
Government Comparison 
Standard: Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources, 
attending to such features as the date and origin of the information.  

A depressed economy in Germany and a call for nationalism were important 
factors in the rise of Adolf Hitler and the Nazi party in the 1930s. The 
dictatorship in Nazi Germany restricted the freedoms of society. The students 
can use the print or digital newspaper to examine the differences between a 
democracy and a dictatorship. They can write a comparison between these 
two forms of government. 
 
Historical Connection 
Standard: Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an 
accurate summary that makes clear the relationships among the key details and ideas.  

The Tigris and Euphrates Rivers and the Nile River mark the birthplace of two 
of the earliest civilizations. Have the students use the print or digital 
newspaper to find mention of other places and regions that have historical 
significance. Then they should explain the connection of their place to history. 
 
Give Peace a Chance 
Standard: Integrate quantitative or technical analysis (e.g., charts, research data) with qualitative 
analysis in print or digital text. 

Have students search the digital or print newspaper for stories about world 
leaders who are attempting to work out their differences. They can make 
charts showing information about the negotiations. Which parties are talking? 
Who are the leaders? What is the issue? 
 
State of Tolerance 
Standard: Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including vocabulary 
describing political, social, or economic aspects of history/social studies. 

What is the state of relations among people today? Are we tolerant of each 
other's differences? Encourage students to express their feelings about this in 
poetry form. Have them find words in articles and headlines to construct a 
free-form poem about our state of tolerance. 
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The Great Wall 
Standard: Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources, 
connecting insights gained from specific details to an understanding of the text as a whole.  

Tell students that some people say that the changes at the Great Wall of China 
destroyed an historical monument. Those changes include-- a Kentucky Fried 
Chicken concession, a chairlift and a toboggan run. Profiteers say that the 
Great Wall is an opportunity to make money and the profits have been used to 
restore sections of the wall. Have students find an example in the print or 
digital newspaper of an area that is being developed. Then they should list 
three reasons to oppose the development and three reasons to be in favor of 
it. 
 
Democracy  
Standard: Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including vocabulary 
describing political, social, or economic aspects of history/social studies. 

One of the earliest forms of democracy was in Ancient Greece. In the city-
state of Athens the citizens, who were the male landowners of the upper class, 
elected their own representatives and had great freedom. Have students find 
evidence in the digital or print newspaper of democracy in action. They 
should write about an aspect of our democracy and why it's in the news.  
 
Plan of Action 
Standard: Evaluate various explanations for actions or events and determine which explanation best 
accords with textual evidence, acknowledging where the text leaves matters uncertain.  

Have the class divide into groups and look through the newspaper for an 
article about an issue or cause that they think is important. Then each group 
should design a brochure or flyer to advertise their cause. They can plan a 
fund raising or awareness activity to gain attention and support. Finally, each 
group can design a plan of action to promote their campaign. 
 
How’s the Weather 
Standard: Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information presented in diverse formats and 
media (e.g., visually, quantitatively, as well as in words) in order to address a question or solve a 
problem.  

Have the students locate the weather map in the print or digital newspaper. 
They can make a chart that identifies the symbols on the map. Challenge the 
students to write a script for a television weather report for tomorrow based 
on the information in the newspaper. 
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Project Emergency Rescue  
Standard: Analyze in detail how a complex 
primary source is structured, including how 
key sentences, paragraphs, and larger 
portions of the text contribute to the whole.  

Have the students find a natural 
disaster that is reported in the 
news. As the head of an 
emergency rescue team, how 
would your students tackle the 
problems? Have each student 
write a report explaining the 
physical characteristics of the area that 
might influence the crisis and the human characteristics 
that could affect the ability to respond to the situation. Then they should 
determine what course of action could provide emergency relief. 
 
Technology Course 
Standard: Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an 
accurate summary of how key events or ideas develop over the course of the text.  

With the growing demand for exports in technology, colleges are offering a 
major in e-commerce. Have the students determine what information should 
be taught. They should use the print or digital newspaper to help design the 
e-commerce class. They can write a summary description of the course.  
 
Inventions and Discoveries 
Standard: Analyze in detail a series of events described in a text; determine whether earlier events 
caused later ones or simply preceded them.  

American history is overflowing with stories of creativity and inventive 
thinking, from Thomas Edison and the light bulb to Bill Gates and computer 
technology. Have students find an invention or discovery in the digital or print 
newspaper that has helped humans adjust to the environment. In what ways 
has it made life easier? 

 
Cartographers 

Standard: Integrate and evaluate multiple 
sources of information presented in diverse 
formats and media (e.g., visually, 
quantitatively, as well as in words) in order to 
address a question or solve a problem.  

Cartographers have been creating 
maps since prehistoric times. Have 
your students create their own 

maps. They can locate an article in 
the newspaper that would be 

enhanced with an accompanying map. They should use the details in the 
article or use a photo if there is one, and draw a map of the area to better 
explain the story. 
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It's the Law 
Standard: Determine the meaning of 
words and phrases as they are used in a 
text, including vocabulary describing 
political, social, or economic aspects of 
history/social studies. 

Have the students search the 
print or digital newspaper for 
an article that discusses a law. 
They should determine what is 
the law that is being 
discussed. Will it have local, 
state or national impact and 

what is the effect that this law 
has or will have? They should outline the pros and cons of this particular law 
and the effect it will have. Then they should write a letter to the appropriate 
government official expressing their view. 
 
Elimination of Racial Discrimination 
Standard: Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources, 
connecting insights gained from specific details to an understanding of the text as a whole.  

The United Nations has designated March 21st as International Day for the 
Elimination of Racial Discrimination. Have the students study the comic strips 
in the print newspaper and identify all the ethnic groups that are represented 
in the comics. Is this an accurate reflection of the people in the United States? 
What roles do the characters play? Are specific groups stereotyped? They can 
draw their own comic strip that represents racial harmony. 
 
Democrats and Republicans 
Standard: Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an 
accurate summary that makes clear the relationships among the key details and ideas.  

Have the students look through the print or digital newspaper for the pressing 
issues facing the United States. How do the Democrats believe we should 
address the issues? What are the Republicans proposing? Have the students 
write a comparison between the two parties. 
 
J.F.K. 
Standard: Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources, 
attending to such features as the date and origin of the information.  

One of this country's most popular presidents is John Fitzgerald Kennedy who 
served from 1961 until he was assassinated in 1963. Have the students 
interview a parent or adult friend about their memories of J.F.K. They should 
ask about the important issues then and compare those issues to the most 
important issues facing the president now. They should skim today's 
newspaper to get an idea about current issues. 
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Airline Advertising 
Standard: Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a 
text, including vocabulary describing political, social, or economic aspects of 
history/social studies.  

An airline launched an advertising campaign using clips of 
presidential speeches. Have the students find other 
phrases or statements in the print or digital newspaper that 
could promote a commercial endeavor. They can write a 
commercial using the statement effectively. Can these 
statements be used without permission? 
 

National Teenagers Day 
Standard: Read and comprehend history/social studies texts in the grades 9–12 text complexity band 
independently and proficiently. 

National Teenagers Day is March 21. The class can look through the print or 
digital newspaper to find an article about a teenager. Why was the teen in the 
news? Was the teen recognized for making a positive contribution? Is this 
someone they would like to know better? Have the students write a possible 
conversation they would have with the teenager based on information from 
the article. 
 
Good Parenting 
Standard: Compare the point of view of two or more authors for how they treat the same or similar 
topics, including which details they include and emphasize in their respective accounts.  

Factors that influence a child's behavior include providing appropriate 
discipline, displaying parental affection, encouraging education and teaching 
problem-solving strategies. Have the students search the print or digital 
newspaper for parents who are demonstrating good parental skills. They 
should also examine the comics for an example of a good parent. They can 
add a panel to the strip to emphasize this point. 
 
Slavery 
Standard: Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including vocabulary 
describing political, social, or economic aspects of history/social studies. 

Explain to students that the slave trade began as early as the 1600s to bring 
free labor in the British colonies in the New World. Slaves were considered 
property and most were treated cruelly. Laws were passed to prevent slaves 
from learning to read or write, assembling or bearing arms. Have the students 
use the digital or print newspaper to find an example of laws that restrict what 
they consider basic freedoms. Have them explain their reasoning in writing.  
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Opinion Writing 
Standard: Analyze in detail how a complex primary source is structured, including how key sentences, 
paragraphs, and larger portions of the text contribute to the whole.  

Have the students look for an opinion piece in today's print or digital 
newspaper. They may want to check the editorial page first. Have them work 
in small groups to discuss what the writer wants the reader to conclude and 
what reasons the writer gives. Do they agree with the writer? Have them 
express their opinion in an essay. 

 
Secondary -Grades 
9 - 12 

Mathematics  
 
Stock Market Shopping 
Standard: Reason quantitatively and use 
units to solve problems. 

People can invest money in the 
stock market and make or lose a 
great deal of money. Information about these 
stocks can be found in the Business section. The students 
can go shopping using the data in the charts provided. Have them locate the 
NYSE listings (New York Stock Exchange) in the Business section. They can 
pick one stock they like and find the column that shows the price under the 
column marked “LAST”. Have them convert the figure to a dollar amount  
(13.50 = $13.50) and figure out how much the stock costs if they bought 30 
shares. Then they can compute the cost of 30 shares each of 5 different stocks. 
Have the class check the listings again tomorrow to find out if their stock is 
worth more or less than they paid for it. 
 
The Bare Necessities 
Standard: Reason quantitatively and use units to solve problems.  

Food, clothing and shelter are the basic necessities for survival. Have the 
students look in the print or digital newspaper to find a place to live, clothes to 
wear, and food to eat. They should find the cost of each item and create a 
chart to show their findings. Then have them search the classified ads for a job 
and a salary. What conclusions can they draw about their spending habits 
given the information they have collected? Will the job they found pay enough 
money to pay for the items they found? 
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Salary  
Standard: Perform arithmetic operations with complex 
numbers.  

Last season the average salary paid to 
players in the National Basketball 
Association was about 3 million dollars. 
The students can turn to the classified 
ads and pick out the five top-paying jobs 
in the newspaper. Have them figure out 
the average salary of these five jobs 
and the difference between that and 
the average NBA salary. Have many 
years would it take for an NBA player 
to make 3 million dollars if he worked 
one of those jobs? 
 
Obituaries  
Standard: Summarize, represent, and interpret 
data on a single count or measurement variable. 

Have the students look through the 
obituaries and select ten. They can 

create a graph to show each person's age. 
The students can find the mean, medium and mode of the ages.  
 
The Cost of a Classified Ad 
Standard: Interpret functions that arise in applications in terms of the context. 

Have the students turn to the Classified section. They can find the rate 
schedule and determine how much it costs for a line in a classified ad. They 
can find a three-line ad and figure out the cost. Then the students can write 
their own classified ad to sell something they own. After writing, they can 
compute how much the ad would cost to run for one week and one month. 
 
Technology Shoppers 
Standard: Reason quantitatively and use units to solve problems.  

The newspaper is a great place to find the best buys on the latest technology. 
Have your students use the print or digital newspaper go shopping for 
computers, cell phones, televisions, DVD players, digital cameras or any 
other equipment. Have them graph the information according to price. They 
should write three conclusions about the information they compiled. 
 
Auto Averages 
Standard: Summarize, represent, and interpret data on a single count or measurement variable.  

Have the students search the car advertisements in the print or digital 
newspaper for the prices of ten new automobiles. They should then find the 
average price of the ten cars. Then have the students write a step-by-step 
description of the process they used to calculate the average cost. 
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High and Low Temperatures 
Standard: Make inferences and justify conclusions from 
sample surveys, experiments, and observational studies.  

Have the students examine the information 
about the high and low temperatures for 
cities in the United States. Have them select 
ten cities and create a chart to show the 
differences between the highs and lows. 
What conclusions can they draw based on 
the information they have compiled on 
their charts? 
 
Scoring Leaders 
Standard: Reason quantitatively and use units to solve 
problems. 

Have the class turn to the Sports section 
and study the scoring leaders for the 
National Basketball Association. Have them 
make a graph to illustrate the information. 
For which teams do they play? They should compare that information to the 
NBA Standings to see which teams are the best in the league. What 
conclusions can they draw from this information? 
 
Scaling Down 
Standard: Experiment with transformations in the plane. 

Challenge the students to recreate their own scaled-down version of the front 
page of the print or digital newspaper. They should make their own duplicate 
page one half the size of the original. Have your students measure the 
columns, banner, headers, photographs and any other items in order to 
complete their version. 
 
Area 
Standard: Experiment with transformations in the plane. 

Have the students select five polygons from the digital or print newspaper. 
Then have them figure out the area of each polygon. They can create a chart 
that shows the information. 
 

Geometric Shapes 
Standard: Make geometric constructions.  

Have the students identify different geometric 
figures from the print or digital newspaper. 
They should determine the properties of 

each figure including the shape, length of the 
sides, angles and area. Have them create a 

table to show the information. 
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Oh No! Tax Time! 
Standard: Reason quantitatively and use units to 
solve problems.  

By April 15 of every year, Americans 
are responsible to pay their taxes to the 
government. If their forms aren't on the 
way to the Internal Revenue Service by 
that date they are late. The formula can 
be complicated but taxpayers pay 
about 30% of their income to the 

government. The class can look through the want ads and find the salaries for 
five jobs. Then they can compute what 30% of each salary would be. Then 
they can graphs the results. 
 
Pythagorean Theory 
Standard: Prove geometric theorems.  

Have the class identify right triangles in the print or digital newspaper. They 
should measure the length of the sides that make up the right angles and use 
the Pythagorean Theory to figure out the length of the hypotenuse (a2 x b2 = 
c2) 
  
Tracking Stocks 
Standard: Make inferences and justify conclusions from sample surveys, experiments, and observational 
studies.  

Have the students select a stock from the New York Stock Exchange. They 
should track the stock for five days to establish a pattern for that stock. What 
prediction can they make about the stock on day six? If each student invested 
$1,000 in their stock, how much would they gain or lose? 
 
Car Comparison 
Standard: Use probability to evaluate outcomes of decisions.  

The students can examine the used car ads to find three ads for the same 
model and year. For example, they might find three ads for a 1999 Ford 
Taurus. They should compare the ads and list the cars in order from most to 
least expensive and figure out why there is a difference in price. Which one 
offers the best deal? 
 
Analyzing Graphs 
Standard: Make inferences and justify conclusions from 
sample surveys, experiments, and observational studies.  

Have the students find a graph in the print 
or digital newspaper. The Business section 
is a good place to look. The students should 
write a detailed description of the graph 
and then write three observations based on 
the information. 
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Smart Consumers 
Standard: Reason quantitatively and use units to solve problems.  

In a slumping economy, consumers are looking for the best deal available. 
Consumers need to "get the most bang for the buck." Assign your students a 
chance to get the most bang for their 
shopping buck by using the ads in today's 
digital or print newspaper. Imagine they 
have $1000 to spend. The goal is to get the 
most value for their money. They can create 
a shopping list and justify their purchases. 

 
Shopping for Mortgages 
Standard: Calculate expected values and use them to solve 
problems.  

Most people who want to buy a house 
borrow money from a bank or a mortgage company in order to pay for their 
home. They shop around to find a low rate so the interest cost will be less. The 
students should scan through the Business section of the paper for information 
about interest rates for borrowing money. Mortgage companies and banks 
often advertise their rates. Then they can make a list of the rates and put them 
in order from lowest to highest. 
 
Cross Section 
Standard: Make geometric constructions.  

The students should search through the print or digital newspaper for 
photographs and other graphics of buildings. Then have them draw a cross 
section of the inside of their buildings and label their drawings. 
 
Cost of Living 
Standard: Perform arithmetic operations with complex numbers.  

Have the students examine the House for Sale ads and select 10 homes. They 
should list the houses in order of least to most expensive. Have them compare 
the most and least expensive homes. What does the most expensive one have 
that the least expensive one does not have? If each student put 20% down on 
their most expensive house, how much money will they need to borrow to pay 
for the rest? If their mortgage payment is $800 per month, how many months 
will it take to pay for the house? 

  
Car Talk 
Standard: Use probability to evaluate outcomes of decisions.  
The students should use the automobile ads for new cars 
and compute the difference between financing a car and 
paying cash. Have them choose five different cars 
advertised and show, for each one, the difference in total cost of buying for 
cash and financing. Why do people borrow money to buy cars if cash 
purchases cost less? 
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Secondary -  
Grade 9 - 12 
Science      
 
The Great Discovery 
Standard: Read and comprehend science/technical texts in 
the grades 9–12 text complexity band independently and 
proficiently.  

Explain to students that advances in the field 
of science are reported regularly in the 
paper. They can skim the print or digital 
newspaper for an article about one of the 
latest developments in physics or chemistry.  They 
should explain the important advances made in the field and what 
effect those could have on their lives. 
 
Sources of Energy 
Standard:  Analyze the structure of the relationships among concepts in a text, including relationships 
among key terms (e.g., force, friction, reaction force, energy).  

Discuss the different types of energy that are commonly used today. Have 
students make a list of items found in the print or digital newspaper that need 
an energy source to operate. What source of energy powers the item? What is 
the purpose of each item? What alternative can they find to this energy-
powered item? Have the students create a chart to show the results of their 
findings.  
 
Win or Lose 
Standard: Follow precisely a complex multistep procedure when carrying out experiments, taking 
measurements, or performing technical tasks, attending to special cases or exceptions defined in the 
text.  

Have the students check the standings for professional teams in the Sports 
section. They can use probability to guess which teams are most likely to win 
and lose their next games. They can compare the records of the competing 
teams and figure out the differences between the teams' records in each 
game. 
 
Confused about Health?  
Standard: Analyze how the text structures information or ideas into categories or hierarchies, 
demonstrating understanding of the information or ideas.  

There are many different health remedies on the market and Americans are 
confused about what really works to improve health. The students can check 
out the ads for a health product that clearly makes its point. Then they can 
answer the 5 W's -- who, what, when, where and why about the product. How 
can consumers find out about the risks and benefits? 
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Careers in Science 
Standard: Translate quantitative or technical information expressed in words in a text into visual form 
(e.g., a table or chart) and translate information expressed visually or mathematically (e.g., in an 
equation) into words.  

Have the students examine the Help Wanted ads 
for job opportunities that are science related. 
Have them select one position, list the necessary 
qualifications to be an expert in the field and 
create a Help Wanted ad. 

   
Nova 
Standard: Determine the central ideas or conclusions of a text; 
trace the text’s explanation or depiction of a complex process, 
phenomenon, or concept; provide an accurate summary of the 
text.  

The entertaining science series, “Nova”, 
includes topics ranging from El Nino, to the 
Titanic, to Ice Mummies to Terror in Space. Have 
the students check the television listings for a 
show or movie that has a science theme. Have 
them describe how science is an important aspect of the show. They should 
list 3 scientific concepts from the program that would make for an interesting 
classroom discussion. 
 
Vacation Destination 
Standard: Compare and contrast findings presented in a text to those from other sources (including their 
own experiments), noting when the findings support or contradict previous explanations or accounts.  

Blizzards, storms and tornadoes are often in the news. Some of these happen 
in popular tourist destinations. Have students imagine that they are travel 
agents delivering a sales pitch about an exciting vacation destination where a 
recent weather disaster happened. They can select a vacation spot in the 
news or in the travel section and write what a travel agent might say about the 
place to convince a client to go there. 
 
Functional Food   

Standard: Analyze the author’s purpose in providing an explanation, 
describing a procedure, or discussing an experiment in a text, 

identifying important issues that remain unresolved.  

The foods of the future will be designed to 
increase life spans, promote health and fight 
disease. They will be high in fiber, nutrients and 
vitamins. Have the students skim the food 
section of their print or digital newspaper for 
foods and products that promote healthy living. 

They can explain how they will incorporate these 
healthy choices into their lives. 
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Greenhouse Effect 

Standard: Assess the extent to which the 
reasoning and evidence in a text 
support the author’s claim or a 
recommendation for solving a 
scientific or technical problem.  

Are your students worried 
about acid rain and the 
greenhouse effect? Have the 

class find evidence in the print 
or digital newspaper that new 

technologies can create a cleaner 
environment. They should use the news 

to uncover new technologies that are causing more pollution and write a 
report to show the results of their investigation. 
 
Health and Advertising 
Standard: Translate quantitative or technical information expressed in words in a text into visual form 
(e.g., a table or chart) and translate information expressed visually or mathematically (e.g., in an 
equation) into words.  

The students can look through their print or digital newspaper for 
advertisements of health and beauty products. What claims are the ads 
making? The students should indicate which claims are hard to believe and 
which are valid. Have them redesign the advertisement so that it accurately 
promotes the products. 
  
Ecosystems        
Standard: Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of science 
and technical texts, attending to the precise details of explanations or 
descriptions.  

Have the class discuss how an ecosystem is a 
community of organisms and the interconnected 
environment in which they live. Then have the 
students look through the digital or print newspaper 
to find an ecosystem. Challenge them to identify and 
record all parts of the system. Then they can write a description of the 
ecosystem and make a graphic organizer to show all the elements.  
 
Preservation or Progress 
Standard: Read and comprehend science/technical texts in the grades 9–12 text complexity band 
independently and proficiently.  

Ask students if they think we are standing in the way of progress when we 
protect our wildlife or the rain forest. What impact does preserving the 
environment have on business, jobs or development? Ask students to search 
the digital or print newspaper for an article that deals with an environmental 
problem. Using the article as a resource, have the students find three reasons 
why progress is necessary and three reasons why protecting the environment 
is important. 
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Natural Disasters Around the World 
Standard: Assess the extent to which the reasoning 
and evidence in a text support the author’s claim or a 
recommendation for solving a scientific or technical 
problem.  
Natural disasters happen all the time 
and are reported in the news. The 
students should find an article about a 
natural disaster and determine how 
other places outside of the immediate 
region are affected by the disaster. 
Does this natural disaster have 
worldwide impact? 
 
Packaging 
Standard: Translate quantitative or technical. 
information expressed in words in a text into visual form (e.g., a table or chart) and translate information 
expressed visually or mathematically (e.g., in an equation) into words.  

How products are packaged affects the amount of trash we have to dispose of. 
Have the students look through the ads in the print or digital newspaper for 
different types of product packaging. They should make a chart that shows 
what material the packaging is made of, if it is recyclable, the pros and cons of 
the packaging, and how it could be improved. 
 
Teen Ethics 
Standard: Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information presented in diverse formats and 
media (e.g., quantitative data, video, multimedia) in order to address a question or solve a problem.  

According to a survey of 20,000 middle and high school students, most teens 
admit to lying and cheating and nearly half say they have stolen something. 
The study shows that teenagers do not take ethics seriously. Have the students 
search the digital or print newspaper for someone who is a good example of 
ethical behavior. They can make a list of characteristics and behaviors about 
the person that proves their point. What are the advantages of having good 
ethics? 
 
Science Outline 
Standard: Determine the meaning of symbols, key terms, and other domain-specific words and phrases 
as they are used in a specific scientific or technical context relevant to grades 9–12 texts and topics. 

Have students find an article in the print or digital newspaper that is about a 
science topic. They should write down key words and phrases from the article 
that are related to the topic and then use those words and phrases as a guide 
to write an outline of the article. Finally, they can present an oral report on 
their topic with a focus on the impact of this development. 
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Solar Systems 
Standard: Compare and contrast findings presented in a text to 
those from other sources (including their own experiments), 
noting when the findings support or contradict previous 
explanations or accounts.  

Astronomers have discovered the first multi-
planet solar system outside of our own. 
Although it seems unlikely that there is life on 
these planets, the students can imagine that 
they can communicate some information to 
beings of these planets. They should write 3 
important pieces of information from the print 
or digital newspaper that should be shared. 
 
Spaceports 

Standard: Analyze the author’s purpose in providing an explanation, describing a procedure, or 
discussing an experiment in a text, identifying important issues that remain unresolved.  

A new space race is on to create a spaceport with rocket ships coming and 
going. The new venture will provide opportunities for new jobs. Have the 
students check the classifieds and then write their own help wanted ad for a 
new job classification that will be needed for this spaceport.  
 
Sports in Action 
Standard:  Analyze the structure of the relationships among concepts in a text, including relationships 
among key terms (e.g., force, friction, reaction force, energy).  

The laws of physics play a major role in sports. Have the students use the 
Sports section to list three laws of motion as they apply to specific actions that 
are reported in the sports news. 
 
Clean Water 
Standard: Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of science and technical texts, attending to 
important distinctions the author makes and to any gaps or inconsistencies in the account.  

Have the students look in the digital or print newspaper for reports about 
water pollution or efforts to prevent polluting our water. Ask them to write a 
letter to a community, state or national leader expressing how they feel about 
clean water as it relates to the article. 
 
Going Up 
Standard: Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of science and technical texts, attending to 
the precise details of explanations or descriptions.  

NASA spent a great deal of time and money launching pieces for the 
International Space Station. It’s a laboratory for biology, medicine and Earth 
science. Have the students find an article in the print or digital newspaper that 
deals with one of the sciences that will be researched on the station. They 
should underline the main idea of each paragraph and then write a summary 
of the story. Allow time for a discussion about why the Space Station is 
important. 
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Weather Report 
Standard: Compare and 
contrast findings 
presented in a text to 
those from other sources 
(including their own 
experiments), noting 
when the findings support 
or contradict previous 
explanations or accounts.  

Have the class find 
the weather map in 
today's paper. They 

can select one city 
listed on the map and determine what the weather is like there. They can use 
the information in the print or digital newspaper to write a report for a 
television weather person to deliver on tonight's news. Have the students 
compare the weather in their chosen city with weather in their local area. 
 
Waterlogged 
Standard: Determine the central ideas or conclusions of a text; trace the text’s explanation or depiction 
of a complex process, phenomenon, or concept; provide an accurate summary of the text.  

Too much or too little water can result in a natural disaster. Have the students 
examine the news to find an article that mentions such a problem. Have them 
write a summary of the article and how the event affects the region. 
 
Recycling 
Standard: Follow precisely a complex multistep procedure when carrying out experiments, taking 
measurements, or performing technical tasks, attending to special cases or exceptions defined in the 
text.  

Send students on a search through the print or digital newspaper for items 
that can be recycled. Ask them to make a list of the items and write what 
material each is made of. Have the students make graphs showing which 
recyclable material is most commonly found. Then ask them to write three 
observations about their 
graphs. 
 
Fresh or Salt    
Standard: Determine the meaning of 
symbols, key terms, and other domain-
specific words and phrases as they are 
used in a specific scientific or technical 
context relevant to grades 9–12 texts 
and topics. 
Have students search through 
the digital or print newspaper for maps to identify different bodies of water. 
They should determine if the bodies of water are fresh water or salt water. 
 
 


