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No, really. What am I?
A quick chemistry lesson: 
The chemical formula for water is H2O. 
That means each water molecule is made 
up of one oxygen (O) atom and two hydrogen 
(H) atoms. Pure water is colorless, odorless 
and tasteless.  Sounds like a yawner, but water 
has unique physical and chemical properties 
that let us freeze it, melt it, heat it, evaporate it,
and combine or mix it with all kinds of things. 
And it can exist as a liquid, a solid, and a gas, 
depending on temperature.  At 32o Fahrenheit 
/ 0o Celsius, water turns to ice, and at its boiling 
point, 212o F / 100o C, it turns to steam – its
gaseous form.

That’s a description of water from a chemical 
perspective.  On the lines below, write your own 
description of water.  How do you use it?  What 
do you rely on it for? 

to have a few crayons or colored         
pencils on hand.

Newspaper Activity:
Water plays a role in weather in all three of its forms, for example, rain (liquid), sleet/snow (solid),
fog and clouds (gas).  Find the weather map in your newspaper. What form(s) of water will be
affecting the weather in your area over the next few days.  Pick another city or state in the country.
What form(s) of water will be affecting their weather?

How many weather-related words can you list that name different forms of water?  Write them on
the lines below.  After you’ve written your list, put an “L” next to the words that are water in its
liquid form, an “S” next to the ones representing solid water, and a “G” next to the words that
describe water in its gaseous form.

What am I?hh ta
I can be:b
as small as a raindrop
as vast as an ocean
as soft as a snowfl ake
as hard as ice
as calm as a backyard pond
as dangerous as a raging river
as majestic as a waterfall
as common as a drop of sweat
as dirty as a sewer
as clean as a bubble bath
as refreshing as a cool drink
as toxic as a polluted swamp

What am I? __ __ __ __ __
(Hint: You should drink 8 to 10 glasses of me a day.)



Every day, we each 

E
lose 2 to 3 quarts of of

water through 

sweating, breathing 

and going to the 

bathroom.  So, 

remember to 

drink water to 

keep your 

body in 

top working 

condition!

According to the table, the 
brain is about 75% water. 

Color 75% of the drawing blue. 

(Hint: Convert the percentage to a 
fraction to make this easier.)

We don’t just use water.
 We are  water!e

From tiny insects to giant redwood trees, no living thing 
on the Earth can exist without water.  And that includes 
you!  Next to air, water is a human’s most important need. 
We can live for several weeks without food, but only a 
few days without water. 

The reason is simple: Water makes up about 70 
percent of our bodies.  It’s in our cells and our blood. 
It controls our body temperature, helps us digest food, 
moves waste out, and takes oxygen in, and lubricates 
our joints.  Our bodies rely on it so much that if the 
amount of water in your body goes down by just 1 
percent, you will feel thirsty.  Reduce it by 5 percent 
and you’ll lose muscle strength and endurance and 
feel hot and tired.  Take away 10 percent of the water 
in your body and you’ll experience delirium (confusion 
and hallucinations) and blurred vision.  A 20 percent 
loss of water will kill you.

Transfer the information in 
the table to the diagram of 
the human body.  Write in the 
name of each tissue or organ 
listed and how much of each 
tissue or organ is water.

Where do we store all this water?
This table shows the percentages of water in 
some of our most important organs and tissues.

Blood 83.0
Heart 79.2
Muscle 75.6
Brain 74.8
Skin 72.0
Bone 22.0

Tissue
Percent 
Water

(Department of Chemistry, Duke University, 
http://www.chem.duke.edu)

Newspaper Activity:
Newspapers are full of stories that tell you how to live
a healthier life.  Read through your newspaper looking
for articles with healthy living tips.  Cut them out and
create a class or family fi le on how to keep your body
in tip-top shape.  Ask your principle for bulletin board
space and create a display with the articles and tips
you’ve cut out.



Newspaper Activity:
Watch your newspaper for stories on water quality issues (diseases, contamination, pollution)
or water quantity issues (shortages).  Check the dateline on the story. Where are these stories
happening? (Hint: The dateline, which tells where a story originated, is at the beginning of the
story.)  Can you fi nd those places on your colored map?  What color are they?

A picture 
is worth a 
thousand 
words:
On the map,
color the water 
blue.  Color green 
the continents 
with more water 
resources than 
people; and use 
orange or red for 
continents with 
less water than 
people. 

(These colors are just 
suggestions; 
feel free to choose 
your own colors.)

Think of  it this way:
Imagine that a bucket of water represents all the water on Earth.  If you dip your fi nger into it, 
the moisture clinging to your fi nger would represent all the freshwater that is available for 
everyone in the world! 

But wait! It gets even more complicated.  Earth’s water is unevenly distributed.  According 
to the United Nations World Water Development Report: 

•   North and Central America have 15% of the world’s water resources, but only 8% of the world’s population live there.
•   South America has 26% of the world’s water resources, and only 6% of the population.
•   Australia and Oceana have about 4% of the water resources with less than 1% of the population.
•   Europe, on the other hand, has just 8% of the world’s water supply, but 13% of the population.  
•   Asia has a whopping 36% of the world’s water resources, but more than half (60%) of the world’s population lives there. 
•   And with 13% of the world’s population, Africa has only 11% of the world’s water resources.

One last complication: Because of pollution and contamination, not all the available water is fi t 
to use.  Half the population of developing countries is exposed to polluted water sources, and water-
related diseases are among the most common causes of illness and death in these countries.

Where in the World Is Water?
Between two-thirds and three-fourths of the Earth’s surface is covered in water.  In fact, Earth has so 
much water that we call it the “blue planet.”  And, as far as we can tell, ours is the only planet in the solar 
system that has rain, rivers and oceans.

So why do people worry about running out of  water? 
Unfortunately, of all the water covering our planet, 97 percent is saltwater, so only 3 percent is drinkable! 
To make the situation a little more complicated, most of that 3 percent is frozen in the polar icecaps. 
That means all 6 billion people in the world have to share less than 1 percent of the water on the whole planet!



How do you sayoy
“water”?er”e

No matter how you say it, water is a vital ay it, wau sa
part of everyone’s lives. Here are just a few es. Here alives
of the words used around the globe for this around the gled ar

es ential liquid. esse

eau –eau – France, Belgiumm
wasser –  w Germany

agua – Spain, Mexico, most of South Americaain, Mexico, most of South ASpain, Mexico, most of South A
viz – Hungary

vatten – Sweden, Finlandnla
vann – Norwayay

aqua –  Italyy
omomi, ruwa, and mmiri – om miri –  Nigeeria

amanzi –zi –  nz h AfricaMalawi, Mozambique, Soouth mbiq
mai, bishbishan, and wuha –ai, bishan, and wuha –w iopiaEEthio

água –água –água – BrazilBrazil
áqua – áqua – PortugalPortugal

amane – Egypt, Moroccomaille – Lebanonmaima – Israel

Water, water 
everywhere
There are many ways to measure rainfall, 
so experts disagree on the No. 1 wettest 
place in the world. But here are some of 
the contenders: 

1. Mount Wai‘ale‘ale, Kauai, Hawaii.
It rains here between 335 and 360 days out 
of the year, The most recent 32-year average 
annual rainfall was 460 inches (11,684mm).

2. Mount Tutunendo, Columbia.
Records  show 11,770mm to 12,045mm 
rain per year. That’s 463 to 474 inches!

3. Lloro, Columbia.
Rainfall here is estimated at 523 inches 
/ 13,299 mm rain per year.

4. Cherrapunji, India. 
Once considered to be the wettest place in 
the world Cherrapunji’s annual average 
rainfall is about 425 inches or 10,820 mm. 
That’s less than the others, however, 
Cherrapunji gets most of its rain in just 
4 months, making it the wettest place on 
earth for those four months.

And the driest?
That would be the Atacama Desert in Chile, 
where, in 1971, it rained for the fi rst time 
in 400 years.

As you’ll see in the 

water cycle on page 6, 

much of our freshwater 

comes from precipitation 

(rain, snow, sleet, etc.). 

So, because weather 

patterns vary from place 

to place, water is 

unevenly distributed 

around the world. 

For the Record Books

How much difference 

is there between the 

wettest places in the 

world and the driest? 

Let’s take a look.



Water Goes to Work
Water tastes great on a hot day and is great for you. But it’s so much more than something we 
drink.  Just around the house we use it to wash our clothes, our cars, our dishes and ourselves. 
We fl ush the toilet with it, water lawns with it, clean our houses with it.  We use it for recreation 
– for swimming, boating and skating.

Water plays important roles in industry and farming, too. Did you know it takes:
77,880 gallons (295,000 L ) of water to make 2,022 pounds (910 Kg) of paper.
22,783 gallons (86,300 L) of water to make 2,022 pounds (910 Kg) of steel.
10.5 gallons (40 L) of water to make about 1 gallon (4 L) of gasoline.
2,200 pounds (1,000 kg) of water to grow 2.2 pounds (1 kg ) of potatoes

Water is also used to produce electricity and transport goods. 

It’s a great and valuable tool – a great and valuable tool we need to take care of. 
Many of the activities listed above create pollution problems.  Runoff from agriculture 
and factories can contaminate water sources.  Oil spills have damaged wildlife systems. 
Simply pouring household waste material (motor oil, paint) down a storm drain can 
have lasting effects.

As we learn more about how our actions affect our natural resources, we are getting better 
at taking care of them.  Laws have been passed that put limits on hazardous materials. 
Technology has been developed to help prevent tragedies such as oil spills.  But it’s also 
up to every citizen to continue to do their part, around the home and in their communities. 

Newspaper Activity:
With your parent or teacher’s help, do some research
on household hazardous waste and the proper ways
of disposing of it. (Your local waste management
company should be able to help you.)  Once you
have all your information, create a public service
newspaper-style advertisement to educate people on
household hazardous waste.

The Clean 
Water Act
In 1972, the U.S. Congress passed the 
Clean Water Act to try to start controlling
the pollutants that were being dumped 
into the waters of the United States.  The 
Clean Water Act gave the Environmental 
Protection Agency the authority to set 
standards for industry pollution.  The act 
also made it unlawful for any individual to 
pollute waterways. 

The Clean Water Act has been amended 
many times, but its main goal is to
restore and maintain the chemical, 
physical and biological integrity of the 
nation’s waters so they can support “fi sh, 
shellfi sh, and wildlife and recreation in 
and on the water.” 
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Answers
Across: 1. Hawaiian;  3. polluted;  4. evaporation;  5. saltwater;  8. hydrologic;  10. groundwater
Down: 2. water;  3. polluted;  6. three;  7. act;  8. hydrogen;  9. gray;  11. toilet

Clues
Answer the clues with words from the word list at the bottom of the page.

Across:

1.  One of the wettest places in the world is Mount Wai-‘ale-‘ale in the ____________ Islands.

3.  One-half of the population in developing countries is exposed to ____________ water sources.

4.  _________________ is when water is heated by the sun and vaporizes, then rises up into the air.

5.  About 97 percent of the water on our planet is __________________ .

8.  The Water Cycle is also called the _____________________ Cycle.

10. Of the freshwater available to us, 30 percent is __________________, which is located underground.

Down
2.  Between two-thirds and three-fourths of the Earth’s surface is covered in __________________ .

3.  In the United States, the Environmental ______________ Agency (EPA) is the federal government organization 

     that is in charge of taking care of the environment.

6.  Only _____________ percent of the Earth’s water is freshwater.

7.  The Clean Water _______ is a law passed in 1972 by the United States Congress.

8.  Water is made up of two atoms of ________________ and one atom of oxygen.

9.  _______ water is wastewater from washing machines, sinks and showers. Black Water is wastewater from toilets.

11.  The _____________ is the single largest water user in the home. 

Puzzle Word List

Act
Evaporation 

Gray

Groundwater

Groundwater

Hawaiian

Hydrogen

Hydrologic

Polluted

Protection

Saltwater

Three

Toilet

Water



The Water Cycle
Whether it’s above, on or below the Earth’s surface, water in nature is always moving. 
It’s also always changing from one form to another. This movement is called the 
water cycle or the hydrologic cycle.  The water cycle is a true “cycle” because there 
is no beginning or end.  The amount of water on the planet stays pretty constant 
across time, it just moves around a lot.  For example, the water a dinosaur drank 
millions of years ago could be the same water you drank at a water fountain today.

Here’s how the cycle works:
When a drop of water at the surface of the sea is warmed by the sun, it evaporates into water vapor and fl oats into the air. 
As it rises, winds carry the vapor inland.  Warm updrafts from the heated land surface push it even higher.  The higher it 
goes, the colder the air gets.  When the vapor hits the cold air, it changes back to a liquid – a process called condensation, 
and becomes part of a cloud.  The one drop combines with other drops to form bigger and bigger drops that (with the help of 
gravity) fall back to Earth as rain or some other form of precipitation. 

If the drop lands on a leaf, then it will probably simply evaporate again and re-start the cycle.  If it lands on the ground, it 
might sink into the ground (called percolation) and end up in an underground aquifer.  From the aquifer, this drop might 
then be pumped back out through a well to be used to irrigate crops, wash a car, or make a cup of tea.  After which, the 
drop will fi nd its way back either into the air or the ground, or down a sewer and into a river leading to the ocean.

Newspaper Activity:
New information often introduces you to new words.
Look up the words in the water cycle, such as
condensation, percolation, transpiration, evaporation,
to be sure you know what they mean.  Now read the
headlines of a few stories in your newspaper and
choose two or three you’re interested in. Read the
articles, circling any words you do not know.  Look
those words up in the dictionary, too. 

Can you imagine?
It takes about one million cloud droplets 

to form one raindrop.

The total amount of precipitation the 
earth receives each year in the form 
of snow, hail, and rain is equal to 10 

million gallons of water for every 
person in the United States.



Keeping 
it Clean
Much of the water we use 
every day comes from aquifers 
– underground sources of 
groundwater.  Wells are drilled 
into the aquifer through soil and 
rock to supply a community with 
drinking water.  Aquifers are 
important water sources that must 
be treated carefully.  Pumping the 
water out too fast, for example, 
can damage the structure of the 
aquifer.  Also, the groundwater 
can become contaminated by 
things we do above the ground. 
Harmful chemicals, such as 
lawn care products, 
paints, and cleaners; 
agricultural fertilizers 
and pesticides; and oil 
can all percolate down 
through the soil and rock 
into the aquifer.  This 
contamination can pose a 
signifi cant threat to human health 
and are very costly to clean up. 
If we keep our aquifers healthy, 
they’ll supply us with clean healthy 
water in return.

Make a mini 
water cycle!
You’ll need:
•  a potted plant 
•  a clear plastic bag big enough to go over the plant 
•  a piece of string or rubber band

Water the plant.  Put the bag over the plant and fasten it with 
the string or rubber band.  Place the bagged plant on a sunny 
windowsill.  Leave for a few hours, then check it out. 

What do you see?

Newspaper Activity:
Like word games?  Find the word games in your
newspaper and see how you do!  If you need help,
work with a friend or two, or get your family involved.

Water Cycle Word Scramble
Put the letters in the right order to complete the sentence!
The movement of water up through the atmosphere than back to Earth is called 
the hydrologic _________________ .
                y c c e l

When water evaporates, it turns into _________________.
                                                                      p r o v a

___________________ and ___________________ are both forms of precipitation.
               e e l s t                                   a n i r

Rivers and streams carry water to the  ________________________ .
                                                                                e o n a c  

When water gets cold up in the atmosphere it condenses into a ______________.
                                                                                                               d l o c u

Water exists in three forms in the water cycle: solid, gas and _______________.
                                                                                                           q u d i l i

H
2 O



Give Mother 
Nature a Hand
Water is cleaned naturally as it percolates 
down through rocks, sand and soil 
into aquifers.  On land and along 
rivers and streams, plants help 
purify water by taking up nutrients 
through their roots and using 
the nutrients to grow.  But 
Mother Nature can only 
do so much. 

If the water we send back 
down streams or through 
the soil is too heavily 
contaminated, nature’s 
water purifying systems 
begin to break down.  Too 
many pollutants overwhelm the 
natural order of things.  Contaminated 
water makes its way into aquifers; 
plants and aquatic animals begin 
to die, upsetting our carefully 
balanced ecosystems!

What can you do?
• Talk to your family about buying environmentally 

friendly cleaning products, or make your own! 
Vinegar and baking soda are great natural cleaners.

• Read the containers of household chemicals 
and dispose of them properly.

• Visit a local aquatic ecosystem (a lake, pond, 
creek, wetland, river or ocean) and organize 
a clean-up!  Partner with your local parks 
department, conservation authority, 
environmental organization and other 
schools to remove garbage and plant 
native plants. 

• Do a water audit in your home 
and/or school (see next page) 
so you can cut back on 
water usage.

Newspaper Activity:
Throughout Water Works! did you learn anything that
surprised you? Concerned you?  Fascinated you? If 
so, do some further research.  Then, share your new
knowledge!  Write an informative letter and send it
to your newspaper’s editor for the Op/Ed section.  To
prepare, read several of the letters in the section.

Make a  
Soil Filter
You’ll need:
•   a clay pot with a hole in the bottom
•   several large broken stones
•   coarse sand pebbles
•   crushed charcoal
•   fi ne sand 
•   some dirty water.

Layer the materials in the pot in 
the order given above: (broken 
stones on the bottom, then 
coarse sand, etc.)

Pour the dirty water over the top, 
then examine the water coming out 
the bottom of the pot.  How does it 
look?  Does it look any different if 
you fi lter it again?

Note: Soil is a natural water 
fi lter, but, it may allow tiny,
harmful microorganisms to 
pass, so even though your 
homemade fi ltered water 
looks clean and clear, it’s 
not purifi ed.  So don’t drink 
it unless you boil it fi rst!



How Much Water Do You Use? 
Conduct this water audit at home or in your school and find out!

Directions: Place a tally mark in the “Times Per Day” column every time someone does one of the listed activities.

Activity                                                       Times Per Day                               Weekly   Water per            Total 
                                        Sun    Mon    Tues    Wed    Thurs    Fri    Sat         Total       Activity*       Water Used

Toilet Flushing                ___  +  ___  +  ___  +  ___  +  ___  +  ___  +  ___   =   _____  x  5 gallons    =   __________ 

Short Shower                 ___  +  ___  +  ___  +  ___  +  ___  +  ___  +  ___   =   _____  x  25 gallons  =   __________ 
(5-10 minutes)

Long Shower                  ___  +  ___  +  ___  +  ___  +  ___  +  ___  +  ___   =   _____  x  35 gallons  =   __________
(10+ minutes)

Tub Bath                         ___  +  ___  +  ___  +  ___  +  ___  +  ___  +  ___   =   _____  x  35 gallons  =   __________

Teeth Brushing               ___  +  ___  +  ___  +  ___  +  ___  +  ___  +  ___   =   _____  x  2 gallons    =   __________

Washing Dishes             ___  +  ___  +  ___  +  ___  +  ___  +  ___  +  ___   =   _____  x  30 gallons  =   __________
(with Running Water)

Washing Dishes             ___  +  ___  +  ___  +  ___  +  ___  +  ___  +  ___   =   _____  x  10 gallons  =   __________
(Filling a Basin)

Using Dishwasher          ___  +  ___  +  ___  +  ___  +  ___  +  ___  +  ___   =   _____  x  20 gallons  =   __________

Washing Clothes            ___  +  ___  +  ___  +  ___  +  ___  +  ___  +  ___   =   _____  x  40 gallons  =   __________

GRAND TOTAL  =   __________

* These are estimated values. (Adapted from http://www.epa.gov/ne/students/pdfs/gwa21.pdf)

Water-saving tips
Now that you know how much you use, try these tips for reducing 
your water usage.

Bathroom
Two-thirds of the water used in the average home is used in the bathroom, 
for fl ushing toilets, showering, and bathing.

• Turn off  the water when you are not using it. You can save up to 
10 gallons a day by turning of the water while you brush your teeth, shave 
or wash your face. 

• Flush the toilet less often. Don’t use the toilet as a trash can. Every 
time you fl ush trash, hair, or a spider down the toilet you waste three-seven 
gallons of water.

• Fix leaks and drips. Even a small drip can waste tons of water.

• Change out old plumbing fixtures with low-flow devices.

• Take shorter showers. Keep them to less than fi ve minutes.

• Take baths. If you like to linger, a partially fi lled tub uses less water than a shower.

Kitchen and Laundry
• Run only full loads in the dishwasher and laundry. 

• Buy a water-saving appliances..
• Don’t leave the water running while you wash dishes 

or fruits and veggies. Instead, fi ll the sink with a small amount of water .

• Use garbage disposals as little as possible. Instead, start a compost pile 
or give leftovers to your pets.



Athens Utilities Board’s Wastewater Division

A LITTLE HISTORY

What would our streams and lakes look like if nobody treated the dirty water that left our homes and work places?  To improve our environment, around 1960 the city of 

Athens built pipelines to collect the dirty water and a plant to treat the dirty water before it went back into the streams.  Today, AUB runs this system for the city. AUB 

has two wastewater treatment plants. One on Oostanaula Creek and the other on North Mouse Creek.  After many years and many improvements, the treated water that 

leaves these plants is often cleaner than the creek water itself!

What would our streams look like if AUB’s Wastewater 

Division did not exist?  It could be yukky!

But when we treat water properly, we have 

opportunities like these:

and 

HOW WASTE IS TREATED

 AUB uses live microorganisms to treat the dirty water.  It’s like a huge aquarium full of tiny living creatures (AUB pets) that you can’t see without a microscope.  The dirty 

water comes into the plant and is treated in steps.

 Step 1) take out anything the ‘AUB pets’ can’t eat quickly, like plastic and sand. AUB also takes out grease and oil from the dirty water to help the little organisms do 

their cleaning job easier.

 Step 2) put the dirty water in the ‘aquarium’: AUB calls the aqarium an oxidation ditch because they add air for the AUB pets.  The two oval ditches (can you find them??) 

in the picture each hold 3 million gallons of water; that’s 4 ½ Olympic size pools each!  The dirty water in these tanks is the food for the pets! AUB constantly stirs the water 

and adds air very carefully.  Each of the ovals in each ditch has a different level of oxygen; this helps to create different types of ‘pets’ that eat different types of stuff.

 Step 3) from the ditch, the water goes to a really calm area called a clarifier (there are 4 in the picture).  Each is about the size of an Olympic size pool.  Here, the ‘pets’ 

settle to the bottom and either go back to the ditch or are ‘retired’ and replaced with fresh organisms.  The water is now clear and almost cleaned up.  The ‘pets’ that are 

‘retired’ are made into a solid product that looks like coffee grounds.  This can be used as an awesome organic fertilizer for farmers who grow food!

 Step 4) the water goes through a filter that looks like shag carpet and then it is disinfected using ultraviolet lights.  Finally, it goes into Oostanaula Creek, clean and 

healthy for the environment.

Some Water Trivia

water that is much better than the minimum standards.

This is a picture of AUB’s 

Oostanaula Wastewater 



WHAT’S WRONG WITH THIS PICTURE?

1. Over application of farm fertilizer

2. Improper crop dusting

3. Overcrowded feed lot

4. Leaking septic tank

5. Improperly applied lawn fertilizer

6. Erosion from a construction site

7. Pet waste

8. Improper disposal of motor oil

9. Road salt

10. Industrial discharge

11. Erosion from logging road

12. Improper disposal of toxic chemicals

13. Landfill

14. Leaking underground storage tank

15. Leakage from a mine

16. Municipal sewage

17. Leaking animal waste storage lagoon

Information provided by Athens Utilities Board



ACTIVITY PAGE

Information provided by Athens Utilities Board

OUR WATERS
Food Web is a term used to describe animals that eat other animals 

and plants. Shown at bottom is a food web from a fresh water 

marsh, but the animals are missing. Read the clues and see if you 

can figure out which creatures are being described. Then cut out 

that creature and glue it in the food web box over its appropriate 

number. (For now, you can write the animal’s name in the food web 

box. Cut it out and paste it when you get home).

CLUES:

1. These living things use energy from the sun to make food.

2. This small marsh rodent eats plants and sometimes insects.

3. The larva of this flying insect feeds on plants.

4. This creature eats insects; it stays close to water, but it is

   sometimes found on land.

5. This animals lives all of its life in the water and feeds on

   insects and frogs.

6. This animal hunts at night for snakes and mice.

7. This small mammal is trapped for its fur. It eats mostly

   plants.

8. This long-legged bird wades among plants in shallow water,

   looking for fish and frogs.

9. This creature can find many things to use in the marsh,

   including plants, fish, frogs, and crayfish.

10. This long reptile hunts for frogs and mice. It swallows its prey

     whole.

11. This creature looks like a small lobster and swims backwards.

    It eats small fish, insect larvae, and plants.

Note: The arrows point AWAY 

from the food and TOWARD the 

creature that eats it. When you’re 

done, notice you can’t remove one 

creature without affecting all the 

rest in the food web.



ACTIVITY PAGE

Information provided by Athens Utilities Board

OUR WATERS

The following list is made up of various animals 

that live near or in the water. Circle the words in 

the group of letters below. Words may be hidden 

across, backward, up, down, or diagonally.

1. How much water does it take to 
process a quarter pound hamburger?

2. What is the total amount of water 
used to manufacture a new car, 
including new tires?

3. Is it possible for me to drink water 
that was part of the dinosaur era?

4. How much does one gallon of water 
weigh?

5. How much of the earth’s surface is 
water?

6. How much of the earth’s water is 
suitable for drinking water?

T L R U E T
This creature likes to sun itself 

on logs above the water.

T D O P E L A
This creature turns into 

a frog.

1) About 1 gallon. 2) 39,090 gallons per car. 3) Yes.

4) 8.34 pounds. 5) 80%. 6) 1%



Athens Utilities Board
Your Neighbor, Your Utility
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Water is one of  the earth’s natural resources. Look through your 
newspaper for photos or articles about a natural resource.  Prepare 
a presentation for your class. 

Study the large display advertisements in your newspaper.  Create 
an ad to promote water conservation in your community. 

Look through your newspaper for adjectives that describe water.  
Cut the words out and make a water collage. 

Scan your newspaper for articles, pictures and advertisements about 
transportation. How many need water to operate?  Explain. 

Over several weeks, read your newspaper for articles about pollution. 
How many articles did you find on water pollution?  According to the 
articles, what are the causes and effects?  What can the community do 
to solve this problem?  Is there a need for a law to solve this problem? 
What law would you suggest? 

Read your newspaper for stories about natural disasters due to water; 
such as floods, hurricanes, tornadoes, blizzards, tsunamis, and 
typhoons. Put the articles in a notebook.  Summarize each article 
including a definition of  the weather condition.  On a map, find the 
location of  each disaster.  What weather conditions cause these 
natural disasters?

Study the editorial cartoon in your newspaper.  What is the topic of  the 
editorial cartoon?  What is the cartoonist’s opinion on the subject? 
Using the information you have learned about the importance of  water; 
draw an editorial cartoon to educate others. 

Find five articles in your newspaper you think will be important ten 
years from now.  Explain why you selected each item? 

Use your newspaper to go on a scavenger hunt.  Circle the items below:
 1. Find the names of three government leaders.
 2. What page do you find the comics?
 3. Find five words with three syllables each.
 4. What is the price of your newspaper? 
 5. What is the important sports story today?
 6. Identify an article that is an example of a Constitutional right being exercised.
 7. What is the name of a movie playing at a theater tonight?
 8. A byline tells you who wrote the story. Count the bylines on the front page. 
 9. Using the headlines, find all the synonyms on the sports pages for “won” or “lost.”
 10. List five careers mentioned on the front page. 
 11. Find the names of five foreign countries.
 12. What single item did you find most enjoyable?
 13. How many of your items mention water or weather?

Newspaper Activities for 
“Water Works for me, for you for us!”

TEACHER/PARENT GUIDE

The Daily Post-Athenian

NEWSPAPERS
IN EDUCATION

nie.dailypostathenian.com

Sponsored by:

Athens Utilities 
Board

Your Neighbor, Your Utility
100 New Englewood Road • Athens

www.aub.org
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