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he topics in any day’s newspaper will excite
kids and motivate them to read and learn
more about the world around them. They will
be thrilled with their ability to relate to what
is really happening in the world. The Unit 1 activities
are designed to make it easy and fun for teachers to
introduce the newspaper and the diversity theme. The
activities that follow for Units 2, 3 and 4 focus closely
on diversity issues and topics.

T

Photo Opportunity
Same and Different
Award Winners
Jobs and Gender
Who Needs Help?
Organizations

2
Copyright Hot Topics Hot Serials 2007

Unit 1 :

Introducing the Newspaper

Newspapers are full of information about things students like: movies, sports, science, art and more.
Newspapers are also the first rough draft of history. News events today will shape the lives of students
for years to come. You can use the activities on this page to help your students get to know the newspaper in a fun way, while exploring diversity themes.

ACTIVITIES
1 Movie Marketing*
Have students scan the movie ads to identify
movies that are directed at specific groups.
Ask the students which movies are made primarily for female, male or specific racial audiences. Are any movies directed at certain age
groups? The students can make a chart with
the name of the movie, the audience at which
it is directed, and what factors helped them
to identify the intended audience.

2 Weather Watch
The students can turn to the weather page for
yesterday’s weather conditions in U.S. cities.
Have the students divide the cities listed into
these four geographic regions: Northeast,
Southeast, Midwest, West. For each region,
have them write a description of a person
they think is “typical” of the people there.
Students can share their descriptions and
discuss where the ideas expressed came from.

3 Diversity Poster
Have the students locate an article in the
newspaper that is about a diversity issue or
topic. Have them read it and identify the
main idea. Then have them think about the
idea and design a poster that expresses it.
They can use words and images they cut out
of the newspaper. They can also use crayons
or markers to make their poster colorful.
Hang the posters up for display.

*

Includes activity sheet for students.

4 Test Making & Taking
Students can scan the newspaper headlines
to find an article about a diversity issue.
They can cut it out. As they read the article, have them jot down some questions
that would be good ones for a test on the
information. Then have them make the test
multiple choice by writing down the correct
answer and two incorrect answers for each
question. Have them swap articles and tests
with a partner, read the article they receive,
and take the test their partner prepared.

5 Sports Line Graph
Have students turn to the Sports section.
Ask them to identify five professional teams
they are sure have both black and white
players in their starting line-up. Have them
make a line graph showing each team’s wins
in red and losses in blue. Remind them to
label the graph clearly.

6 Diversity Scavenger Hunt*
Students can go on a scavenger hunt for
items in the newspaper that celebrate diversity. Items to find include a story about
men and women working together, a photograph showing people of different races, a
story about a religious ceremony, an ad that
appeals to elderly people, and a food that is
associated with a specific ethnic group.
Encourage the students to write down five
additional items that celebrate diversity,
swap with a classmate, and go on another
hunt.
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An activity sheet for students

Movie Marketing
Scan the movie ads to identify movies that are directed at specific groups. Are some advertised to
attract females? Males? Children? Adults? People of a certain racial or ethnic group? Fill in the chart
below with the movie’s title, the audience at which it is directed, and the words or images in the ad
that helped you identify the audience being sought.

MOVIE
TITLE

AUDIENCE
SOUGHT

EVIDENCE
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An activity sheet for students

Diversity SCavenger Hunt
Go on a scavenger hunt for items in the newspaper that celebrate diversity. Search the paper for the
items listed below. When you find an item, write down the page number and a brief description of
exactly what you found. For more fun, write down five additional items that celebrate diversity, swap
with a classmate, and go on another hunt.

PAGE

DESCRIPTION

A story about men and
women working together
A photograph showing
people of different races
A story about a
religious ceremony
An ad aimed at
elderly people
A food associated with
a specific ethnic group
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Unit 2 :

Know Thyself

Teachers play an important role in making children aware of the wide variety of cultures, customs,
and beliefs that are part of American society. As they learn about their own values and reflect on
their own behavior and thoughts, students will develop a greater understanding and appreciation
of the differences in people.

ACTIVITIES
1 Personal Profile*
Ask the students to find a person in the
newspaper whom they admire. Have them
compare themselves to that person according to the following five categories: age,
race, geographic location, gender and distinguishing characteristics. Later, each student can tell about the person they admire.
Ask them which of the five categories, if
any, contributed to their admiration. Also,
students can rank the five categories
according to how closely they identify with
others in that category.

2 Face the Issues
The students can select a story from the
newspaper that affects one of the groups to
which they belong (male/female,
white/nonwhite, etc.). They can summarize
the issue or problem and write their opinion
about it. Then the teacher can pair up each
student with another student who belongs
to a different group. Have the students
share their written opinions and then interview each other to probe the differences
and similarities in the way they see the
issue. Can each pair work together to come
up with a third opinion both endorse?

3 Speech Writer
Have the students find a story in the paper
about a politician. Does the article indicate
this politician’s opinion on any diversity
issues? Have students pretend to be politi-

cians themselves and write a speech to
explain their views on a diversity issue such
as race, religion, ethnicity, gender or special
needs. Give them an opportunity to stand
and deliver their speeches to the class.

4 Diversity Glossary
Students can create their own glossary of
diversity terms. First, instruct the students
to skim the newspaper for terms that relate
to the diversity theme. Have them write
each term on the top of a blank sheet of
paper. On the sheet they can write a definition of the word based on their prior knowledge, or use a dictionary. Then they can use
the word in a sentence. Finally, they can
draw a picture to illustrate the word.

5 Prejudice
Have the students locate a story in the
newspaper that deals with prejudice. The
students can write a short statement to
explain the role of prejudice in the article.
Give the students an opportunity to reflect
on their own prejudices. In what ways do
they pre-judge people based on their race,
religion, ethnicity or gender?

6 Enter in the Action
The students can look through the newspaper for a story about race relations. Have
them describe how the people in the story
get along with each other. If they were a
part of the action, how do they believe the
story would change? What would they do to
improve the situation?
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An activity sheet for students

Personal PRofile
Find a person in the newspaper whom you admire. Compare yourself to that person in each of the five
categories below. For example, you would write the age of the person you admire in the top left box
and your age in the top right box.

PERSON WHOM
1 ADMIRE

ME

AGE

RACE

GEOGRAPHIC
LOCATION

GENDER

DISTINGUISHING
CHARACTERISTICS
7

Unit 3 :

Color, Religion, and Ethnicity

We are often defined by the color of our skin, the way we worship, or the birthplace of our ancestors.
As students broaden their knowledge of the many races, religions and ethnic groups in America, and
overcome their fears, they will be less likely to be judgmental in the way they define others. They will
be better able to value the differences in people.

ACTIVITIES
1 Comic Strip Diversity
The students should skim the comic pages and
count the number of characters who represent
the different races: African American, Asian,
Hispanic, American Indians, White and others.
They can make a bar graph to illustrate the
totals, or they can determine the percentage
of the characters who represent each race.
What conclusions can they draw from the
results? Challenge the students to create an
original comic strip with characters from several racial groups.

2

Relevance*
The students can read one of the stories on
the front page of the newspaper. They can take
notes about the people in the story, paying
special attention to information about race,
religion, color, or ethnicity. Then they can
make one column for information that is relevant to the story and a second column for
irrelevant information. The students can write
sentences telling why each piece of information is either relevant or irrelevant.

3 Great Contributions

4 Race and Advertising
Have the students select an ad that they
believe is directed at a specific racial group.
Ask them to explain which illustrations or
language are representative of a specific race.
Have the students revise the ad so that it will
appeal to people of another race.

5 Bridging the Gap
The students can make a list of activities
they do with others at school who are members of a different race, religion or ethnic
group. Have them look through the newspaper
to find examples of people of diverse backgrounds who are participating in activities
together.

6 Stereotyping
Have the students find a person in the paper
they think is being stereotyped based on
his/her race, creed, color, or ethnicity. They
can write down how the person is stereotyped
and if the portrayal is positive or negative.
Discuss with the students why stereotyping
exists. Can they identify any stereotyping in
their own lives?

Direct the students to write an essay about
a person in the newspaper who has made an
important contribution to society and is not
a member of the student’s race, religion or
ethnic group. Discuss how the person’s race,
religion or ethnicity affected his or her contribution.

*

Includes activity sheet for students.
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An activity sheet for students

Is it relevant?
Read one of the stories on the front page of today’s paper. Write down the names and titles of the
people in the story. Also write down any information given about their age, sex, appearance, race,
religion or ethnicity. Use the columns in the chart below to separate information you feel is relevant
to the story from information that is irrelevant. Be ready to discuss the reasons for your choices.
Relevant means: Having something to do with what is being discussed.
For example, in an article about a fashion model, information about her appearance is relevant.
Irrelevant means: Not to the point, not related to the subject being discussed.
For example, in an article about a football player, information about his religion is irrelevant.
Copy article
headline here:

PERSON’S NAME
& TITLE

RELEVANT
INFORMATION

IRRELEVANT
INFORMATION
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Unit 4 :

Gender and Special Needs

What role does gender play in our society? How are physically and mentally challenged people viewed
in today’s world? Students need to understand a wide range of attitudes and beliefs if they are to
demonstrate understanding, compassion, and sensitivity toward others. Exploring the different experiences of the opposite sex and those with special needs will enable us to further celebrate diversity.

ACTIVITIES
1 Photo Opportunity
The students can look through the whole
newspaper, or one section of it, and examine
all the photographs of people. For each photo,
have them write down the number of men
pictured and the number of women. If the
men pictured are portrayed in a positive way,
have them write a plus sign next to the word
“men.” If the men are portrayed in a negative
way, have them use a minus sign instead.
They can do the same for the women. Discuss
the results. Do students differ in their opinions as to what is a positive versus negative
portrayal?

2 Same and Different*
Have the students search for an article about
a person who has a physical or mental disability. Using a Venn diagram, the students can
show the characteristics that they have in
common with this individual and those that
they do not have in common.

4 Jobs and Gender
Have the students review the Help Wanted
ads. They can place a checkmark next to the
jobs that are traditionally for men and an “X”
next to those that are traditionally for
women. The students can circle the jobs that
are for both men and women. Ask them what
changes must occur in our society if we are to
break free from traditional job roles.

5 Who Needs Help?
Have the students look through the newspaper to find and list items they use to make
their daily lives easier. These might include
such things as computers and bicycles. Ask
them how using these tools is the same or
different from a disabled person using a
wheelchair, hearing aid or seeing eye dog.
The students can write a dialog or conversation on this topic between two people, one
of whom is disabled in some way.

6 Organizations*
3 Award Winners
Instruct the students to find a person in the
newspaper who has overcome a physical handicap. They can imagine that the person they
select will be presented with an award for his
or her achievements. The students can write
an acceptance speech to be delivered at the
awards ceremony.

Have the students look through the paper to
find information about any organizations in
which membership is based on a person’s
gender or special needs. Have them describe
in writing the organization, its membership,
its main focus, and the specific activities in
which it is involved. Students can make a
chart to show the information.

10
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Includes activity sheet for students.

An activity sheet for students

Same and Different
Search the paper for an article about a person who has a physical or mental disability. Use the Venn
diagram below to list the characteristics you have in common with this person and those that you do
not have in common.
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An activity sheet for students

Organizations
Look through the paper to find information about any organizations in which membership is based on
a person’s gender or special needs. Fill in the chart below. In the left column, write the name of the
organization and describe its membership. In the middle column, state the organization’s main focus.
In the right column, list any specific activities in which the organization is involved.

ORGANIZATION
& MEMBERSHIP

MAIN
FOCUS

SPECIFIC
ACTIVITIES
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extensions
Opportunities to celebrate diversity are all around us, throughout the year. Using the four groups of
activities and worksheets, you have given your students lots of new ways to explore and appreciate
the differences in people. Here are some suggestions for extending the celebration of diversity in your
school.

1.

Door Museum
The class can vote on a hero who embodies their ideal of a person who celebrates diversity in
word and deed. Have them decorate the classroom door with illustrations and writings by or
about the chosen hero. Involve the entire school in the project and create a door museum for
students, staff and parents to tour.

2.

Celebrate in Fashion
Choose a special day for students to dress up in traditional ethnic garb. Set aside time to
discuss some of their family’s cultural traditions. Use a video camera to tape the event.

3.

Food Festival
Encourage students to bring in and share a sample of a favorite traditional food or a recipe
for a traditional dish. Perhaps some of the foods could be prepared in school.

4.

Letter Campaign
Have the students compile a list of local organizations that celebrate diversity and promote
harmony. Write a letter to each group inviting a representative to visit your class and lead
a discussion.

5.

Diversity Journals
The students can keep a journal for a week to record every time they speak with a person
of a different race, ethnic group, or religion. The following week they can keep a journal
of times they see a person of a different race, ethnic group, or religion on television.

6.

Sizing up the Class
The students can make a chart or graph to show the diversity of the class. How many males
versus females are there? How many students of each race, religion, and ethnicity? As each
student belongs to several groups, each can write a statement about the group they feel most
a part of and why. Ask each student to determine if he or she is part of a minority, a majority, or both.
13
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Unit 1 :

Introduction/Black Heritage

People throughout the United States recognize the contributions of outstanding African Americans.
As civil rights leaders, inventors, educators, doctors, government officials, authors, athletes and religious
leaders, African Americans have used their strength and determination to overcome problems. At the
same time, they have brought pride and unity to all African Americans. We celebrate their accomplishments during February and throughout the year.

Activities
1.

Black History Month*

4.

February is Black History Month. Discuss with your
students why we have a month designated for this
study. Ask the class to choose someone in today’s
paper who might someday be part of a textbook
for Black History Month. Have them write a paragraph telling why that person belongs in a textbook. Then have them clip the article. Using the
“Black History Month” activity sheet, the students
can write out the five W’s of the story—who,
what, when, where and why.

2.

Human Rights and
Martin Luther King
January 15 is the day we celebrate the birthday of
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Dr. King made important
contributions to the civil rights movement.
Challenge students to look through the newspaper
for a story about a person today who is instrumental in the advancement of human rights. Direct
them to write a short essay about this person’s
accomplishments.

3.

A Million Marching*
Hundreds of thousands of African Americans
attended the Million Man and Million Woman
Marches. At both events they celebrated African
American unity and demonstrated responsibility
as community leaders. What are some of the issues
that African Americans face? Get your students to
select stories from the newspaper that would be
of interest to participants of the Million Man and
Million Woman Marches. With the activity sheet
titled “A Million Marching,” have them write a
speech that addresses those issues.

Jackie Robinson
and Race Relations
In 1947, Jackie Robinson broke the color barrier
when he became the first African American baseball
player to play modern major league baseball. He
overcame prejudice and bigotry from players and
fans with courage and determination. Even today
race remains a pressing problem in America. Ask
the class to search the newspaper for articles that
deal with race. Then have each student write an
outline of a story about this issue. Do your students
think race relations are a factor in school? Have a
discussion with your class about the issue of race.

5.

Honoring Malcolm X
Malcolm X spoke out against the unfair treatment
of African Americans during the 1950s and 1960s.
Have students look in the newspaper for an example of someone being treated unfairly today. Give
students the assignment of writing a letter of
advice to resolve the problem.

6.

African American Athletes
African American athletes make up the vast majority of players in pro basketball and football. Ask
students to turn to the Sports section to see if this
dominance is true in all sports. Have them skim
the Sports section and make a list of all the sports
that are mentioned in the newspaper. Direct them
to write a sentence explaining whether or not
African Americans play an important role in each
sport.

15
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An activity sheet for students

Black History Month
February is Black History Month. Why do we have a special month designated for this study? Choose someone in today’s paper who might someday be part of a textbook created to teach about Black History Month.
Clip and read the article. Then write a paragraph telling why that person’s achievement belongs in a textbook.
In the space below write out the five W’s of the story—who, what, when, where and why.

Why

Who

What

Where

When

16

An activity sheet for students

A Million MArching
Hundreds of thousands of African Americans attended the Million Man and Million Woman Marches to celebrate
African American unity and responsibility. What are some of the issues that African Americans face? Select
stories from today’s newspaper that would be of interest to participants of the Million Man and Million Woman
Marches. In the space below, write a speech that addresses the issues.

17

Unit 2 :

African American Hall of F
ame

Leadership is what makes the world go around. Leaders have the capacity to inspire individuals and
mobilize masses of people so they act together in pursuit of a goal. Great leaders are those men and
women who leave their personal mark on history.

Activities
1.

Job Training*

4.

Have the students use the newspaper to find prominent
African American leaders. Then help students find a
story in the newspaper about a group with a leader and
followers. Discuss with students why this group was
formed. What makes the group’s members respect their
leader? Have students make a chart to show the differences between the characteristics of followers and
those of leaders.

Booker T. Washington was known for his devotion
to job training for African Americans in science
and technology. Direct students to the Classified
ads in today’s paper and ask them to find three
technical jobs that interest them. For each job,
they should determine the salary, education and
skills required, and experience needed. Using the
“Job Training” activity sheet, have them create a
chart to illustrate their findings.

2.

Rosa Parks and Change

5.

Movin’ on Up
Harriet Tubman organized the “Underground
Railroad” to help slaves escape to freedom. The
”Underground Railroad” wasn’t a railroad at all. It
was a group of people who arranged for places for
slaves to stay while they were heading to freedom
in the northern United States. The escaped slaves
walked or used horse-drawn carriages on their
journey. Have your students think about how people travel today. See how many different types of
transportation they can find mentioned or pictured
in the paper. Have them make a list of all the
methods of transportation.

Brown vs, Board of Education
The Supreme Court outlawed segregated schools on May
17, 1954. The case known as Brown vs. Board of
Education was argued in front of the Supreme Court by
Thurgood Marshall, who later became the first African
American to serve on the High Court. The court ruled
that segregation solely on the basis of race denied black
children the opportunity for equal education. Have
students look again for an article in which race is an
issue. Does segregation play a part in the story? Ask
them to write a paragraph explaining why they believe
segregation is or is not a factor. Encourage students to
discuss what steps our country could take to promote
integration of the races.

Rosa Parks refused to give up her seat to a white
passenger on a bus in Montgomery, Alabama. This
event marked the beginning of the Montgomery
bus boycott and the Civil Rights Movement. Her
courageous action made it possible for change to
occur. Instruct your students to find an article in
the newspaper that describes a situation of
change. Then have them write a description of an
event that made the change possible. What was
the situation like before the event and what will it
be like now?

3.

Take Me To Your Leader

6.

Predicting*
W.E.B. DuBois was a famous African American writer
who predicted in 1900 that the chief problem of the
20th century would be racial discrimination. Today
tension between races is a significant problem that
faces all Americans. Ask students to pick the story in
the newspaper that they believe is the most important
one of the day. Is the story a continuing news event or
“new” news? With the activity sheet titled “Predicting,”
ask them to predict the future of this particular news
story. Have them rewrite the headline to reflect their
prediction. Have them list reasons why the event will
or will not be important 10 years from today.

18
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An activity sheet for students

Job Training
Booker T. Washington was known for his devotion to job training for African Americans in science and
technology. Scan the Help Wanted ads in today’s paper to find three technical jobs that interest you. For each
job determine the salary, education and skills required, and experience needed. Fill in the chart below to show
your findings.

Job #1
________________

Job #2
________________

Job #3
________________

Salary
________________

Salary
________________

Salary
________________

Education
________________
________________
________________

Education
________________
________________
________________

Education
________________
________________
________________

Skills
________________
________________
________________
________________
________________
Experience
________________
________________
________________
________________
________________

Skills
________________
________________
________________
________________
________________
Experience
________________
________________
________________
________________
________________

Skills
________________
________________
________________
________________
________________
Experience
________________
________________
________________
________________
________________
19

An activity sheet for students

Predicting
W.E.B. DuBois was a famous African American writer who predicted in 1900 that the chief problem of the 20th
century would be racial discrimination. Today tension between races is a significant problem that faces all
Americans. Skim the newspaper to pick the story you believe is the most important one of the day. Is the story
a continuing news event or “new” news? Predict the future of this particular news story and rewrite the headline to show your prediction. Will it be important 10 years from today or not? Does race play a part in the
story? In the space below, list the reasons for your responses.

Current News Headline:

__________________________________________________________
Future Headline:

__________________________________________________________
Reasons:

20

Unit 3 :

Arts and Entertainment

African Americans have used their creative energy and talent to enhance America’s art, music, and dance.
Their style has been copied by others and has become part of our American heritage. Music, dance and art
are gifts that African Americans have given to our country.

Activities
1.

Advertising Campaign
Here is an opportunity for your students to
design an advertising campaign to promote
African American culture. Ask them to
focus particularly on fashions, entertainment or trends that have spread from the
African American community to wider society in America. Remind them that they can
use the news to find examples of each.

2.

African Americans
on Television*
Have the students turn to the television
page and find a television show that has a
predominantly African American cast. Is
this a show that students watch regularly?
Is it a popular show? Using the “African
Americans on TV” activity sheet, have students write a letter to the producer of the
show telling why they think it is a good
idea to have a show with people of different
races.

Write a Rap
Rappers are getting their musical message across to millions.
Their rapping expresses their views about their experiences. Have
students skim the front page of the newspaper for a story that
interests them. Ask them to write their own raps to summarize
the article. Then they can make a list of their favorite rappers.

The Name Game
Schools, streets, parks and community buildings are being named after famous African
Americans. Are there notable African
American artists or popular figures in the
news who would be worthy of this kind of
honor? Have your students select an African
American from the news for such an honor
and write a proposal to a local official
supporting the choice.

3.

4.

5.

Ebonics
Ebonics is a word that combines the words ebony (meaning
black) and phonics (which means word sounds). Ebonics is now
used by some people to describe African American speech patterns. Some teachers think that Ebonics should be used to
teach African American students. Others believe that instruction should be based on standard English. Have the class
debate the issue and list the pros and cons. Then challenge
them to identify examples of both Ebonics and standard
English in the newspaper.

6.

Story Telling
When Africans were brought to America as slaves, they were
forbidden to speak their native language or to write. But they
continued to tell stories. The stories, which were passed down
from generation to generation, were based on history, on new
experiences, on hopes and on dreams. Ask students to read a
story in the paper. Then challenge them to retell the story to
the class in their own words. Just as stories change as they are
told from one person to another, encourage students to make
changes that will make their stories more interesting. 21
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An activity sheet for students

African Americans on TV
Turn to the television page and find a television show that has a cast that has mostly African American characters. Is this a show you watch regularly? Is it a popular one? Write a letter to the producer of the show telling
why you think it is a good idea to have a show with people of different races. Put it in the form of a business
letter.

Sample Business Letter
Jane Doe NAME
Fox Television ADDRESS
5746 Sunset Boulevard
Hollywood, CA 90028
Dear Miss Doe, OPENING
I really enjoy the TV show you produce because…______________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
______________________________

BODY

Sincerely, CLOSING
Ima Watcher SIGNATURE
Ima Watcher NAME
22

Unit 4 :

Real People

Courageous African American men and women demonstrate principles that can teach us about a proud
legacy—and guide our lives. People we see every day—people who come from our neighborhoods,
schools and homes—contribute spirit,
enthusiasm and pride to our nation.

Activities
1.

Photo Ops
Ask students to flip through the newspaper and
examine all the photographs of people. Direct
them to pay close attention to the number of
African Americans who are pictured. For each
photo, challenge them to determine whether or
not African Americans are portrayed in a positive
or negative way. At the end, have them write
a brief general statement summarizing their
findings.

2.

Role Models*
Start by having students list five important
attributes of a role model. Then ask them to
choose an African American role model who is in
the news. Using the “Role Models” activity sheet,
challenge students to detail how they stack up
against the role model selected.

Freedom
African Americans have been fighting for freedom
since the times of slavery. Direct students to find
an example of someone in the news who is exercising a freedom. Have your students explain the
situation and what freedom is involved. Finish by
having them describe a time when they were able
to exercise their freedoms.

5.

Affirmative Action
Discuss the programs known as affirmative action
and the controversy they have caused. Then have
your class look for a politician in the paper who
supports affirmative action and one who does not
(if none is in the news, allow students to use
politicians they know about). Ask students to
write the dialogue for a debate between the two
politicians. Or have them pair up and debate the
issue with each other.

3.

4.

Interviewing
Ask your students to identify African Americans
they admire. Are any of them mentioned in the
newspaper? Then the students can search through
the newspaper for other people they admire. Have
them write five important questions they would
like to ask that person.

6.

Down With Racism
Our country is still struggling with the problems
of racism and prejudice. Have the class define
these words—in their own words. Then ask them
to turn to the comic strips in the newspaper.
Have them identify all the ethnic groups that are
represented. Are African Americans represented in
the comics? What roles do African Americans
play? Are they stereotyped? Ask students to draw
a comic strip that shows racial harmony. Display
the strips on a bulletin board.
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An activity sheet for students

Role Models
List five important qualities of a role model. Then choose an African American role model who is in the news.
Compare how you stack up against your role model.

Role Model Characteristics

Similarities

My Other Characteristics
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EXTENSIONS
These activities have explored how African Americans have influenced the culture of all America. Black History Month activities celebrate the deeds and history of African Americans since the earliest colonies on this continent. Here are some suggestions for
extending lessons about African American culture through the
year.

1.
2.

Hallway Hall of Fame
Have students choose an African American hero to honor each week and decorate the halls with illustrations and writings about the person. Involve the entire school in the project and create a Hallway Hall
of Fame for students, staff and parents to tour. As a cross-culture exercise, expand the Hall of Fame to
include other ethnic groups represented in your class.

Graph the Class
Create a class chart or graph to show the ethnic make-up or background of students. What races are
represented in the group and how many are there of each? How does the make-up of the class compare
with other classes, the school, the community and the nation? What conclusions can be drawn from
this information?

3.

Get Organized
Have the students in the class compile a list of local African American organizations. What is the focus
of each organization? Write letters to each and invite them to address the class.

4.

Soul Food
Slaves were often forced to eat scraps left by the slave masters. But with creativity, and use of other
foods available to them in nature, they were able to create delicious dishes. Some of these foods include
black-eyed peas, greens, bread pudding, sweet potato pie and chitlins. Encourage children to research an
African American recipe or bring in a finished sample of a food favorite for taste testing. Perhaps some
of the foods could be created in school.

5.

Make Some Music
In Africa, drums were used to communicate from village to village. Have the class make some drums.
Remove the top and bottom from a can, being careful not to get cut on sharp or rough edges. Stretch
duct tape tightly over one end of the can. Decorate the outside of the can with magazine pictures or
yarn. Get ready for the beat. Experiment with different size cans for different sounds.

6.

Rattle and Roll
Another ancient instrument of Africa is the rattle. Here is a way for students to make rattles of their
own. Blow up a balloon to about six inches in diameter. Cut out 11⁄2 inch strips of newspaper and dip
them into a mixture of flour and water. Lay strips of newspaper on the balloon and smooth them out
until the balloon is covered. This will take about three layers of paper. Let the balloon dry completely.
Pop the balloon and use a funnel to pour rice or beans into the balloon. Shake until you get the sound
you like. Put a 10 inch stick into the rattle and push it in until the stick touches the inside of the rattle.
Tape your stick to the rattle so it does not move and cover the hole completely. Paint.
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n extended celebration such as Black History
Month provides an excellent opportunity for
students to relate to material from their own
communities. Each activity provides a lesson for exploring the newspaper while examining the impact of Black
History on the United States. The activities in Unit 1
investigate "Slavery," and its influence on American history. Units 2 and 3 focus on "On the Road to Freedom,"
the black struggle to achieve freedom and dignity, and
"Civil Rights," the movement for equality and social,
political and economic power. In Unit 4, the activities in
"Black America Today" bring new insight into black life
in today’s world.

Black America
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Unit 1 :

Slavery

The slave trade began in the early 1600s as a way to bring free labor into the British colonies in the New
World. Africans were taken from their homes, forced into cargo ships that sailed across the Atlantic Ocean
and sold to colonists. Slavery made it possible for the British economy to flourish and for colonists to earn
huge profits. Slaves were considered property and most were treated cruelly. Laws were passed to prevent
slaves from learning to read and write, and from assembling or bearing arms. Slave uprisings were common
as blacks struggled for freedom.

Activities
1. B reaking the Law
President Thomas Jefferson insisted that
Congress pass the Act to Prohibit the
Importation of Slaves after 1808. Yet illegal
slave traffic did not stop. The students can
search through the newspaper for an example
of someone who did not obey a law. Have
them describe the circumstances surrounding
the illegal act. They can discuss why there are
so many instances of lawbreaking in the news.

2. Nat Tu rner’s Slave Revolt
In 1831, Nat Turner, a Virginia slave, led a slave
revolt. For two days he went from plantation to
plantation gathering recruits and assassinating
whites. Nat and his followers were captured
and killed. What do your students think made
Nat Turner a good leader? Have the students
look for a story in the newspaper about people
who are followers and some who are leaders.
They can create a chart to show the differences
between the characteristics of followers and
those of leaders.

3. Interview Your Leader *
A former slave, Frederick Douglass, became a
greatly respected leader in the 19th century. He
was a writer and brilliant orator who spoke out
against slavery. Have the students examine the
newspaper for a story about an African
American leader. The class should use the
"Interview Your Leader" activity sheet to write
five questions they would like to ask about
leadership and politics.
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4. F reedom
The Fugitive Slave Act of 1850 provided
government aid to anyone who helped capture
runaway slaves. This law made it difficult for
slaves to escape to freedom. Instruct the
students to look through the newspaper for
references to a law that restricts freedoms.
They can decide whether they believe the law
unnecessarily limits freedoms. Have them write
an explanation stating their point of view.

5. F ront Page News *
William Lloyd Garrison was the publisher of
The Liberator, an abolitionist newspaper. He
used his newspaper to condemn slavery and
encourage people to boycott products made in
slave states. Have students find an important
issue in the newspaper. They can design a front
page for a newspaper that addresses different
points of the issue. They can write stories for
that front page.

6. Heading Nort h
Harriet Tubman organized the "Underground
Railroad" to help slaves escape to freedom.
The "Underground Railroad" was a group of
people who arranged for places for slaves to
stay while heading north to freedom. Harriet
used the North Star to find her way to the
north. Students can use the weather map in
the newspaper to practice using directional
terms. Have them write questions about the
map that involve direction. For example,
"What state is north of Florida?" or "In which
direction should you travel to go from Nevada
to California?"

*Includes activity sheet for students.

An activity sheet for students

INTERVIEW YOUR leader
Frederick Douglass, a former slave, became a greatly respected leader in the
19th century. He was a writer and brilliant orator who spoke out against
slavery. Search through the newspaper for a story about an African American
leader. Complete the activity sheet by writing five questions you would like to
ask about leadership and politics.

Frederick Douglass

[1]

.....................................................................

.........................................................................
.........................................................................

[2]

...................................................................

.........................................................................
.........................................................................

[3]

....................................................................

.........................................................................
.........................................................................

[4]

...................................................................

.........................................................................
.........................................................................

[5]

....................................................................

.........................................................................
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .28
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An activity sheet for students

Front Page News
William Lloyd Garrison was the publisher of The Liberator, an abolitionist newspaper. He used his newspaper
to condemn slavery and encourage people to boycott products made in slave states. Find an important issue in
the newspaper. Then design a front page for your newspaper that addresses different points of the issue. Write
the stories for your front page.
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Unit 2 :

On the Road to Freedom

On January 1, 1863, President Abraham Lincoln issued the Emancipation Proclamation which freed the slaves in
the South. The Thirteenth Amendment, adopted three years later, abolished slavery in the United States. But
anti-black sentiment continued in the North and South. Freed blacks leased farmland from white landlords for
high rents and lived in poverty. "Black Codes" and "Jim Crow" laws prevented black people from exercising their
newfound freedoms. Some people considered blacks inferior to whites and so blacks still faced violence and
oppression. Blacks were barred from white restaurants, stores, movies, and cemeteries. By the late 1800s,
segregation of the races dictated many aspects of a black person’s life.

Activities
1. Sitting In
Sojourner Truth participated in the first sit-in at
President Lincoln’s office to suggest ways of handling
freed, unemployed, former slaves. Direct the students
into the Classified section of the newspaper. Have
them look through the Help Wanted ads and select
their five top jobs. They can make a chart to show
information such as job description, qualifications,
salary, duties and responsibilities.

2. Mr. Everything *
Benjamin Banneker was the first African American
astronomer, mathematician, and surveyor. He was
also an inventor. Among his accomplishments were
writing an almanac about the stars, helping to plan
the streets and buildings of Washington DC, and
inventing a clock that strikes every hour. Students can
look in the newspaper for an article that would fit
each of Banneker’s main interests - astronomy, math,
city planning and inventing. Have them complete the
"Mr. Everything" activity sheet and write a summary
of each article.

3. Black History Month
In 1915, Carter G. Woodson decided that February
would be a good month to celebrate the contributions made by African Americans because it is the
month when Abraham Lincoln and Frederick Douglass
were born. Both Lincoln and Douglass had a
dramatic effect on the lives of African Americans.
The students can search for someone in today’s newspaper who is having an effect on African Americans
and then write a paragraph to support their selection.
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*Includes activity sheet for students.

4. Separate But Equal
In 1895, in Louisiana, Homer Plessy, a black man, sat
down in a "whites only" railroad car to challenge the
law he believed to be unfair. The Supreme Court
ruled in Plessy vs. Ferguson that states could separate
the races if they provided "separate but equal"
facilities. This law remained in effect for 58 years.
Students can find a policy or action in the newspaper
that they believe is unfair. Have them list five steps
they could take to make a change in this practice.

5. You’re My Hero *
During World War I thousands of blacks served our
country in the armed forces and returned home as
decorated war heroes. They experienced equal
treatment from whites for the first time only to return
home to increased racial tension and inequality.
Challenge the students to select a hero from a news
story. Have them write out the five W’s of the story –
who, what, when, where and why. Then they can
design a medal for the hero commemorating
the event.

6. Big Problems
W.E.B. DuBois was a famous African American writer
who predicted in 1900 that the chief problem of
the twentieth century would be racial discrimination.
Today the struggle between the races is a significant
problem for all Americans. Instruct the students to
choose a story they believe is the most important of
the day. They should indicate whether or not the
story is a continuing news event or "new" news.
They can predict the life of this particular news story
and if it will be important ten years from today.
Have them give reasons for their responses.

An activity sheet for students

Mr. Everything
Benjamin Banneker was the first African American astronomer, mathematician, and surveyor. He was also an
inventor. Among his accomplishments were writing an almanac about the stars, helping to plan the streets and
buildings of Washington DC, and inventing a clock that strikes every hour. Use your newspaper as a resource
and find an article that would fit each of Banneker’s main interests - astronomy, math, city planning and
inventing. Complete this "Mr. Everything" activity sheet and write a summary of each article.

Astronomy

Math

City Planning

Inventing

31

An activity sheet for students

You’re My Hero
During World War I thousands of blacks served our country in the
armed forces and returned home as decorated war heroes. They
experienced equal treatment from whites for the first time only to
return home to increased racial tension and inequality. Select a hero
from a story in the news. Then, on your worksheet, write out the
five W’s of the story – who, what, when, where, and why.
Design the medal for the hero, commemorating the event.

Who: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
............................

WhAT: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
..........................................

..........................................

..........................................

WHEN:

.............................

.........................................

WHERE:

...........................................................................

.........................................................................................

WHY (you chose): . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
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.........................................................................................

Unit 3 :

Civil Rights

The black struggle to win equality continued into the 1950s. The Supreme Court decision in Brown vs. Board of
Education reversed the idea of "separate but equal." Protests such as marches, sit-ins and Freedom Rides
brought national attention to the Civil Rights movement and led to significant changes during the 1960s. The
"War on Poverty" was an important federal program designed to aid people in need. Black organizations
encouraged blacks to take responsibility for themselves and fostered pride in their African American heritage.

Activities
1. Give Peace a Chance
In 1950, Ralph Bunche became the first African
American to win the Nobel Peace Prize for
mediating a peace settlement in the Arab-Israeli
war. Have the students hunt through the
newspaper for stories about world leaders who
are attempting to work out their differences in
the name of peace. They can make a chart that
shows information about the negotiations.
Have them include which parties are talking,
the leaders, and the issues.

2. Women’s I s s u e s
Rosa Parks refused to give up her seat to a
white passenger on a bus in Montgomery,
Alabama. This event marked the beginning of
the Montgomery bus boycott and the Civil
Rights movement. Women are still working for
change in social welfare. Have the students
select stories in the news that deal with issues
concerning women. The students can design
advertisements to promote the issues.

3. Graphing for Equality *
In 1988, Jesse Jackson formed the Rainbow
Coalition to organize blacks and whites to
support civil rights for all. He recognized that
not only were African Americans struggling for
equality but also women and other minorities
were looking for equal treatment. Newspapers
often include stories about these issues. Have
the students count the number of stories in the
newspaper that deal with blacks, women, and
other minorities and direct them to compile
their findings. They can complete the graph on
the activity sheet, "Graphing for Equality." They
can write three observations about their graphs.

4. I Have a Dre a m
In 1963, Martin Luther King organized a march
on Washington to gain civil rights for all
Americans. At this demonstration King
delivered his famous "I Have a Dream Speech"
in which he advocated freedom for all. The
students can look through the newspaper for
the major issues and problems of the day. Using
that information, they can think about their
dreams for a better world. Students can write
speeches about their hopes and dreams.

5. The Changing Malcolm X
One of the most important aspects of Malcolm X
was his ability to learn and change. At one time
he favored violence and revolution to achieve a
separate black society. His pilgrimage to Mecca
changed his views on race as he came to believe
in a brotherhood of all races. Direct the students
into the newspaper for stories about change
over time. Have them create a timeline to show
how events evolved.

6. Slogans
Black Power advocate, Stokely Carmichael,
adopted Marcus Garvey’s slogan "Black is
Beautiful" when he encouraged blacks to take
control of their own lives. Using the slogan
brought national fame to Carmichael. The
students can find an article or issue in today’s
newspaper and then create a slogan to promote the issue. Then they can make a poster to
advocate their position.
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An activity sheet for students

graphing FOR EQUALITY
In 1988, Jesse Jackson formed the Rainbow Coalition to organize blacks and whites to support civil rights for
all. He recognized that not only were African Americans struggling for equality but also women and other
minorities were looking for equal treatment as well. Newspapers often contain stories about these issues. Count
the number of stories in the paper that deal with African Americans, women, and other minorities and tally
your findings. You can complete the graph on this activity sheet and write three observations about your graph.

African Americans

Women

TALLY

Other Minorities

sample

12
10
8
6
4
2

African
Americans

Women

Other
Minorities

1 ________________________________________________________________________
2 ________________________________________________________________________
3 ________________________________________________________________________
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Unit 4 :

Black America Today

Race relations remains one of our country’s most pressing problems. Opportunities for blacks have never been
greater. Many are achieving the American dream but still some blacks are poor and funding has decreased for
programs that assist them. Although remarkable achievements in the black community have been accomplished,
the struggle for equality will continue into the 21st century. When we eliminate the barriers between the races
we will live and work together in harmony.

Activities
1. Military Report
Colin Powell is a former Secretary of State and
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff and was a
principal military advisor. He also was considered
a possible presidential candidate. As a four-star
general in the army Powell is interested in military action. Students can look through the
newspaper for military action that is taking place
in some part of the world. They can summarize
the article in a report to Powell.

2. What’s in a Name
Many schools in the South are changing the
names of schools that were named after prominent southerners who were also slave
owners. The schools are being renamed after
famous African Americans. Have the students
select notable African Americans in the news
who would be worthy of having a school
named for them. They can write a proposal to
the superintendent of schools that supports
the need to make this name change.

3. Diversity in Television
Have the class turn to the television page and
find shows that have characters of various races.
The students can determine, by taking a class
poll, if the show is a popular one. Then they can
write a letter to the producer of the show telling
why they think it is a good idea to have a show
with people of various races.

4. The Winner Is…
Oprah Winfrey is one of the most influential
women in the world. Besides her impact on the
entertainment and publishing industry, Oprah’s
Angel Network does good works for humankind.
The class can check out the news for someone
who is also working for the betterment of the
world. The students can design an award for
service and write a speech that describes his/her
accomplishments.

5. A Day in the Life *
Have the students select a famous African
American from today’s newspaper that they
would like to accompany on a typical day at
work. Using the newspaper as a resource, ask
the students to outline the day’s activities on
the activity sheet, "A Day in the Life." What
would the daily schedule be like for that person?
Would the person be meeting with world
leaders, flying to exotic places or tuning in to
a favorite television show?

6. S t e reotyping in the Comics
Stereotyping of racial and ethnic groups can be
hurtful and dangerous. Have the students look
through the comics for evidence of stereotyping.
Students can write an analysis of any examples
they find.
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*Includes activity sheet for students.

A Day IN THE LIFE
Select a famous African American from today’s newspaper that you
would like to accompany on a typical day at work. Using the newspaper
as a resource, outline the day’s activities on this sheet. What would the
daily schedule be like for that person? Would the person be meeting with
world leaders, flying to exotic places or tuning in to a favorite television
show?

a day in the life of
_______________________________
6:00 AM _________________
________________________

3:00 _____________________
________________________

7:00 _____________________
________________________

4:00 _____________________
________________________

8:00 _____________________
________________________

5:00 _____________________
________________________

9:00 _____________________
________________________

6:00 _____________________
________________________

10:00 ____________________
________________________

7:00 _____________________
________________________

11:00 ____________________
________________________

8:00 _____________________
________________________

NOON ____________________
________________________

9:00 _____________________
________________________

1:00 PM __________________
________________________

10:00 ____________________
________________________

2:00 _____________________
________________________

11:00 PM _________________
36 ________________________

Extensions

1
2
3
4

African American Timeline

The class can draw pictures of famous African-Americans throughout
history. They can use butcher paper to create a timeline and position
their pictures on the appropriate year. Have them write a sentence
explaining their person’s place in history.

Talk About It

Have your students go on the Internet to research a famous person or
event in black history. They can present an oral presentation to the
class. Have the class take notes and ask questions about the reports.

Scrapbooks

The students can collect newspaper articles that relate to African
Americans. They should study the articles and paste them into a
scrapbook. Have them draw conclusions based on their research.

Letter Writing Campaign

The problem of race relations remains one of the most important in
America. Have the students brainstorm ways that some of these
problems can be solved. Are there new laws that need to be passed
or old laws that need to be enforced? Have them write letters to their
government representatives urging them to address these racial
issues and support efforts to look for solutions.

Tree of Life

5
6

Have the students take a look at their own family history. Have them
interview their parents, grandparents and other relatives to find
information about their ancestors. They can make a family tree that
includes all their family members.

Demonstrate for Equality

The students can organize a mock demonstration or sit-in like those
held during the civil rights era. Have the class design and create
posters to promote racial equality for an authentic look. Invite the
local newspaper and television stations to report on the event.
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W

omen’s History Month provides an excellent opportunity for students to relate to material from their
own communities, and to learn what is really happening in the world. The Unit 1 activities in this guide provide
teachers a way to explore the newspaper as a resource, while
getting students to examine the impact of women in the
history of the United States. Units 2, 3, and 4 build on that
knowledge with “Today’s Leaders,” a group of activities that
examines women making news in the world today; “American
Women,” a series on women who have broken new ground in
American history; and “The Role of Women,” a collection focusing on women’s changing roles in different areas of society.
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Unit 1 :

Women in History Introduction

Women have faced incredible hardships and bitter struggles to win equal rights. They have marched, gone
on hunger strikes and been arrested. Through the years, however, their efforts have widened the horizons of
thinking among all Americans and broadened the possibilities for all women. They have shaped the destiny
of both women and men today.

Activities
1.

Design a Coin*
Susan B. Anthony, Elizabeth Cady Stanton, and
Lucy Stone were 19th century pioneers for
women’s rights. Their tireless efforts paved the
way for the 1920 passage of the suffrage amendment to the Constitution, which gave women the
right to vote. A coin was minted to commemorate
the efforts of Susan B. Anthony. Using the
“Design a Coin” activity sheet, challenge students
to each pick a story in the news to commemorate
with a coin. In the spaces provided, have them
write out the five Ws of the story—who, what,
when, where and why. Or they can include them
in the design of their coin.

2. Great Adventures
On June 17, 1928, Amelia Earhart flew from
Newfoundland to Wales in 21 hours. Later, in
1932, she became the first woman to fly solo
across the Atlantic Ocean. Can students find
a story in today’s newspaper about a woman
who has accomplished something great? When
they do, ask them to write a brief summary
of what they found about this woman.

3. Overcoming Obstacles
Despite losing sight and hearing as an infant,
Helen Keller learned to communicate with
others and became a highly regarded author.
She lectured widely and received honors and
awards from international organizations. Keller
overcame obstacles to achieve her goals. Ask
students to look through the newspaper for a
story about someone who has been successful
despite significant barriers. Have the students
write about the obstacles that person faced and
his/her accomplishments.

4. Face the Changes
In 1955, Rosa Parks refused to give up her seat
to a white passenger on a bus in Montgomery,
Alabama. This event marked the beginning of
the Montgomery bus boycott and was a pivotal
act in the Civil Rights Movement. Women are
still working for change in social welfare. Have
students look in the newspaper for a story that
deals with an issue concerning women. Ask them
to design an advertisement to call attention to
the issue.

5. Spiritual Leader
Mother Teresa founded a Catholic Order of Nuns
in 1948 to help poor people in Calcutta, India.
She was a spiritual leader and was awarded the
Nobel Peace Prize for her dedication. She died in
1997. Can students find a situation in the paper
that could use the kind of help Mother Teresa
provided? Direct them to write a description of
the situation and the help it requires.

6. Graphing the Issues*
Eleanor Roosevelt, wife of President Franklin D.
Roosevelt, was an ardent supporter of women’s
rights, civil rights and rights of the poor. Our
newspapers often contain stories about these
issues. Just how many stories in today’s paper
are about one or more of these issues? Have
each student count the number of stories in
each category. Direct them to compile their
findings and create a graph on the “Graphing
the Issues” activity sheet. Then have them write
three statements about their graphs when they
have finished.
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*Includes activity sheet for students.

An activity sheet for students

design a coin
Susan B. Anthony, Elizabeth Cady Stanton, and Lucy Stone were 19 th century
pioneers for women’s rights. Their tireless efforts paved the way for the 1920
passage of the suffrage amendment to the U.S. Constitution, which gave women
the right to vote. A coin was minted to commemorate the efforts of Susan B. Anthony.
Pick a story in the news today that you think would be worth commemorating
with a coin. Write the five Ws of the story in the spaces provided.

S.B.A. Silver Dollar

Who: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
....................................

WhAT:

...................

..............................

..............................

...............................

WHEN: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
.......................................

WHERE:

...........................................................................

.........................................................................................

WHY (you chose): . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
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An activity sheet for students

graphing the issues
Eleanor Roosevelt, wife of President Franklin D. Roosevelt, was a strong supporter of women’s rights, civil rights
and rights for the poor. The newspaper often contains stories about these issues. Just how many stories in
today’s paper are about one or more of them? Record the number of stories in each category in the national
and local news sections of the newspaper. Create a graph showing how many stories there were in each of the
three categories. On the back of this sheet, write three statements about your graph.

TALLY
Women’s Rights

Civil Rights

Rights for the Poor

sample

12
10
8
6
4
2

Women’s
Rights

Civil
Rights

Rights for
the Poor

41

Unit 2 :

Today’s Leaders

When your students think of today’s leaders, who comes to mind? There are a few world leaders who are
women. Many more are powerful in fields besides government. Now there are several chief executive officers —
CEOs—of Fortune 500 companies. In 1993 women held seats on the executive boards of 69 percent of those
Fortune 500 companies. Today, over 80 percent have corporate officers. Women may not have achieved complete
equality with men in all fields, but their power continues to increase.

Activities
1.

3. A Kinder & Gentler Nation

Political Leaders*
Geraldine Ferraro was the first woman in United
States history to accept a major party’s nomination for vice president. Although she and fellow
Democrat Walter Mondale lost the election, her
candidacy increased the political power of women.
Other nations have had female leaders: Golda
Meir in Israel; Margaret Thatcher in Great Britain;
Indira Gandhi in India; Benazir Bhutto in Pakistan;
and Gloria Arroyo in the Philippines. Ask
students to search through the newspaper for
a story about a woman who is a political leader.
Using the “Political Leaders” activity sheet, have
them write four questions they would like to ask
her about leadership and women in politics.

Peggy Noonan was a speech writer for President
Ronald Reagan, who was known as “The Great
Communicator.” She also wrote for President
George Bush and coined the phrase “A kinder
and gentler nation.” Check the news and find
a story in today’s news about the president. What
issues are being addressed by our president? Have
students write a speech for the president to
deliver that is related to the issues of the day.

4. The First Lady
The First Lady has an unofficial influence on the
policies of our country. Ask students to skim the
newspaper to find an example of a woman who
has taken a leading role in politics. The students
can determine if she is a local, regional, national
or world leader. What views does she hold and
what actions is she taking to make her views part
of public policy? How do students think the participation of women in the political process has
changed our world?

2. Ride Sally Ride
Sally Ride was the first woman astronaut in the
United States. She served as a mission specialist
on the Space Shuttle Challenger in April 1983.
Have students uncover a story in the newspaper
about someone who was the first to do something. What action did this person take to make
him/her first? Then ask students to write why
this act is newsworthy. Or, send students on this
scavenger hunt of “firsts” in the newspaper.
Direct them to scan each page from the upper left
and see if they can find: the first story in the
Sports section, the first person whose name
appears in today’s newspaper, the first job listed
in the Help Wanted ads, the first car in the
Classified ads with a price greater than $20,000,
the first page that has a picture of a child, the
first comic strip showing an animal.

5. NOW
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*Includes activity sheet for students.

The National Organization of Women was founded
in 1966 by Betty Friedan. Women have made
great strides politically, economically and socially
since then. In spite of increased opportunities for
women, there are still some who find themselves
unable to benefit from these gains. Can the class
find an example in the news of a woman who has
taken advantage of opportunities and one who has
been unable to do so? Challenge them to explain
why they think this is so. Have them compare the
differences between the two women.

An activity sheet for students

Political leaders
Geraldine Ferraro was the first woman in United States history to accept a
major party’s nomination for vice president. Although she and fellow Democrat
Walter Mondale lost the election, her candidacy increased the political power of
women. Other nations have had female leaders: Golda Meir in Israel; Margaret
Thatcher in Great Britain; Indira Gandhi in India; Benazir Bhutto in Pakistan;
and Corazon Aquino in the Philippines. Search through the newspaper for a
story about a woman who is a political leader. In the spaces below, write four
questions you would like to ask her about leadership and women in politics.

[1]

Geraldine Ferraro

.....................................................................

.........................................................................
.........................................................................

[2]

...................................................................

.........................................................................
.........................................................................

[3]

....................................................................

.........................................................................
.........................................................................

[4]

...................................................................

.........................................................................
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .43
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Unit 3 :

American Women

Breaking new ground is part of the spirit of America. As women faced prejudice, it was inevitable that they
would eventually take the necessary steps toward equality. The feminist movement that began in the 1960s has
dramatically altered attitudes toward marriage, family life, the workplace and the way men and women view
their lives and relationships. This new feminism is still evolving as women continue to make breakthrough
achievements.

Activities
1.

Character Analysis
Have the class search the newspaper for a story
that involves more than one woman. Then have
them make a list of the characteristics of at
least two women. Challenge them to compare
traits to see how the women are similar and
how they are different. Finish by having
students write a paragraph telling which
qualities they admire and which they
view with disapproval.

2. Writing Resumes*
Explain to students that a resume is a summary
of a person’s experience, written as part of a job
application. Ask students to choose an article
from the newspaper that provides a lot of information about a specific woman. Using the
“Writing Resumes” activity sheet, have them
rewrite the information, so that it could be
used if that person were applying for a job.
What job is she most qualified for? What
experiences do your students have that
make them attractive candidates for jobs?
Have them write their own resumes.

3. Your Own Mt. Rushmore
The faces of four American presidents are carved
into Mt. Rushmore in the Black Hills of South
Dakota. Ask the class to look through the newspaper and choose four women they think should
appear on their own personal Mt. Rushmore of
people they admire. Have them list the reasons
for each selection. Can they name the four
presidents who are on Mt. Rushmore?

4. Outlining Women Athletes
Women athletes are making news in golf, tennis,
basketball and track. What famous women athletes can your students name? Ask students to
find a story in the newspaper about women in
sports. Instruct the students to skim through
the article to find the main idea in each paragraph. Have them number the main ideas
1,2,3... as they come up in the story. Then ask
them to look for the supporting facts in each
paragraph. Have them write these facts below
each main idea and label them a,b,c. Ask students to transfer this information to a separate
sheet of paper to create an outline of the story.

5. Woman for a Day
Direct students to scan the newspaper for a picture of a famous woman they would like to be
for just one day. Then have them write an essay
telling why they would like to be that person.
Let them illustrate their essay with an original
portrait.

6. Attributes
Have the students find a female personality in
the newspaper whom they admire. How would
they compare themselves to that person? In
what ways are they alike and how are they
different? Get students to make a list of the
characteristics that are similar and different
and put them in order of importance.
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*Includes activity sheet for students.

An activity sheet for students

writing resumes
A resume (REZ-oo-may) is a summary of a person’s experience that is written as part of a job application.
Choose an article from the newspaper that provides a lot of information about a specific woman. In the space
below rewrite the information so that it can be used if that person were applying for a job. If you don’t know a
specific address, make up a creative one. What job is she most qualified for? Look in the Employment Ads to
find a position for which she would be qualified. Finish by thinking about what experiences you have that make
you an attractive candidate for a job. Is there a job in the Employment Section you could apply for? On the
back of this sheet, write your own resume.

name:
address:
city, state, zip:
phone:

education: school name:
school location:
degree(s):

work experience: (use dates if possible)
to

title:

city:

duties:

activities:
to

organization:

awards
to

award:
awarded from:
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position to apply for: ______________________________________________

Unit 4 :

The Role of Women

For years, there were no women playing important roles in the major political parties, no women presidential
cabinet members and no women governors or mayors of major cities. Most women worked at home, caring for
their families. But the times are changing as women are now members of the Supreme Court, ambassadors, cabinet members, and elected to powerful positions in government. However, women still face job discrimination—
the average woman earns 75 cents for every dollar a man earns. There is still a long way to go as there is a
need for more quality day care, better health care, equal representation in government and greater economic
opportunity for women.

Activities
1.

Sports Coverage
Are men and women treated equally in sports?
Direct students to today’s Sports section and have
them count how many articles are about men and
how many are about women. What is the difference
between the coverage of the two groups? For a
challenge, have them figure out the percentage of
stories about men as compared to the stories about
women. As a class, discuss why the newspaper
covers sports as it does.

4. Photo Op
For this activity, students should skim through
a section of the newspaper and examine all the
photographs of people. Have them pay close
attention to the number of men and women
that are pictured and whether or not they
are portrayed in a positive or negative way.
Have them write a brief statement about
their conclusions, using specific examples.

5. Jobs and Gender*
2. Famous Females*
Have the students select a famous female from
today’s newspaper that they would like to accompany as she does her job. Using the newspaper
as a resource, ask them to outline a typical day’s
activities on the activity sheet titled “Famous
Females.” What would the day’s schedule be like
for that person? Would the person be speaking
with national leaders, flying to exotic places
around the world or just tuning in to her
favorite television show?

3. Stereotyping Women
Direct the students to look up the word “stereotype” in the dictionary. After discussing its
meaning, have them skim the comics to see
if they can find any examples of women being
stereotyped in the comics. Get them to write
a description of what they find. Do they think
that they stereotype groups of people in their
own lives? Ask them to explain. Can they think
of any way people are stereotyped in school?

Have the class scan the Help Wanted ads for jobs.
Using the “Jobs and Gender” activity sheet, ask
them to list the jobs that are traditionally for
men and jobs traditionally for women. Which jobs
are for both men and women? Make sure students
are prepared to explain the reasons for their
selections. What changes do students think must
occur in society to break these traditional roles?
Today, women earn about 75 percent of what men
earn. Ask students to calculate what women
would earn if they made 75 percent of three
salaries that are listed in the classified ads.

6. Mother’s Day
Mother’s Day was first observed in 1908, but
celebrating mothers could be a year-round
activity. Have the class look through the
newspaper for pictures of families. Then let
them be creative making cards for their
mothers using the pictures from the newspaper.
Have them write a beautiful message inside.
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An activity sheet for students

famous females
Select a famous female from today’s newspaper with whom you would like
to go along as she does her job. Using the newspaper as a resource, outline
what you think might be a typical day’s activities in the spaces below. Would
your person be speaking with national leaders, flying to exotic places around
the world or just tuning in to her favorite television show? On the back of
this sheet, write a short essay telling why you chose this person.

Oprah Winfrey
a day in the life of
______________________

6:00 AM _________________
________________________

3:00 _____________________
________________________

7:00 _____________________
________________________

4:00 _____________________
________________________

8:00 _____________________
________________________

5:00 _____________________
________________________

9:00 _____________________
________________________

6:00 _____________________
________________________

10:00 ____________________
________________________

7:00 _____________________
________________________

11:00 ____________________
________________________

8:00 _____________________
________________________

NOON ____________________
________________________

9:00 _____________________
________________________

1:00 PM __________________
________________________

10:00 ____________________
________________________

2:00 _____________________
________________________
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11:00 PM _________________
________________________

An activity sheet for students

jobs and gender
Skim the Help Wanted ads for jobs. In the spaces below, list the jobs that are
traditionally for men and those jobs traditionally for women. Which jobs are for
both men and women? Next to each, explain your reasons for your selections.
Today, women earn about 75 percent of what men earn. At the bottom of the
page, calculate what women would earn if they made 75 percent of the salaries
that are listed in the Classified ads for three jobs.

Job titles

Sally Ride,
Astronaut

reason

MEN

WOMEN

BOTH

(1) Title: __________________________________________________________________________________
Salary $_____________________________ 75 percent = $ ________________________________
(2) Title: __________________________________________________________________________________
Salary $_____________________________ 75 percent = $ ________________________________
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(3) Title: __________________________________________________________________________________
Salary $_____________________________ 75 percent = $ ________________________________

EXTENSIONS
These activities have explored the contributions
women have made throughout our history and
their changing roles in society today. But more
can be done to heighten students’ awareness of
women’s achievements and goals. Here are some
suggestions for extending the lessons
about “Women’s History.”

1.1.

Oral Presentations
Have each child select a famous woman he/she admires. Let students conduct a thorough
investigation of their person and ask them to do a short presentation in front of the class as if
they were the person. Allow the other students an opportunity to ask questions.

2.
2.

timeline
As a class, research and compile a list of the most significant events in women’s history. Have students
put the events in chronological order. Using butcher paper or several sheets of chart paper, have the
class make and illustrate a timeline of the history of women for display. Ask each child to interview
two women family members for significant events in their lives. Add these to the timeline. Discuss
any similar experiences those women have had.

3.
3.

guests and speakers
As a class, keep a log of women who make news in your city, state or community. Invite women leaders
in politics, business, sports and more to speak to your class. Or arrange a visit so that your class can
see the women in action on the job. Be sure to include high school or college age women among
those who speak. Younger children can learn a lot from older achievers—and the older students
will be honored to be noticed.

4.
4.

mailing lists
Research non-profit groups that are involved with women’s issues. See if your class can get on
mailing lists for newsletters or periodicals for regular, updated information.

5.
5.

support the issues
Have the class determine some of the issues that women are facing today. As an art project, have
them make signs and banners that support women’s issues. Plan a “Women’s Appreciation Day”
and stage a demonstration to promote an awareness of women’s concerns and contributions.

6.
6.

web women
As a class, search the Internet for sites that provide good resources for women’s history and achievement. See if there are women’s museums online, women’s sports teams, women’s
college or professional groups. Make a master resource list for Web users in your class.
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he newspaper is a valuable source of information for
students. Reading a newspaper each day keeps people
informed about major issues and events that affect
their lives. Helping students use a newspaper also teaches
them important skills for lifelong learning. Students of all
ability levels can improve their reading and math skills and
enhance their awareness of the world around them by using
a newspaper. A newspaper does not have to contain a youth
feature to be fun for students. The topics in any day’s
newspaper can excite students and motivate them to read
and learn.

T

These activities that relate to the Holocaust focus on history,
world news, the important issues of today and the impact on
our culture.
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Unit 1 :

World History

The rise of Adolf Hitler and Nazism in Germany brought about change in Germany, Europe, and the world.
The plan for German dominance included conquering Europe and the annihilation of millions of Jews and
other peoples to create a "superior Aryan race." This systematic planned destruction of a race of people is
called genocide. Unlike other examples of genocide in history, this was not a struggle over land, political
power or to win a war. Jews were targeted simply because they were Jews. This large scale destruction of
life - where about six million Jews were killed between 1933 and 1945 - is referred to as The Holocaust.

Activities
1.

Dictatorships and
Democracies *
Skill: Comparing and Contrasting

The dictatorship in Nazi Germany restricted the
freedoms of the society. The students can use the
newspaper to examine the differences between a
democracy and a dictatorship. They can complete
a Venn Diagram to illustrate the differences
between these two forms of government.

2. Fact or Opinion
Skill: Understanding facts and opinions

Like all accounts of history, the story of the
Holocaust includes facts and opinions. Instruct
the students to read a story on the front page of
the newspaper and identify the parts of the article
that are fact and those that are opinion.

3. Hate Groups
Skill: Reflecting on negative images

The Nazis in Germany during World War II were a
political party that permitted prejudice, hatred,
and mass murder. Have the students search
through the newspaper for a group that also
advocates hatred against others. The students
can explain how this group impacts the news.

4. Significant Events
Skill: Describing events in other countries that have
affected Americans

The Holocaust was a significant event in the
history of the world. What do your students think
is the most important event in today’s news? Have
them skim the newspaper for the news story that
has the greatest effect on their lives. Have them
write how they are affected.

5. Nuremberg Trials
Skill: Evaluating the court system

Many key Nazi leaders were tried at Nuremberg for
their roles in war crimes. Have the students find
other trials that are making the news. Are there
any trials that are making history? Have them
write a brief summary of the most important trial
in the paper.

6. Responsibilities
Skill: Describe the purposes of government

During the Holocaust the responsibility of Nazi
officials was to implement the policies of
genocide. What are the roles and responsibilities
of government officials in the United States and
other foreign countries? Have the students
compare and contrast the differences between two
public officials.
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An activity sheet for students

Dictatorships and Democracies
The dictatorship in Nazi Germany restricted the freedoms of the society. Use the newspaper to examine the
differences between a democracy and a dictatorship. Complete a Venn Diagram to illustrate the differences
between these two forms.

Dictatorships

Democracies
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Unit 2 :

The World News Today

The end result of the Holocaust can be directly linked to the creation of the Jewish State of Israel. Today,
the conflict between Arab nations and Israel illustrate that anti-semitism continues. Yet gallant attempts by
leaders to achieve peace in the region bring hope and optimism. Atrocities like those that occurred during
the Holocaust are still happening. Some of the conflicts in recent times, the genocide in the former Cambodia
and more recently in Bosnia, Kosovo, Rwanda, and Darfur, indicate that we are not able to prevent mass
killing. The call for human rights goes unheard.

Activities
1. Connections*

4. Government Response

Skill: Explaining the importance of global issues

Skill: Assessing the effectiveness of government

It is important that a study of the Holocaust
relates to world events of today. Have the
students make a connection from the Holocaust
to a situation that is in today’s newspaper. Have
them write an explanation of their connection.

Many believe that the governments of the world
turned their backs on Holocaust victims until it
was too late. Challenge the students to find an
example in a newspaper article of how a
government responds to a catastrophe. They can
explore whether the actions are adequate to solve
the crisis.

2. United Nations
Skill: Describing the influence of democracy in the world

After the Holocaust, the creation of the United
Nations was one of the efforts to prevent further
human rights violations. How is the United
Nations impacting on world events? The students
can select a world news event where the United
Nations plays a role. Have them clarify the
significance of United Nations' involvement.

5. Abuse of Power
Skill: Evaluating political conduct

The Nazi regime is an example of a government
abusing power. Have the students search the
newspaper for governments or individuals who
are abusing power. They should write a statement
indicting the government or individual.

6. Goals of Foreign Policy
3. Europe*
Skill: Evaluating the foreign policy of the United States
Skill: Locating major world events and their impact

The Holocaust took place in Europe. What
breaking news is happening there? Have the
students look in the newspaper and find the
datelines of articles from Europe. Locate where
these stories are happening on a map. They can
write a one-sentence summary of each article.

During World War II the Germans set foreign
policy goals to conquer Europe and to do away
with the people considered subhuman to create
room for the "superior German race." What are
the goals of the foreign policy of the United
States? The students can use their newspaper to
examine international news and the role of the
United States. Have them write a United States
foreign policy statement based on their research.
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An activity sheet for students

Connections
It is important that a study of the Holocaust relates to world events of today. Make a connection from the
Holocaust to a situation that is in today’s newspaper. Pinpoint an aspect of the Holocaust and then write an
explanation of the news connection.

Holocaust Event

Today’s News
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An activity sheet for students

Europe
The Holocaust took place in Europe. What breaking news is happening there? Look in the newspaper and
find the datelines of articles from Europe. Locate where these stories are happening on the map. Write the
dateline and a one-sentence summary of each article.

ICELAND

Norwegian
Sea

SWEDEN
FINLAND
Gulf
of
Bothnia

NORWAY

North
Atlantic
Ocean

RUSSIA
ESTONIA

North
Sea
LATVIA

DENMARK

Baltic
Sea

IRELAND

LITHUANIA

U. K.

BYELARUS

NETH.

POLAND

GERMANY

BELGIUM

English Channel

UKRAINE
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SLOVAKIA
MOLDOVA

FRANCE

AUSTRIA
HUNGARY

SWITZERLAND

Bay of Biscay

ROMANIA

SLOVENIA
CROATIA

Black
Sea

BOSNIA
SERBIA

BULGARIA

ANDORRA

ITALY

PORTUGAL

MONTENEGRO

MACEDONIA

Adriatic

SPAIN
Tyrrhenian
Sea

ALBANIA

GREECE

Mediterranean Sea

TURKEY
Aegean

Ionian
Sea
CYPRUS

Dateline:

Dateline:
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Unit 3 :

Contemporary Issues

The Holocaust was a time where the character of women and men was put to the test. There were victims,
resisters, oppressors, rescuers and those who stood by in silence. For the concentration camp prisoners it
was difficult to be courageous in the face of brutality and to maintain the spirit and will to survive. Most of
the victims had little opportunity to resist and were forced to submit to the harsh and inhumane treatment.
The lessons learned from the heroic acts of some victims, and the horrifying behavior of the Nazis, give us
much to ponder about the nature of humans.

Activities
1.

Character Analysis

4. Voice Your Opinion *

Skill: Analyzing characters

Skill: Writing persuasive texts

People risked their lives to rescue
victims of Nazi oppression. Students can make
lists of the characteristics of a person who
would put his/her life on the line for someone
else. Can they find someone in the news who
possesses those characteristics?

It is important to teach about the Holocaust
so students learn that staying silent in the
face of cruelty is wrong. The students should
find an example of someone in the news who
chooses to voice his/her opinion about an
issue. They can write a speech to express that
person's point of view.

2. Eyewitnesses
5. Tragedies
Skill: Recognizing multiple points of view

An eyewitness account is a primary source for
reporting the news. Eyewitnesses have
described some of the events of the Holocaust.
The students can find people in the newspaper
who are eyewitnesses to breaking news.

3. Issues for Teens *
Skill: Exploring universal themes and substantive
issues

For students, the study of the Holocaust raises
questions about peer pressure, obedience, conformity, and individual identity issues that
affect a teen daily. Have the students search
today’s newspaper for an example of each.
They can explain how their selection fits the
category.

Skill: Describe and discuss shared issues of the human
experience

The Holocaust was one of the great tragedies
in the history of the world. The suffering
that people inflicted on one another is
unimaginable. Have the students identify a
story in the newspaper that they consider
tragic. Have them write an explanation about
why they think so.

6. Just Laws
Skill: Interpreting laws

The "Nuremberg Laws" which were passed in
1933, made Jews second-class citizens and
restricted their daily lives. Have the students
look through the newspaper for laws that they
believe are unjust. Have them rewrite each law
so that it is fair.

* Includes activity sheet for students.
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An activity sheet for students

Issues for Teens
The study of the Holocaust raises questions about peer pressure, obedience, conformity, and individual
identity issues that affect a teen’s daily life. Search today’s newspaper for an example of each. Explain how
your selection fits the category.

Peer Pressure

Obedience

Conformity

Individual
Identity
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An activity sheet for students

Voice Your Opinion
It is important to learn about the Holocaust to understand that silence in the face of cruelty is wrong. Find
an example of someone in the news who is voicing an opinion about an issue. Write a speech that a person
might give on that issue.

58

Unit 4 :

Art and Science

As we reflect on the Holocaust we acknowledge the horrifying conditions of the concentration camps where
Jews and other groups who were considered "inferior" were exterminated or forced to work under
deplorable and horrendous conditions. Prisoners were beaten and tortured. They received little food and
were starving. Horrible medical experiments were performed on the concentration camp prisoners. Being
in the concentration camp was a shocking and brutal experience. Some resisted and rebelled but all who
survived maintained a will to live in the face of terror.

Activities
1.

Religion and Culture

4. Symbols of Power*

Skill: Summarizing key events

Skill: Justifying a personal perspective

The practicing of religious and cultural traditions
by Jews was prohibited during the Holocaust,
yet many resisted and defied the Nazi rules
and regulations. Instruct the students to look
through the newspaper for people who are
participating in religious and cultural activities.
Have them write a detailed description of the
event.

Nazi propaganda contained symbols like the
swastika to represent power. The students can
find symbols in the newspaper that they perceive
as powerful. Have them justify their selection.
Then they can draw their own power symbol.

5. Censorship
Skill: Understanding our constitutional rights

2. Technology
Skill: Describing advantages of new technology

The Nazis used technology to implement policies
of destruction. Have the students find examples
in the newspaper of technology being used to
benefit mankind. How does society profit from
these technological advances?

3. Writing Style
Skill: Understanding writing strategies to capture
feelings

The writings and stories about the experiences
of the Holocaust survivors are powerful and
compelling. Have the students select the most
compelling story in today’s news. They can list
5 reasons for their choice.

The censorship policies in Nazi Germany led to
book burnings and banning of some styles of
paintings. The students can look through the
"Arts" section of the newspaper for examples of
how our society allows us to express ourselves
through the arts.

6. Museums
Skill: Organizing data

Have the students use the newspaper to find
information about museums of history in the
area. They should find the following information
— the location, the hours, the cost, and any
special events that are scheduled.
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An activity sheet for students

Symbols of Power
Nazi propaganda contained symbols like the swastika to represent power. Find symbols in the newspaper
that you perceive as powerful. Sketch each one in a box below. Justify your selection, then draw your own
power symbol in the space provided.

“Power Symbol”
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EXTENSIONS
Here are some suggestions for further study and exploration of
the history and impact of the Holocaust and the Holocaust survivors.

1.

Holocaust Speaker

2.

Totalitarianism vs.
Democracy

Invite a knowledgeable person – a survivor or perhaps a rabbi- to discuss the events
of the Holocaust. The class can write letters of thanks to the guest and include one
important fact that they learned.

Have the students write a comparison between countries that live under totalitarian
government and those that live in a democracy. What are the characteristics of
each?

3.

Family Tree

4.

Difficult Choices

5.

Journal Entries

Families of many Europeans were wiped out as a result of the Holocaust and many
others lost track of family members. The students can conduct a search of their
ancestry and create a family tree. How many generations are they able to trace?

During the time of the Holocaust people were faced with life and death decisions.
Challenge the students to write about the most difficult decision they have ever had
to make.

The students can keep a journal for a month and record all their encounters with
people of different religions, races or ethnic groups.

61

The Holidays
T

he holiday celebrations give students opportunities to use the newspaper to analyze and
process issues of diversity and the richness
it brings to all of our lives.
These activities are designed to help you use
the newspaper to help students process various
issues of diversity. It contains suggested activities
as well as several activity sheets that you may
photocopy and distribute for students to complete.

CONTENTS
UNIT 1
Attention Holiday
Shoppers
■ Holiday Gift Guide
■ Spending for the
Holidays
■ Exchange Gifts
■ Shopping Delight
■ Cybershopping
Shopper
■ Holiday Help
UNIT 2
All in the Family
■ Food, Family and
Facts
■ Family Traditions
■ In the Mood
■ Variety is the Spice
of Life
■ Oral Histories

UNIT 3
Good Will, Good Cheer
■ Family Connections
■ How Do We
Celebrate?
■ Holiday Happenings
■ A Season for the
Movies
■ Celebrating the
Holidays
UNIT 4
Optimism Ahead
■ Hopeful Future
■ Peace on Earth
■ New Year
Resolutions
■ Positive Thinking
■ Guess Who’s Coming
to Dinner
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Unit 1

ATTENTION HOLIDAY SHOPPERS
The custom of giving gifts is an expression of
kindness and affection. We exchange gifts during
the holiday season to celebrate historic miracles.
Presents can be wrapped and given to loved
ones but they can also come in other forms –
with acts of service, compassion and love. These
activities on this page look at shopping during the
holiday season.

1.Holiday Gift Guide
Learning standard: generating questions

Here is a fun challenge for
students. Pair each student
with a partner. The assignment is to use the newspaper to find the perfect gift for the partner.
Students should begin
by writing a list of
questions they can ask
their partner in an interview to find his or her likes and dislikes.
Then, based on the answers, they can "shop" in
the newspaper to find the gift. Their choice
should reflect their partner's personality, so the
key is for them to ask the right questions to get
the information needed. To help you grade this
assignment, you may want to ask the partner if
the gift was appropriate.

2.Spending for the Holidays

3.Exchange Gifts*
Learning standard: writing letters

During this time of year, students may find themselves spending a great deal of time thinking
about what they want to get as a gift. But it's really fun to think about what they'd like to give as
gifts. They can skim today's newspaper to find a
gift they would like to give someone special in
their life. They can cut out a picture of the gift
they'd like to give and write a letter to
that person telling why they would
like to give them that gift.

4.Shopping Delight

Learning standard: organizing information

Have the class look through the
newspaper to find the best places to
shop for their gifts this season. They
should name the store, the address and a
telephone number or Web address to get
additional information about merchandise and
store hours.

5.Cybershopping Shopper

Learning standard: collecting and exploring information

Are your students interested in cybershopping?
Have them look through the newspaper for items
that are available online. They should make a
chart with the following information: the item, the
retailer, the Web address and the price. What precautions do they think shoppers should take
when shopping online?

Learning standard: computing averages

The average household spends approximately
$500 during the holiday season. Have the students choose one gift for each person in their
family from the newspaper. They should spend a
total of about $500 and then compute the average cost per gift.

6.Holiday Help

Learning standard: evaluating employment opportunities

Faced with a shortage of workers, retailers are
looking for creative ways to hire help for the holidays. Have the class look through the Help
Wanted ads to see how they are written. Then
they can write a creative ad to attract workers for
the holiday season.
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MY
GIFT

Exchange
Gifts

D

uring this time of year, you may
spend a great deal of time thinking about what you want to get as
a gift. But it's really fun to think about what
you'd like to give as gifts.Skim today's
newspaper to find a gift you would like to
give someone special in your life.Cut out a
picture of the gift you'd like to give and
write a letter to that person telling why you
would like to give them that gift.
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Unit 2

ALL IN THE FAMILY
If your students are like many
people, they probably love the
family atmosphere of the holiday
season. Ask them to talk about what their families
do when they come together at holidays or any
time. Invite them to share ideas about what kinds
of activities families can do to bring them closer
to each other. These activities will help students
focus on the family and the traditions that bind
them.

1.Food, Family and Facts*
Learning standard: locating specific information

Eating together with family during the holidays
offers a wonderful opportunity for conversation.
Have the students find a story in the newspaper
that would be a good one to talk about with the
family over dinner. Have the students write a five
W summary of the story by identifying who, what
when, where and why.

2.Family Traditions

Learning standard: understanding how cultures influence
the characteristics of regions

Ask students to define the words "tradition" and
"traditional." Then have them think about how
some aspects of life have traditional roots (e.g., clothing,
religious customs and rituals,
holiday customs, art). What is
the value of traditions to our
society? Have the students
skim the newspaper to find
examples of traditions that
are part of our culture. Are any
of those traditions unique to your area?
Are any of those traditions part of their
family culture? Ask students to write
vivid descriptions of a favorite tradition. Their descriptions should
cover all five senses by discussing the looks,
tastes, smells, feels and sounds of the traditions.

3.In the Mood*

Learning standard: describing settings

Holidays often mean warmth and
tradition among family members.
Ask students to talk about their
family traditions this time of year.
They can look through the ads in
today's newspaper to find things
they could put in their homes to
enhance the mood and atmosphere.
Have them clip what they found in the newspaper and create a collage of those items. They can
write a paragraph about their favorite holiday
tradition.

4.Variety is the Spice of Life
Learning standard: drawing conclusions

Brainstorm a list of holiday traditions. Ask students why there is so much variety in the celebrations. They should understand, from that discussion, that peoples' beliefs and heritage contribute to the various celebrations. Have them find
a newspaper article that pertains to one of the
holidays celebrated at this time of year. What conclusions can they draw about the holidays based
on the information they found?

5.Oral Histories

Learning standard: generating questions

During this time of year, many families share
traditions and customs. Explain to students that
some of these traditions are passed orally from
one generation to the next, as one person tells
the story to another. Oral histories within families
are important in studying how families work. Your
students can record an oral history by asking
questions of someone in their family and writing
their answers. Then, in order to generate some
questions about contemporary issues, assign the
students to skim the newspaper for ideas and
write three more questions of their own.
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Food, Family and Facts
WHO:

WHAT:

Eating together with family during the
holidays offers a wonderful opportunity for conversation. Find a story in the
newspaper that would be a good one
to talk about with the family over dinner.Write a five W summary of the
story by identifying who, what when,
where and why.

WHEN:

WHERE:

WHY:
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In The Mood
Holidays often mean warmth and tradition among family members. What traditions does your family have at this time of year? Look through
the ads in today’s newspaper to find things you could put in your house to add to the mood and atmosphere. Clip them out and paste them in the
frame below to create a collage of the things you found. Then, on the back of this sheet, write a paragraph about your favorite holiday tradition.
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Name________________________________________________________________
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The Holidays
Unit 3

GOOD WILL, GOOD CHEER
Celebrations are as varied as the people who participate in them. Your students probably have
many ideas of ways to celebrate the holiday season. Invite them to talk about their favorite activities for this time of year. These lessons help them
think about ways we all spend our time during
this season.

1.Family Connections

Learning standard: understanding the impact of technology

Technology
is making it
easier for
families
separated
by distance
to keep in
touch. Cell
phones
keep people
connected
wherever
they go.
Laptop computers help us reach out and touch
each other via e-mail. We can send photos over
the Internet so that far-flung family members can
see how we are doing. Allow time for students to
discuss technology's impact on their personal
lives. Then direct them to skim the newspapers
for stories about families or stories that have families in them. Students can write an analysis of
how technology affects or could affect the family
in the story and the story's outcome.

3.Holiday
Happenings
Learning standard:
writing for fluency

Can your students
find any stories in
today’s newspaper
about events for
the holidays?
Have them draw a
picture of their
family going to
one of the
events. Then
they can write a
paragraph telling
what they think would happen
there.

4.A Season for the Movies*
Learning standard: designing graphics

Movies are often released during the holiday season. Direct the students to use the movie listings
from the newspaper to make a list of five movies
they would like to see and five that they would
never see. Then each student can design a
poster to advertise one of the movies they want
to see.

2.How Do We Celebrate?

5.Celebrating the Holidays*

How do your students spend the holidays? Allow
time for them to talk about their holiday traditions.
They can check the newspaper for holiday stories and ads to add to the list of ways in which
the holidays are celebrated.

‘Tis the season to be jolly. Have the students
check out the newspaper for celebrations of the
holidays. They can make an outline sequencing
the events of the celebration. What other ways do
people observe the holidays? Have the class discuss the different types of celebrations.

Learning standard: appreciating diversity of various cultures
and religions

Learning standard: outlining
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A Season for the

Movies
Movies are often released during the holiday season. Use the movie listings from the newspaper to
make a list of five movies you would like to see and five that you would never see. Design a poster to
advertise one of the movies you want to see.
MOVIES I WANT TO SEE

MOVIES I DON’T WANT TO SEE

1.

1.

2.

2.

3.

3.

4.

4.

5.

5.

Name________________________________________________________________
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Celebrating the Holidays
’Tis the season to be jolly. Check out the newspaper for celebrations of the holidays.
Make an outline sequencing the events of the celebration. What other ways do people
observe the holidays? Discuss the different types of celebrations with your class.

I. EVENT 1 ________________________________________

__________________________________________
B.___________________________________________
C.___________________________________________
II. EVENT 2 ________________________________________
A. __________________________________________
B.___________________________________________
C.___________________________________________
III. EVENT 3 _______________________________________
A. __________________________________________
B.___________________________________________
C.___________________________________________
A.

Name________________________________________________________________
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Unit 4

OPTIMISM AHEAD
The holiday season
leads into a new year.
That brings a wonderful
opportunity to start anew
with a fresh sense of
optimism about the year
ahead. It’s a time for
reflection, too, so that
plans can be made to
move forward. What do
your students plan to do to get ready for their
fresh start? These activities will enable students
to reflect and to plan.

3.New Year Resolutions*

1.Hopeful Future

4.Positive Thinking

Learning standard: summarizing

Learning standard: revising writing

A new year is always a good time to look ahead
with a positive attitude. Have the class find a
story in today’s newspaper that gives them hope
for the future. They should write a summary of
the story and tell why it makes them hopeful.

Each student can choose an article from the front
page. What changes would the students make to
the news to make the story more positive? They
should rewrite the article to show the optimism.

2.Peace on Earth

Learning standard: analyzing information

This time of year we hear much about peace on
Earth. Ask the students if they think we are getting close to peace on Earth. Using today's newspaper as a source, have them find examples of
stories that show that we either are or are not
approaching a peaceful time on our planet. They
can find three stories to prove their point.

Learning standard: justifying a
personal perspective

People like to make promises to themselves,
called resolutions, at the beginning of the year.
What promises would your students make about
issues in the news they would want to work on
this year? The class can scan the newspaper for
the five most important issues they would make
resolutions about. Then they can write their own
resolutions.

5.Guess Who’s
Coming to Dinner

Learning standard: communicating to entertain

Students can find a person in the newspaper and
think about how he or she spends the holidays.
Have them imagine bringing that person to their
house. How would they welcome the guest into
their home? What family traditions would the students share with their person so he or she would
feel welcome?
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New Year Resolutions
People like to make promises to themselves, called resolutions, at the
beginning of the year.What promises would you make about issues in the
news you would want to work on this year? Scan the newspaper for the five
most important issues you would make resolutions about.Then you can
write your own resolutions.

Name________________________________________________________________
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EXTENSIONS
Here are some suggestions for extending the “Holiday” lessons.

3.Signs and Symbols of the
Season
The class can skim through newspapers and
magazines and clip out signs of the upcoming
holiday to create a classroom collage. The students can find articles, headlines, words or pictures to be part of the creation. Have them draw
their own pictures and write poems about the holidays to include in the collage.

4.Good Works Action Plan
The holidays are a good time to show our gratitude. Giving of ourselves is a good way to show
that we are thankful. Have the class come up
with a plan for providing a service for a charity,
the community or a worthy cause. Then put the
plan into action.

5.Family Trees
1.Holiday Feasts
Have the students design their own menu for the
holidays. Encourage them to include foods that
are unique to their culture. Perhaps they can find
simple recipes for their favorites and those dishes
can be made in school. Or, they can cook them
at home and bring some in for their classmates to
sample.

We celebrate our family’s
customs and traditions
during the season of
holidays. Have the
students interview their
family members to find
information about their
ancestors. Then they
can create their own
family trees.

2.Class Test Taking
Just for fun, have the students test their
knowledge about the holidays. Each
student can write a question for class
discussion. The questions can be compiled and discussed with the class.
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